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Executive Summary

[The Executive Summary willbe prepared following the comment period. It will extract from the
body of the report the main optionsor choicesto be consdered by Partiesat COP-3.]
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1 Overview

1.1 Objectives

At the second meeting of the Conference of the Partiesto the Minamata Convention on Mercury
(COP), a number of representatives expressed a strong interest in assessing before COP-3
whether cusoms codes could be a useful tool to generate better national and global information
about the mercury-added productsliged in annex A to the Convention, which includesa fagt-
approaching 2020 deadline for regtrictions on the manufacture and trade of these products. In
addition, shortly afterthe 2020 deadline, article 21 requirescountriesto report on their
implementation of their obligationsunder article 4. Meanwhile, several countrieshave already
engaged independently in discussng and/or creating cusoms codes specific to mercury-added
products.

COP adopteddecison MC-2/9 at their second meeting (see appendix A),requegting the
Secretariat of the Minamata Convention, in collaborationwith the UNEP Global Mercury Products
Partnership (Products Partnership)and in consultation with other relevant organizations, to
uggest:

.."approaches for custons codes to identify and distinguish non-mercury-
added and mercury-added products listed inannex A to the Convention,
including approaches for their possible harmonization.”

In the decision, the Conference of the Parties acknowliedged that improving the data generated
by the harmonized sysem may be a way to facilitate the implementation of article 4 of the
Convention, improve national reporting under article 21 and foster better communication among
trading partners.

This document providesbackground information and presents approachesfor Parties, as well as
non-Parties, to take advantage ofmore precise and globallycoordinated commodity codes
consgent with theharmonized sysem framework

At present, the customs and tariff codes used for managing global trade rarely diginguish
between mercury-added productsliged in annex A to the Convention (see appendix B)and non-
mercury-addedproducts. As one of many examples, interational trade in “liquid-filled
thermometers’ is harmonized under the 6-digit HS code 9025.11. Theliquidin the thermometer
could be mercury, orit could be some other liquid such as alcohol. Therefore, when
governmentsseek to use data from HS code 9025.11 to estimate importsor exports only of
thermometers containing mercury, those specific data are not available.

1.2 Reporting issues

Under article 4, the Convention generally prohibitsthe manufacture, import, and export of
mercury-added productdiged in Part | of annex A (for currently listed products after 2020)—
unless an exemption hasbeen specifically registered by a Party pursuant to article 6. It
alsorequires Partiesto take measures forthe mercury-added productslisted in Part 1l of annex
A.Under the Convention, there arecurrently nine product categorieslisted in Part | of annex A
related to batteries, snitches and relays; lighting; cosmetics,pedicides, biocidesand antiseptics,
and measuring devices Dental amalgam iscurrently the only mercury-added productlisted in
Part Il of annex A.

The generation and sharing of information among countries, by governmentsto the public, and
by countries and stakeholders through the Secretariat are important mechanisms for supporting
effective implementation of the Convention.Because thisinitiative could expand the use of the
exiging coding syssem to betteridentify and trackmercury-added productsif implemented at the
national level, itisanticipated that the improved datawould help to reduce the administrative
and financial burden on Partiesreporting under the Convention in accordance with article 21,
which callsfor Parties to report on certain measures each Party has taken with respect to the



Convention, smilar to reporting requirementsfound in other multilateral environmental
agreements, such as Basel, Rotterdam, and Stockholm Conventions.

1.3 Scope of work

Decison MC-2/9 requedsthe Secretariat to suggestapproaches for building on the basic HS
codes dructure to identify and distinguish betweenmercury-added and non-mercury-added

products, including approachesfor their possble harmonization, and to present its reportfor

condderation by the Partiesat COP-3, which will take place in November 2019.

The scope of this report includesthe following main elements

e Ageneral overviewof the issue, and how the Convention might benefit from further or
new customs codes, as described above.

e A more detailed presentation of the harmonized syssem and current cusoms codes
based on that structure, including discussion of key pointssuch as how the codesare
developed, howand by whom they are used,how the numbering sysem works, who is
regponshble to create or revise customs codeshow new codes are formally adopted at
the national orinternational level, etc.

¢ A ummary and discusson of relevant information already gathered asa result of the
survey organized in 2018 by the ProductsPartnership, including indicationsof country
support, commentsreceived, some relevant cusoms codesalready in use, and a lising
of interested government ministries and agencies.

¢ Key information received from consultationswith experts and sakeholders, includingthe
World Cugtoms Organization (WCO) and relevant MEA secretariats, to fully understand
how the cusoms codes are defined and implemented, including but not limited to the
level orsub-heading (6 digits, 8 digitsand more) used for each product category, the
technical language used to describe the product category, the identification of other
relevant cusoms codesin use, and the formal proceduresfor changing and adopting
new customs codes.

e The presentation of several possble approachesfor usng cusoms codesto better
differentiatebetween mercury-added andnon-mercury-added products, aswell as
approachesfor the harmonization of these codes, based on the above research and
taking into account efforts already taken by a number of Parties.

Thisreport was coordinated by the Secretariat of the Minamata Convention in consultation with
the Products Partnership. An putsideJexpert was employed to provide input togdraft report,
which was circulated by the Secretariat for commentsfrom Parties and other sakeholders The
final report will bepresentedto the Conference of the Partiesat its third meeting for its
considerationin November 2019.
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2 Customscodes

2.1 Purposeanduse

The Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding Sysem, also known as the Harmonized
Sysem (HS), comprises internationally sandardized nomenclature used to classfy traded
commodities The Harmonized Sysem came into effectin 1988 and hassnce been developed
and maintained by the World Cusgoms Organization (WCO), an independent intergovernmental
organization based in Brussels, Belgium.!

Since itscreation, the Harmonized System has undergone several revisons, the mos recent of
which took effect on 1 January 2017. As of May 2019, there were 211countries, territories,and
customs and economic unionsapplying the Harmonized Sysem, making it a globally recognized
and effective sysem.For example, even though the CARICOM member countries (and others)
are not contracting partiesof the WCO, the Common External Tariff of the Caribbean
Community isdirectly based on the Harmonized System.?

HS codesare used by cusoms authorities satigtical agencies, and other government regulatory
bodiesto monitor and control the import and export of commoditiesthrough cusoms tariffs,
collection of international trade statitics, rules of origin, monitoring of controlled goods(e.g.,
wages, endangered species, etc.), and other measures.®

The Harmonized System identifiestraded commoditiesfor trade facilitation, cusoms, gatigtics,
monitoring, control and other purposes—according to separate chapter numbers headings, sub-
headings and further levelsof detail depending on the commodity—on nearly all international
shipping documents. However, at present itisgenerally not sufficiently detailed to differentiate
between mercury-added and non-mercury-added products, as further explained below.Although
a few countriessuch as Argentina, Indiaand Uruguayhave implemented specific codesthat
could respond to this need (e.g., for slver oxide button cells, air-zinc button cells, clinical
thermometers, certain measuring devices), the same codesare not yetin use by a majorityof
countries.

As anillugtrative example, appendix C presents available data on Mexico’sinternational trade in
thermometers and pyrometers (HS code 9025.11),according to trade records submitted to the
UN Statigtics Divison by the Mexicangovernment.For reasons discussed above, itisnot known
how many of these thermometers and pyrometers contain mercury.

2.2 Numbering system and nomenclature

Generally, the sectionsand chapters of the Harmonized Sysem, managed by the World
Customs Organization, are arranged in order of a product’s degree of manufacturing or
technological complexity. Natural commodities, such as live animalsand vegetables, for
example, are described in the early sectionsof the HS, whereas more technologically complex
goodssuch as machinery and precison ingrumentsare described in later sections. The
Harmonized Sysem isorganized into 21 sectionswhich are subdivided into 99 chapters. The 99
HS chapters are further subdivided into approximately 5,300 headingsand
subheadingsdescribing productsin more detail. In addition to the HS codes and commodity
descriptions, each section and chapter of the HS is prefaced by legal notes, which are intended
to clarify the proper classfication of goods.

A basic HS code consists of up to six digits. The six digitscan be broken down into three parts.
The firg two digits(HS-2) identify the chapter in which the goodsare classfied (e.g. 85 Electrical

See <http:/Mmww.wcoomd.org/en/topics/nomenclature/overview.aspx>
See the Revised Common External Tariff of the Caribbean Community: Based on the 2017 Edition of
the Hamonized Commodity Description and Coding System (HS), last edited 11 April 2018, Caribbean
Community Secretariat <https://caricom.org/documents/16273-revised_cet_of_caricom_hs
. _2017_revised_11_april 2018_(for_link).pdf>

Ibid.



machinery and equipment and parts thereof). The next two digits(HS-4) identify groupingswithin
that chapter (e.g. 85.06Primary cells and primary batteries, parts thereof). The next two digits
(HS-6) are even more specific (e.g. 8506.10 Manganese dioxide). Table 1below shows the 4-digit
code assgned by the WCO for “primary cells and primary batteries,” followed by 6-digit sub-
headingsfor major types of batteries.

Table 1. Commodity codes for batteries

HS code Description

8506 Primary cellsand primary batteries
8506.10 Manganese dioxide

8506.30 Mercuric oxide

8506.40 Silver oxide

8506.60 Air-zinc

Up to the 6-digit level, contracting partiesto the Convention on the Harmonized Commaodity
Description and Coding System have agreed to use the HS nomenclature for Chapter, Heading,
and Subheading, including relevant Legal Notes. Management of the HS codes at thislevel is
the responsbility of the WCO. With very few exceptions, all countriestherefore use the same
nomenclature.*In other words, [hese six-digit codescannot be modified or cusomized by

= C 1ted [SG3]: This part can be rephrased as ‘the

individual Parties.

As stated by the WCO, “The HS was designed and developed asa “core’system so that
countriesand organizationsadopting itcould make further subdivisons (national
subdivisons)according to their particular needs. Customs tariffs andstatistical nomenclaturesfor
the import and export ofgoodscan, today, be readily based at the nationallevel on this
ingrument.”

Thus, Parties commonly go beyondthe sx-digitHS codes At the regional and national
levels mostly for the purpose of imposing customs duties, countries often createBdigit “tariff”

first six digits of the HS Codes’

| Ce 1ted [SG4]: 8-digit or eight-digit? The

codes, along with Legal Notesto better explain the tariff schedules.5As an example, building on
theinternationally harmonized6-digit HS code for manganese dioxide primary cellsshown in the
table above, Canada hascreatedthe 8-digit tariff code 8506.10.10 to identify and impose tariffs
on manganese dioxide primary cellsand batteries“having welded connectorsor designed to
receive welded connectors, for use in electronic locksystems or in componentsthereof....”

Similarly, cusoms codesof 10 digitsor more may be created for gatistical and other purposes,
sometimes at the recommendation of the WCO, fas in the example provided in appendixD, For

terminology should be consistent throughout the report.
The comment does not not apply only here but in other
lines / paragraphs / sections.

1 Cc 1ted [SG5]: This can be rephrased: ‘as

example, the 6-digit code for liquid-filled thermometers has beenexpanded to 8 digitsby a
number of countriesto differentiate between “clinical” thermometers(e.g., Canada uses Sub-
heading 9025.11.10) and “other” thermometers (e.g., Canada uses Sub-heading 9025.11.90). In
such a case, one couldexpand the nomenclature toten digitsto further differentiate between
mercury-added and mercury-free thermometers. Thisis precisely what Uruguay has done,
expanding the 8-digit code 9025.11.10 for clinical thermometersto create twodigtinct 10-digit
codes®

e 9025.11.10.10—<clinical thermometerscontaining mercury
e 9025.11.10.90—other clinical thermometers

See <https.//unstats.un.org/unsd/tradekb/Knowledgebase/50018/Hamonized-Commodity-De scription-

and-Coding-Systems-HS>

See <http://everything.explained.today/Harmonized_System>

® Ref. letter 105/001/000010/707, dated 29 March 2017, Uruguay Ministry of Economy and Finance.
The rationale or accepted methodology for creating distinct 10-digit codesasabove isthat once any 8-
digit Subheading isdivided into 10-digit statistical suffixes, then the statistical suffixesshould be
defined in such a way asto accommodate all commaoditiesthat would previously have been includedin
the 8-digit Subheading. Thusthe combination of the two 10-digit codes, “clinical thermometers
containing mercury” plus “other clinical thermometers’ add up to the totality of “clinical thermometers’
identified at the 8-digit level.

explained inthe Appendix D.’ since the word ‘examplée’
isbeing used again inthe nex sentence.




Visual representations of the numbering syssem used by the Harmonized Tariff Sysem (HTS),
which is based on the WCO Harmonized System, as well as the numbering sysem used by the
WCO Harmonized System itself, are presented in Figure 1below.

Figure 1. The hierarchy of custons codes: Two perspectives

1to XX1 Section (21)
International __ 2 digit (01 to 97)* CEhapiey (S
HS
4 digit (01.01 to 97.06) Heading (1222)
6 digit (0101.21 to 9706.00) Subheading (5387) Se——
) e e —— —— — ——— ——— — — Y
National/Regional .1 beyond 6-digit [e.g. 8, 9, or 10 digit)  National /Regional i
subdivisions 1 Farlff Codes i
Source: WCO
Customs Purpose Product definition
code
90 Chapter Optical, photographic, cinematographic, measuring,
checking, precision, medical or surgical instruments and
apparatus; partsand accessoriesthereof
9025 Heading Hydrometers and similar floating instruments,
thermometers, pyrometers, barometers, hygrometers
and psychrometers, recording or not, and any
combination of these instruments
9025.1 HS Sub Heading - Thermometersand pyrometers, not combined with
otherinstruments
9025.11 HS code - - Liquid filled, for direct reading
9025.11.10 Subheading (typically | - - - Clinical thermometers
determinesduty)
9025.11.10.10 | Statistical suffix - - - - Containing mercury
Source: Based on codes developed by Uruguay

2.3 Differences between codes of six digits and morethan six digits

As previoudy discused, at the 6-digit level, HS codes are harmonized internationally and used
by most countriesworldwide.Customs codes of eightdigitsare commonly, but not always, used
by individual countriesand regional organizationsto identify goodsfor tariff purposes. Codes of
ten (and sometimes more) digitsare also often used by individual countriesfor gatigtical and
other purposes.

When trading partners happen to have different codes(i.e., beyond the 6-digitlevel) for the
same product, the code of the importing country isalways used on the shipping manifest.



2.4 Procedure for creating and revisingHS codesof six digits

The management of cusoms codes up to sx digitsis the regponsbility of the WCO. Changes at
the 6-digit level are implemented only every five or Sx years in accordance with the WCO

submisson and approval process.’Based on a draft proposal prepared by the HS Committee,

the WCO Council [NiII formally adopt on 27-29 June 2019}l current amendmentsto the [ Commented [SG6]: The tense needs to be changed to
Harmonized Sysem Nomenclature, which will enter into force in 2022. Since itisnow too late to the past.

submit revisions to that process, any subsequent proposals foramendments(which needtobe - [COmmmted [SG7]: By the time the report would be
submitted to the WCO through a recognized national or international entity) will not take effect ready itwoud be

|
|

before 2027.

The maintenance of the Harmonized Sysem by WCO includesmeasures to secure uniform
interpretation of the Harmonized System, as well as its periodic updating due to developmentsin
technology and changesin trade patterns The WCO managesthis process through the
Harmonized Sysem Committee, which examinespolicy matters, takes decisonson
classfication questions, settles disputes and prepares amendmentsto the Explanatory Notes.
The Harmonized Sysem Committee also prepares amendmentsfor updating the Harmonized
Sysem. Since 2002, the WCO has published an updated verson of the Harmonized System
every five years. The mog recent edition of the Harmonized Sysem entered into force on 1
January 2017.

As a reault of new technological developments, changing trade pattemns, environmental, security
and social concerns, etc., itisvery common forthe WCO to have to delete, revise and/or create
new codes to respond to these changes. For example, ascompared with the HS Fifth Edition
(2012), the HS Sixth Edition (2017) included more than 1,500 revisonsamong itstotal of 5,387
HS codes, including the addition of HS codes for hazardous chemicalsto be notified under the
Rotterdam Convention, andpersstent organic pollutantscontrolled under theStockholm
Convention.

The procedure for the review of the Harmonized System garts with the submisson of a detailed
proposal foramendmentsof the Harmonized System to the WCO Secretariat that provides
adminigrative support to the Harmonized Sysem Committee.®Meetingsof the Harmonized
Sysem Committee and the Harmonized Sysem Review Subcommittee take place twice every
year.Proposals are firg reviewed by the Harmonized System Review Subcommittee, in
consultation with the Scientific Subcommittee, if necessary. The Harmonized System Review
Subcommittee reportson the outcome of itsreviewto the Harmonized Sysem Committee that
then approvesthe proposals, in the absence of consensus, proposals can be approved by a
two-thirds majority vote. All provisonally approved proposalsare aggregated and, at the end of
the review period, presented to the WCO Council for adoption. After approval by the Council,
any Harmonized System Contracting Party has sx monthsto enter a reservation with regard to
any of the recommended amendments. Due to its consultative nature, the process takes several
years. The sxth Harmonized System review cycle took place from November 2014 to June
2019, with the aim of an updated version of the Harmonized System that will enter into force in
January 2022. Some examplesof new HS codesdeveloped in regponse to external requess are
provided in section 4.

7 Sinceitwasintroduced in 1988, the HS Nomenclature hasbeen revised five times. These revisions

entered into force in 1996, 2002, 2007, 2012 and 2017.

8 For example, in a recentfinal decision (UNEP/CHW.14/CRP.28), the Basel Convention COP, inter
alia,requested the Secretariat to submit to the WCO a proposal for amending the Hamrmonized System
to allow the identification of eight types of wastes. See “Summary of the Meetings of the Conferences
of the Partiesto the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions (29 April - 10 May 2019),” Geneva,
Switzerland. Earth Negotiations Bulletin, Volume 15, Number 269, 13 May 2019.



2.5 Procedures for creating and revisingcustoms codes of more than sixdigits

Cugoms codes with more than 6 digits—typically used for tariff and gatigtical purposes—may
be revised or created unilaterally by each country according to itsown procedures. It wasat the
8- and 10-digit levelsthat the Products Partnership envisoned potential collaboration among the
Parties, with the objective of obtaining bettertrade data disinguishing non-mercury-added and
mercury-added productslised in annex Ato the Minamata Convention.®

To bes accommodate their data needs governmentsmay on their own initiative add two or
more digitsto an exiging 6-digit HS code. As discused above, forexample, import and export
data specific to mercury-added thermometersmay be obtained by creating codesof more than
six digits. In a smilar manner, creating cusoms codes for other annex A product categories
would generate better data on the importsand exports of mercury-added and non-mercury-
added products.

Mog countriesusing the Harmonized System have egtablished procedures for implementing
cugoms codes of more than six digits Regardless of the agency or minigry initially submitting to
its government a requestfor new codes, the final decison would typically be taken by a country’s
Minigry of Finance and Economy, or other minigtry in charge oftheCustoms agency, which isin
tumn responsble to ensure that shipping documentscomply with the proper codes. The procedure
for introducing revised customs codes of more than sx digitsfor mercury-added products could
be as follows:

1. [A country’s Ministry of Environment seeks to improve its understanding of the import and
use of mercury-added thermometersso as to implement certain provisonsof the
Minamata Convention, and contemplatesfor that purpose the esablishment of discrete
cugoms codes.

2. Because many mercury-added thermometers are used in hospitalsand pose a health
risk when they break or are improperly discarded, the Ministry of Environment
collaborateswith the Ministry of Health to make the case for better data via new cusoms
codes, preferably citing a smilarinitiative in a neighboring country, or with other trading
partners)

| Ce 1ted [SG8]: Instead of the Ministry of Health at

3. These two minigriesapproach the Minigtry of Finance and Economy with their proposal,
since the Ministry of Finance and Economy hasauthority over Customs.

4. The Ministry of Finance and Economy convenesan advisory committee of interested
parties to determine whether the proposalhas merit, and to raise any potential concerns.
The advisory committee includesrepresentation from Cusoms and Excise, among
others, to ensure appropriate technical code subheadingsand definitions.

5. The Minigry of Finance and Economy acceptsthe recommendation of the advisory
committee to introducenew codes developed by the committee, andinformsthe Minigtries
of Environment and Health of itsintention to mandate Customs and Excise to implement
the new code. |

| Ce 1ted [SG9]: The 5 points can be summarised in

line 3, the term ‘other relevant authorities’ can be
used...

In fact, thermometers are used in various organisations
other than hospitals for e.g. in college/ University
laboratories. ..

The World Trade Organization (WTO) maintainscentralized webstes for tariff and satigtical
codes of pll membersof the WTO;J

a Figure to make the sequence for illustrative and less
word-heavy.

Tariff Analysis Online'® isthe most versatile and detailed, according to WTO. The tariffs
are available at the level of eight or more digitsusing the Harmonized System structure.
At thislevel of detail, comparisons between countriesare not always straightforward
because countriesdo not always use the same code numbersto define products.

The Tariff Download Facility'* issomewhat smpler. The data on tariffs and import
datigtics are available in no more than the six digitsof the Harmonized Sysem (HS)
codes, which are gandard for all countries.

® The Products Partnership had considered some possible codesasseen in

<http://web.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/hs-codes-mercury-added-products>
0 http:/fariffanalysis.wto.org?ui=1
™ http:/itariffdata.wto.org/Default.aspx?culture=en-US

(
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Finally, forthe 164 member countriesof the WTO, key information on trade datidics,
WTO commitments, etc., is also readily available.?

Ifa country is a member of a regional trade organization such as Mercosut, the regional trade

= Ci
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organization would also be involved in any discusson of a new tariff code of eight digits.
However, the formal process of developing a new code of more than eightdigitswould not
necessarily have to be done in collaboration with other countries. Some national and regional
examplesfollow.

Canadian procedure

For goods imported into Canada, the HS classfication can be updated at the HS-6 (international
root) level, the HS-8 (Canadian financial) level orthe HS-10 (Canadian satigtical) level. For
exports, the HS clasdfication can be updated at the HS-8 (Canadian gtatigtical) level if such a
change isconsdered important enough.

United States procedure

In the United States, as shown in Figure 1 above,8-digit codesare created for the purpose of
defining dutiesand tariffs on imported commaodities, while 10-digit codesare created for
gatigtical and other purposes. Any requests for new 10-digit codesare reviewed two timeseach
year. More detailed ingructionsfor requesting code changesfor satigtical purposes may be
found in the Preface to the U.S. Harmonized Tariff Schedule.'®

Mercosur procedure

The example of MERCOSUR istaken as a typical regional organization dealing with cusoms
codes MERCOSUR full membersare Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay and Venezuela
(suspended since 1 December 2016). Associatecountriesare Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador,
Guyana, Peru and Suriname. Observercountriesare Mexico and New Zealand.

The MERCOSUR Common Nomenclature (NCM) also uses the 6-digit structure of the
Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding (HS) Sysem managed by the WCO,but adds
two more digitsto betteridentify and classfy merchandise traded within MERCOSUR, and
between the MERCOSUR member countriesand the rest of the world. The resulting 8-digit
subheadings are typically used for fixing common tariffs. The database of the NCM is maintained
by the Technical Advisory Sector of the MERCOSUR Secretariat.

Sub-subheadings of 10 digitsor more may be created by individual countriesat their own
discretion for statistical and other purposes.

ASEAN procedure]

form to be given as well.

=1 Cc
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Once a new set of 6-digit HS codes has been created through the WCO process, ASEAN
member countriesparticipate in meetingsof the ASEAN Technical Sub-working Group on
Classification,where they collaborate on the development of8-digit regional cussoms codesunder
the headingsof the new 6-digit codes. These 8-digit codesare applicable to all ASEAN member
gtates, including Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesa, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar,
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. Subsequently, each countrydevelopsand
classfieslO-digit national satigtical codesfor gpecific products of concemn under the new 8-digit
headings.

EU

the full form of ASEAN is given.

Also it would be better to cite names of the member
states or to give their total number first before
commenting how they manage the Codes.

(e

1ted [SG13]: Similar to comment SG12

The EU goods nomenclature isthe Combined Nomenclature (CN) established by Council
Regulation (EEC) No 2658/87 of 23 July 1987 on the tariff and satistical nomenclature and on
the Common Customs Tariff (OJ L 256, 7.9.1987),2 which meetsthe requirementsof the EU
Common Cugtoms Tariff and external trade satigtics and of EU legidation on importation and
exportation of goods. The CN code is the key element of the adminigtrative document submitted

2 https://www.wto.orglenglish/thewto_e/whatis_e/tif_e/org6_e.htm
B See <https://hts.usitc.govicurrent> starting on page 5.
“https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:01987R2658-20190101
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by the economic operatorsto cusoms and used by cusoms in their monitoring of external trade
flows. The CN is an 8-digit code sysem, consging of two integrated componentsincluding the 6
HS digitsand 7-8 digits. 7-8 digitsare EU further subdivisons to the HS nomenclature.

The CN can be further broken down at 10-digit level. 10-digit codesare called TARIC codes,
created according to the legidative needssuch as Autonomoustariff sugpensons, Anti-dumping
and anti-subsidies measures; control on movement of fluorinated greenhouse gases, etc. TARIC
codes can also be created for pure monitoring reasons. In this case, they are called “TARIC
statistical codes’ and are published annually in Annex X to the CN.

Possble procedure for developing 7" and 8t"digitsat the EU level: Annual revision of the CN

Should the Minamata COP invite Partiesto complete their national goodsclassfication sysem,
the European Commisson may propose to EU Member Statesto create specific additional sub-
headingsdiginguishing mercury-added productsby completing the CN accordingly.

The development of specific 7" and 8" digitson mercury-added productscould take place by
means of the revison of the CN, which occurs on an annual bass. The legal insgrument
amendingthe CN takes the form of an Implementing Regulation from the European Commisson
on which the EU Cusoms Code Committee composed of representatives of the 28 Member
States isinvited to provide an opinion.

Possble procedure for developing 9" and 10'"digitsat the EU level: Completing TARIGcodes

Should the EU be of the opinionthat there isa need to monitor only the import of mercury-added
products and non-mercury-added products, this could be done by creating 10-digit TARIC codes
without creating corresponding 7" and 8™ digitsin the EU CN. This option would only provide
information on the importsinto the EU.

As an illugrative example, whilst the CN containscode 8507.40.00 for nickel-iron batteries, 9"
and 10" digitscould be added as‘10’ in TARIC for Containing mercury (8507.40.00.10) and ‘90’
for Other (8507.40.00.90), supposing there are no exising TARIC subdivisons.
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3 Fustomlcodes survey . commented [5615]: Customs... The s is missing.

3.1 Purpose and timing

After carrying out some relevant background research, the Products Partnershipsought to
determine the level of interes among Parties to the Minamata Convention in enhancing cusoms
codes as a potential source of improved annex A product data in support of the Convention.

In Quly 2018} the Secretariat of the Minamata Convention — on behalf of the Products e 1ted [SG16]: From this date to present date,
Partnership — sent a brief online survey to representatives of all governmentsthat had attended there are surely more Parties... Is the report not missing
COP-1(the online survey is available in appendix F).Along with other explanatory information, out opinions / responses of everybody..

the following key pointswere included inthe communication:

e Enhanced commodity codes(to be identified under the Harmonized System) would be a
valuable source of data on international trade in mercury-added products. Both the
effective date of the phase-out for mercury-added productsin Part | of annex A, and the
firg national reporting deadline under the Convention are fagt approaching. Common
customs codes to generate relevant information on mercury-added productswould

facilitate all Parties implementation of the Convention under frticle 4 and under article [ Ce vted [SG17]: It shoud be Article...

21.

e There are dgnificant advantagesin promoting collaboration among countriesthat decide
to identify and use enhanced cusoms codes for this purpose. A number of countriesare
already discussing thisidea, and collective harmonizationin the short term is easier than
managing competing cusomscodes in the future. Clear benefitswill accrue to countries
that coordinate and use the same 8- and 10-digit sub-headingsfor the same mercury-
added products.

3.2 Overallresponseto the survey

The survey quesdtions elicited useful comments, which are discussed below. However, lacking
regponses to all questionsfrom all respondents, the Product Partnershipdecided to summarize
the regponses according to their general support for the initiative, or lackthereof.

Overall,40 countriesresponded to the survey, of which 39 countrieswere supportive of a
Harmonized System code initiative. For the one country that did not express support, it was not
clear that the survey questionswere completed in full. The responses,covering five UN
regions,are summarized inFigure 2 below.
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Figure 2—Widespread support for a custonscode initiative

Global level of support" by region for a Harmonized System (HS) code
initiative, based on current responses” to the Products Partnership survey®

Australia

Canada

European Commission
Sweden
Turkey

Argentina
Brazil
Chile
Costa Rica AFRICA
Haiti
Mexico
Paraguay
St. Lucia
Uruguay

ASIAPACIFIC

Bosnia and
Herzegovina

Afghanistan E_Ef” n
Irag Chad
lapan Central African Republic
Myanmar Ethiopia
Nepal eSwatini
Thailand Gabon
Vietnam Gambia
Lesotho
Liberia
Libya

Madagascar

1 Mauritius
40 total responses to the survey. .

* 39 responses are supportive and/or interested in following progress of the R..-.'a| aa
HS initiative. For one country (Africa), support was not clearly expressed. Sierra L

* As the co-lead of the Mercury Products Partnership, the United States (WEOG) Tunisia
did not submit a response to the survey. Uganda

The results of the survey encouraged the African,Latin American and Caribbean regionsto put
forward a draft decison at COP-2 to support further work on this HS initiative. The subsequent
discussons at COP-2 ultimately resulted in Decison 2/9, which isattached asappendix A.

3.3 Surveyresponses to individual questions

Following isa generaldiscussion of the responses to each survey question. A complete list of
commentssubmitted in response to the survey questions may be consulted in appendix F.

Question 1: Is your country discussing or presently considering nodifying or adding HS codes
for the purposes of obtaining better information on mercury-added products?

Ten of the 40 responding countriesreplied that they are discussng or presently considering
modifying or adding HS codesto obtain betterinformation on mercury-added products. Itis
evident from the commentsthat there isa broadinterest in identifying better data on importsand
uses of mercury-added productsin order to adequately respond to the needs of the Minamata
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Convention. Moreover, there isgeneral agreement that revised and enhanced cusoms codes
could be a useful source of such data.

At the same time there is some misunderstanding about the process of revisng and adding
customs codes, and it is the intention of thisdocument to clarify that process.

Question 2: If you answered no to Question 1, would your country likely be interested in
participating in such an initiative?

The regponses to thisquestion confirm that a number of countriesare already looking into new
or revised cusoms codes as a source of improved data, while othershave a clearinteres in
engaging in thisprocess were it to move ahead.

One country suggested that the scope of the exercise should be expanded to include cusoms
codes that would help to identify asssmbled productsthat incorporate mercury-added products
liged in Part | of annex A, in order to better respond to paragraph 5 of article 4.

Another country noted that havingnational regulationsalready in placeto ban import and
manufacture of, or to otherwise comply with Convention restrictionson, mercury-added products
liged in Part | of annex A may obviate the needto revise or create new cusoms codesto
generatethese sort of data.

Question 3: If you answered yes to Question 1, what changes to HS codes have been planned
or carried out, and what further changes are expected?

One respondent noted a lack of country capacity to deal with cusoms codes and related data.
Thisis nota unique situation, and it may be anticipated that other countrieswill be interested to
identify fundingfor thissort of capacity building.

New and revised cusoms codes for mercury-added productsare under discusson (or in the
process of being implemented)by several countries. Thisisone reason for the urgency of this
initiative: if countriesdo not coordinate their efforts(i.e., use the same cusoms codes and
subheadings for the same mercury-added commaodities), then it will be more difficultfor countries
to compare data and to measure progress.

Other countries are willing to wait for newcustoms codes to be agreed to at the international
level before implementing them domesdtically. However, even for those countriesthat are already
identifying newand revised cusoms codes for mercury-added products, there is general support
for the idea that they should be harmonized with other countriesto the greates extent feasble.

It was noted again thatif countriesprohibit the manufacture, import or export of mercury-added
productdisted in Part | of annex A to the Minamata Convention, then they could dispense with
any efforts to revise or create new cusoms codes.

Question 4: Which agency oragenciesin your country (often the custons authorities in
collaboration with the environment ministry) would be responsible for adapting or creating HS
commodity codes at the 8- and 10-digit levels?

A broad range of authoritiesmay be involved in the revison or creation of new cusoms codes,
depending on the process that each country followsfor thistype of change. Among the national
and local authoritiesmentioned by respondents are ministries and agenciesresponsble for
economy and finance, national revenue, cusoms and excise, environment, planning, agriculture,
health and sanitation, chemicals, trade, industry, water, fisheries, energy, and norms and
sandards, among others.

In addition, regional authoritiessuch as MERCOSUR (Southern Common Market) or the Council
of Minigters of the East African Community may be involved, aswell as other sakeholders
representing industry, commerce, NGOs, etc.
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Question 5: Is your country presently using data generated by the HS codes to identify or
quantify trade in any mercury-added products?

Fourteen of the 40 countries responding to the survey suggested that they are presently usng
data generated by the HS codesto identify or quantify trade in mercury-added products. Some
of these countriesused these data as input to their Minamata Initial Assessments (MIAs).
Meanwhile, the commentssubmitted by other countriesconfirmed that others are interested, but
notyetin a postion to use the data in thisway. Nevertheless, the process of developing MIAsin
a number of countries has introduced the authoritiesto the potential of thisdata source.

Question 6: If you answered yes to Question 5, which codes and/or which products has your
country been tracking?

Specific codesand/or productsidentified by countriesresponding to the Products Partnership
survey are presented in appendix G. Question 6 elicited regponses concerning a range of
mercury-added products—some of them already tracked by certain countries, and others as
products of interest for possible future tracking. Itis interesting that some countries appear to
have an interes ina range of mercury-added productswhile othersfocus much more on certain

product categories.

A more detailed discussion of specific cusoms codes identified by a number of the respondents
isincluded in section 3.4 below.

3.4 Customs codes identified by countries in the survey

As mentioned above, appendix G ligs specific cusoms codes and productsidentified by
countries responding to the Products Partnership survey. The seven survey regpondents that
chose to lig specific cusoms codes were Argentina, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Burundi, Canada,
Mexico, Uruguay and Vietnam. A summary of the product categoriesthey identified ispresented
in Table 2below.

Table 2. Product categoriesof particular interest as identified by respondents to the survey

Mercury-added product categories
covered by annex A to the Minamata

Conv ention

| Bosniaand
Herzegovina
Canada
Uruguay

X| Burundi

Batteries

Switchesand relays

Com pact fluorescent lamps
Linear fluorescent lamps

High-pressure sodium or mercury vapor
lamps

Cold-cathode and external electrode X
fluorescentlamps

Cosmetics
Pesticides, biocides, etc.
Measuring devices X X

X1 X Vietnam

x
x
x

X X X| X X] Argentina
X | X X| X| X[ Mexico

XXX X

Dental amalgam X

Product categories not covered by
annex A
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Mercury, mercury compounds and/or X X X
non-dental amalgams

Other mercury-added productsnot X X X X
covered byannex A

The product groups most often identified by these seven respondents were those groups that
include the more visble or higher volume mercury-added products(i.e., batteries,
swnitchegrelays, lampsand measuring devices). In its survey response, only Mexico covered all
of the product categorieslised inPart | of annex A to the Convention.

The customs codesliged in regponse to the survey alsoreflect, in some cases, domegtic interest
inmercury-added productsnot currently regulated by the Minamata Convention. For example,
Canada is interested in tracking mercury-added products excluded from itsmercury regulations,
such as fliagnogtic orlaboratory reagents, and dental amalgam. And, Argentinaisinterested in

| Cc 1ted [SG18]: These may be exempted from

having better information on the use of mercury in industrial processes as a catalyst or reaction
initiator or accelerator.

These country responses to the survey are useful for several reasons:

e Theyindicate the general domegtic prioritiesfor product categoriesto be defined by more
precise cusoms codes,

e They have identified a number of codes of more than six digitsthat may eventually be
harmonized with other countries; and

e They confirm that up to nowthese countries have not consdered or been motivated to
harmonize their efforts with other countries.

3.5 Key ministries and agencies dealing with customs codes

As evidentin the responses to Question 4 above, a broad range of authoritiesand other
sakeholders may be involved in the revison or development of new cusoms codes of more
than sx digits, depending on the process that each country followsfor thistype of change.
However, the key authoritiesinvolved in nearly every country include the Ministry of Finance and
Economy (typically responsible for Cusoms and Excise),'® and the Minigtries of Environment
and Health—or equivalent minigries to these.

While discussed in more detail below, typically a ministry (such as health or environment) that
identifiesthe need fora new or revised cusoms code will firs¢ make its case to the minigry of
finance or economy, which may convene an advisory committee on the matter. If that procedure
leadsto a positive decison by the minisgry of finance or economy, then the cusoms authorities
are responsible for implementationofthe new or revised code.

% An “excise” isa tax levied on certain goods and commodities produced or sold within a country, and on
licensesgranted for certain activities.
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4 Followup researchand consultation

4.1 Consultation with key stakeholders

The mandate from COP-2 is to deliver possble approachesfor cusoms codes to identify and
diginguish between mercury-added and non-mercury-added productslisted in annex Ato the
Convention, and to also consder possble approachesfor the harmonization of the relevant
cugoms codes. In order to adequately respond to these requests, more detailed information on
anumber of issues is needed, including understanding the technical modality of creating
cugoms codes, identifying key gakeholder interegs, etc.As such, during the drafting of this
report, several key sakeholders were ased for input due to previousinvolvement or special
expertise in dealing with the followingsorts of issues.

Existing customs codes for mercury-added products

¢ Identifying online sources of various countries cusoms codes

¢ Identifyingvariouscountries cusoms codes (more than sx digits) that specifically identify
mercury-added products

e Dealing with cases where countriesmay already be usng different cusoms codes for the
same mercury-added product

Processes for generating and approving new customs codes

e Understanding any domesdtic congtraints on revisng or adding cusoms codes for this
purpose

e Undergtanding the process for generating and approving new 6-digit codes, and how it
has been used in various multilateral environmental agreements

e Describing the process for generating and approving new codes of more than sx digits

e Ensuring that new cusoms codesare properly defined and worded (for example,“dental
amalgam materials’may include metal powders, elemental mercury, capsules, metallic
‘tablets” etc.)

Harmonization of customs codes for mercury-added products

e Seeking to ensure maximum harmonization of new codes
e Consdering the optionsof harmonizing new codes via regional organizationsor via
national authorities

4.2 - Approaches for HS codes of six digits

The WCO procedure for developing new HS codes of sx digitshas been previoudy described in
section 2.4.Some of the more practical details, according to WCO procedure, are presented
below.

Two levels of subheadings (5-digit and 6-digit subheadings)

In heading 90.25in the current HS, the yellow highlighted partsare 5-digit subheadings (with
one-dash (-)) and the blue-highlighted partsare 6-digit subheadings(with two-dashes (--)), as
shown in Table 3.
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Table 3. Explanation of HS subheadings
Hydrometers and similar floating instruments, thermometers,

9025 pyrometers, barometers, hygrometers and psychrometers, recording or
not, and any combination of these instruments

- Thermometersand pyrometers, not combined with other instruments:
9025.11 - -Liquid filled, for direct reading

9025.19 - - Other
subheading
. 9025.1
9025.80 - Otherinstruments

9025.90 - Parts

The 5-digit subheadingsdefine the scope of 6-digit subheadingsunderthem. For example, the
text of subheading 9025.1 definesthe scope of subheadings9025.11 and 9025.19. Therefore, in
order to keep the smplicity of the Nomenclature, the text used in a 5-digit subheading doesnot
need to be repeated in sx-digit subheadingsunder the 5-digit subheading.

Re-use of HS Codes.

When an exigting HS code is changed as a result of an HS amendment, the former HS code
should not be re-used for a certain period (typically at least 12 years), to avoid possble
confuson in trade gatigics If an HS code were to be re-used for a different definition of goods,
datigtical users of the HS would find it difficult to compare trade data of different HS codes
covering the same commodities.

For example, if subheading 9025.11 issubdivided into two categories(i.e. for (a) mercury-
containing itemsand (b) others), the subheading code 9025.11 should not be re-used due to the
change of scope. In thiscase, the creation of new 6-digit codes(e.g. subheadings 9025.12 for
category (a) and 9025.13 for category (b)) could be a solution.

Following are some specific cases where 6-digit codeshave been developed in support of other
Multilateral Environmental Agreements.

6-digit codes for the Rotterdam Conventionon the Prior Informed Consent (PIC)
Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade

For many years the PIC Secretariat has sought the assstance of the WCO in developing
specific 6-digit codes. Arecent example providesan idea of the time required to go through this
process. InApril/May 2017, the Conference of the Partiesto the Rotterdam Convention decided
to amend annex Il to the Conventionto ligt carbofuran, trichlorfon, and short-chain chlorinated
paraffins, among others, as industrial chemicals.In November 2017, the BRS Secretariat sent a
letter proposing to the WCO to assign separate cusoms codes to these chemicals and in the
same month, the Harmonized System Review Subcommittee (HSRS) began to discuss the
proposal. In November 2018, the HSRS agreed to amendmentsforthese chemicalsand
forwarded them to the Harmonized System Committee for possible adoption. In March 2019, the
Harmonized Sysem Committee agreed to provisonally adopt the amendments,which will be
submitted for final adoption by the WCO Council in June 2019. Barring reservations by a
Contracting Party to the Harmonized System within sx months of the adoption of the
amendments, these will be included inthe 2022 edition of the Harmonized Commodity
Description and Coding System, and enter into force on 1 January 2022.
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Some 6-digit HS codes created for chemicalslised in the Rotterdam Conventionare presented
in appendix E.*%As discussed later, thisis one approach that couldbe considered in orderto
generate better data on trade in mercury-added products.

6-digit codes for the Montreal Protocol

In the context of the Montreal Protocol, the Ozone Secretariat worked with the Montreal
Protocol’s Scientific Assessment Panel and with the Technology andEconomic Assessment
Panel to lig the substances thatParties wanted to be universally identified by6-digit HS

codes. The Ozone Secretariat communicated the namesof those chemicalsto WCO, which was
responsble for creating a specific code for each chemical.The WCO Secretariat prepared an
initial draft proposal of 6-digit HS codes, which was forwarded to the WCO’s Harmonized
Sysem Committee, under which there are two sub-committees— the Harmonized Sysem
Review Sub-Committee and theScientific Sub-Committee. The resulting recommendation from
the Harmonized Sysem Committee was sent to the Cusoms Cooperation Councilfor final
approval. Thisprocess required about three years.?’

The decison to identify 6-digit HS codes for ozone-depleting substances was motivated by the
dedre that these codes should be intemationally harmonized and readily identifiable in any
country’s trade dtatistics.

The time required to develop these HS codes was dependent on the WCO schedule of
meetings, and the availability of information the sub-committeesneeded to do theirwork, notto
mention the complex nature of some chemicalsor products targeted. The WCO responds to
numerous requests from WCO members and other bodies around the world.

4.3 Approaches for customs codes of more than six digits
Thailand’s response to needs of the Basel Convention

In the case of Thailand,the Pollution Control Department (PCD) is the focalpoint to the Basel
Convention. Following one of the Basel Convention COPs, the PCD decided to classfy
specifichazardouswastes identified by the Basel Convention by using the national gatigtical
codes In thiscase aworking group was appointed by theSubcommittee on the Basel
Convention under the National Environment Board.The working group comprised four main
organizations: theDepartment of Industrial Works (the competent authority of Thailand to
theBasel Convention), the Department of Foreign Trade, the Federation of Thai Industries
(representativeof the private sector),and the Ministry of Finance (Cusoms Department,
Informationand Communication Technology Bureau and Customs Tariff Bureau).

The main task for thisworking groupwas to establish the national gatistical codesfor the specific
Basel hazardouswastes (in thiscase the Basel Codes provided some guidance). Pfter

identifying the statistical codes, theywere submitted tothe Customs Department by the
Information and Communication Technology Bureau to determine whether the new codesin any
way duplicated already existing codes. Afterit was determined that there was no duplication,the
Cugoms Department (Cusoms Tariff Bureau) issuedan officialCusoms Department
Notificationto implement the new national cusoms datigtical codes. Then the PCD also
prepared a technical manual on the classfication of Basel hazardouswagtes by national
gatigtical codes in order to facilitate the utilization of these codes.

6 Article 13 of the Rotterdam Convention encouraged the World Customs Organization (WCO) to assign

specific Harmonized System Codes (HS Codes) to the individual chemicals or groups of chemicals
listed in annex Illof the Rotterdam Convention. Partiesare required to ensure that, when exported, the
shipping document for that chemical bearsthe appropriate HS code. See <http://www.pic.int
/TheConvention/Chemicals/AnnexllIChemicalsHarmonizedSystemCodeg/tabid/1159/language
/en-US/Default.aspx>.

¥ Communication with the Ozone Secretariat, 17 April 2019.
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Uruguay’s response to needs of the Stockholm Convention

In a amilarmannerto that described above, in 2017 Uruguay created a number of gatigtical
codes (in colored text) of more than 6 digitsto help identify key chemical substances of concern
with regard to implementation of the Stockholm Convention.*® These are presented in Table 4
below.

Table 4. Statistical codes developed by Uruguay for inplementation of the Stockholm
Convention

Customs o
code Description
Ethers, ether-alcohols, ether-phenols, ether-alcohol- phenols, alcohol peroxides,
2909 ether peroxides, ketone peroxides (whether or not chemically defined), and their
halogenated, sulfonated, nitrated or nitrosated derivatives
2909.30 Aromatic ethersand their halogenated, sulfonated, nitrated or nitrosated derivatives
2909.30.2 Halogenated, sulfonated, nitrated or nitrosated derivatives
2909.30.29 Other
2909.30.29.10 Pentachloroanisole
2909.30.29.20 Tetra- or pentabromodiphenyl ether
2909.30.29.30 Hexa-, hepta- or octabromodiphenyl ether
2909.30.29.90 Other

Customs codes are a very useful tool to identify traded controlled chemicals. They are, however,
by no meansthe only source of data collection asParties can collect data by usng other sources
such as using import andexport licenses, etimated data, etc.Cusoms codes are used primarily
in trackingtrade. They are therefore used by importing and exporting countriesto crosscheck
data on controlled productsthrough confirmation of countries imports or exports. In case of data
mismatch, itiseasy to identify trade flows.

4.4 Mercury-added products as components of larger products

Some mercury-added products are frequently used as componentsofassembled products
Examplesinclude switchegrelays that can be used in a variety of applicationssuch as pumps,
appliances, orindudtrial machinery; batteries, used in watches, toys, cameras and otherdevices,
and lampsincorporated in variouselectronic devices.

Article 4, paragraph 5 of the Minamata Convention stipulates, “Each Party shall take measures
to prevent the incorporation into assembled products ofmercury-added productsthe
manufacture, import and export of which are not allowed for itunder thisarticle.”For some product
categories, such as snitches, relaysand batteries, it may take some time to develop and
implementcertain of such measures, depending on what kind of measures national governments
choose to take with respect to thisobligation.In the meantime,it may not be known what portion
of the use of certain mercury-added productsis represented by assembled products. Therefore,
identifying these additional assembled products may be helpful to some Parties with respect
toarticle 4.

8 Uruguay Ministry of Finance and Economy letter dated 29 March 2017, from Asesora Ec. Valeria Brito
to Directora Susana Diaz.
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5 Respondingto Decision MC-2/9

5.1 6-digitHS codes

The Minamata Convention (Part | of annex A) product categoriesare already mostlyincluded in
6-digit HS codes in the WCO nomenclature. Table 5below providesa general overview of many
of the applicable 6-digit HS codes which are presented in greater detail in appendixH (a
preliminary lis compiled by UNEP) and appendixI (a more comprehensve working list prepared
by Argentina’s Directorate of Substances and Chemical Products, within the Secretariat of
Environment and Sustainable Development).t®

Table 5. 6-digit HS codes for Minamata Convention annex A products

Categories of mercury-added
products covered by the Minamata
Conv ention, annex A, Part |

Corresponding 6-digit HS codes

Batteries

8506.10: Manganese dioxide
8506.30: Mercuric oxide
8506.40: Silver oxide
8506.60: Air-zinc

8506.80: Other

Switchesand relays

8535.30: Isolating switches and make-and-break switches

8535.40: Lightning arresters, voltage limitersand surge
suppressors

8535.90: Others

8536.41: Relays

8536.50: Switches

8536.90: Other electrical apparatus

Compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs)

8539.31: Discharge lamps, fluorescent and hot cathode

Linear fluorescent lamps (LFLS)

8539.31: Discharge lamps, fluorescent and hot cathode

High pressure mercury vapour lamps
(HPMV)

8539.32: Mercury or sodium vapor lamps

Cold cathode fluorescent lamps
(CCFLs) and external electrode
fluorescent lamps (EEFLS)

8539.39: Cold-cathode fluorescent lamps

Cosmetics

3304.10: Lip make-up preparations
3304.99: Beauty or make-up, or skin care preparations

3401.11: Soap; organic surface-active productsand
preparationsfor use assoap

3401.19: Soap; organic surface-active productsand
preparationsfor use assoap

3401.20: In the form of flakes, granules, powder, soft soap
orliquid soap
3401.30: Liquid or cream for washing skin

Pesticides, biocidesand topical
antiseptics

3808.50: Insecticides, rodenticides, fungicides, herbicides,
anti-sprouting products and plant growth regulators,
disinfectantsand similar products

¥ The listsin appendix H and appendix | are provided to assist countriesto identify relevant product
categories, and to support later in-depth analysis. They have not been vetted for comprehensiveness,
nor for the possible inclusion of some HS codesfor productsthat do not contain mercury.
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Non-electronic measuring devices: 9018.19: Medical, surgical and veterinary instruments other

() barometers; (b) hygrometers; than electro-diagnostic apparatus

(c) manometers; (d) thermometers;, 9018.39: catheters, cannulae, bougiesand the like

(e) sphygmomanometers. 9018.90: Other instruments and appliancesincluding
sphygmomanometers

9025.11: liquid-filled thermometersand pyrometers
9025.80: Other instrumentsincluding barometers

9026.10: Instrumentsand apparatusfor measuring or
checking the flow or level of liquids

9026.20: Instrumentsand apparatusfor measuring or
checking pressure

9026.80: Instruments and apparatus for checking other
variablesof liquidsor gases

Categories of mercury-added
products covered by the Minamata Corresponding 6-digit HS codes
Conv ention, annex A, Part Il

Dental amalgam 3006.40: Dental cements and other dental fillings; bone

reconstruction cements

An example of new HS codes

If the COP decidesin favor of new 6-digit HS codes, one possble option (of three) suggested by
WCO daff is presented in Table 6below. Bearing in mind the rulesprevioudy mentioned for
amending HS codes, in thiscase it would be advisable to retire the exiging code 9025.11 and to
replace it with more detailed subheadings.

Table 6. Possible HS codes to identify mercury thermometers

Hydrometers and similar floating instruments, thermometers, pyrometers,

9025 barometers, hygrometers and psychrometers, recording or not, and any
combination of these instruments

9025.1 - Thermometersand pyrometers, not combined with other instruments:

9025.12 - - Containing mercury, for direct reading

9025.13 - - Other containing mercury S0 9025'1.4 -
. ) ’ Current subheading

9025.14 - - Otherliquid-filled, for direct reading 9025.11

9025.19 - -Other

9025.8 - Otherinstruments

9025.81 - - Containing mercury

9025.89 - -Other

90259 - Parts

9025.91 - - Containing mercury

9025.99 - -Other

Source: WCO

While WCO agreed that6-digit HS codes can be useful to monitor trade in support of
international conventions, they also cautioned aboutboth the time required to go through the
formal procedure, and the “trade reality.”For example, if the trade volumesof certain products
are not very large, WCO may be less eagerto createnew subheadings. The greater the number
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of codes included in the HS, the more complex itsstructure and the greater the burden for HS
users.

5.2 Customs codes of more than six digits

Of all6-digit product categoriespresented in Table 5 above, only the code “8506.30: Mercuric
oxide batteries'issufficiently precise to identify a mercury-added productlised underPart | of
annex A to the Minamata Convention. All other codesin the table may include both mercury-
added and non-mercury-added products. Therefore, newand/or more detailed codesare
needed to better identify the remaining annex A, Part |, products. Some useful codeshave
already been developed by a few countries, as presented below, but are not yet widely shared.

Uruguay

The Minamata Convention was ratified by the Uruguayan governmentaccording to Law No.
19,267 in September 2014. Forimplementation of Article 4 of the Convention, the National
Directorate of Environment (DINAMA),under the Ministry of Housing, Territorial Planning and
Environment (MVOTMA), recognized the need for better information on mercury-added products
entering the country, and determined that such information could beobtained through enhanced
cugoms codes.

Previousresearch on the lifecycle of mercury-added productsin Uruguay had determined that
medical deviceswere identified asthe highed priority lised productsthat needed to be better
controlled.?®

In order to sudy the possbility of creating new customs codes for this purpose, DINAMA
convened a working group under the name of "Proyecto Mercurio," which included
representatives of the Ministry of Public Health (MSP), the Technological Laboratory of Uruguay
(LATU), and the National Directorate of Cusoms (DNA).

Working from the exigting structure of the Mercosur Common Nomenclature of 8-digit codes, the
working group identified new 10-digit gatigtical codes(shown in Table 7 below), to specify both
clinical thermometers and blood pressure measuring devices containing mercury. 10-digit codes
may be created in thismanner at the discretion of the national government, without prior
approval of Mercosur.

A draft Resolution proposing these 10-digit revisonsto the National Tariff 2017 was submitted to
the Director of the Commercial Policy Advisory Unit, General Directorate of the Secretariat,
Ministry of Economy and Finance, for consderation, finalization and implementation by the DNA.

Meanwhile, Proyecto Mercurio continuesto work on creating cusoms codes for other mercury-
added products.

% See Proyecto “Gestion ambientalmente adecuada del ciclo de vida de los productos que contienen
mercurio y susdesechos» -- Ciclo de vida productos con uso intencional mercurio,
MVOTMA,December 2016. <http://www.mvotma.gub.uy/ambiente/gestion-de-residuos-y-
sustancias/sustancias-quimicas/mercurio/uruguay-y-el-
mercurio/item/download/7828 a5b5be9d99b33dbca79220
d78b9a61d7>
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Table 7. New custons codes for medical devices - Uruguay

Mercosur Common

Nomenclature

Changes to the

National Tariff 2017 Description

9018.90.92 Devicesfor measuring blood pressure
9018.90.92.10 Containing mercury
9018.90.92.90 Others
9025.11.10 Clinical thermometers
9025.11.10.10 Containing mercury
9025.11.10.90 Others

Source: Ministry of Finance and Economy letter of 29 March 2017

Table 8, forexample, shows how Uruguay has not only introduced datigical codesto identify
lampscontaining mercury, but it hasalso created codesto identify lamps complying with the
mercury content permitted by the Minamata Convention (see colored text).

Table 8. Uruguay codes for mercury-added lanps

Customs code

Description

8539.3 - Lamparasy tubosde descarga, excepto losde rayos ultravioletas:
8539.31.00 - - Fluorescentes, de catodo caliente

8539.31.00.10 | Tubosfluorescentesde céatodos calientes

8539.31.00.1 Lineales (LFL)

8539.31.00.11

De fosforo tribanda con un contenido de mercurio de hasta 5 mg por lampara

8539.31.00.12

Con fésforo en halofosfato con un contenido de mercurio hasta 10 mg por
lampara

8539.31.00.19

Lasdemas

8539.31.00.20

Lamparasde uso doméstico con equipo auxiliar incorporado en lasmismasy
casquillo incluido E27 (casquillo)

8539.31.00.30

Lamparasde uso doméstico con equipo auxiliar incorporado en lasmismasy
casquillosincluidosE14 y E40 (casquillos)

8539.31.00.90

Lasdemas

8539.32.00

- - Lamparas de vapor de mercurio o sodio; ldmparas de halogenuro metélico

8539.32.00.10

Lamparasde vapor de mercurio a alta presion

8539.32.00.20

Lamparasde vapor de sodio

8539.32.00.30

Lamparasde halogenuro metalico

8539.32.00.90

Lasdemas

8539.39.00

--Los demas

8539.39.00.10

Lamparasfluorescentesde catodo frio y lamparasfluorescentesde electrodo
externo (CCFL y EEFL) para pantallas eléctricasde longitud de tubo corta
(<500 mm) con un contenido de mercurio hasta 3.5 mg por lampara
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Customs code | Description

8539.39.00.20 Lamparasfluorescentesde catodo frio y lamparasfluorescentesde electrodo
externo (CCFLy EEFL) para pantallas eléctricasde longitud de tubo medio
(>500 mm y <1 500 mm) conun contenido de mercurio hasta 5 mg por lampara

8539.39.00.30 Lamparasfluorescentesde catodo frio y lamparas fluorescentesde electrodo
externo (CCFL y EEFL) para pantallaseléctricasde longitud de tubo largo
(>1 500 mm) con un contenido de mercurio hasta 13 mg por lampara

8539.39.00.90 Lasdemas

Source: Uruguay customscodesvalid asof January 2019, including some minor corrections

Caribbean countries

Minamata Initial Assessments (MIAs) carried out for several Caribbean countriesinclude a
reference lig of 8-digit tariff codesfor mercury-added products, although these codesare not
necessarily used by the countriesthemselves. The ligis attached to thisreport as appendix J.

Argentina

As the National Authority responsible for the implementation of the Minamata Convention in
Argentina, the Secretariat of Environment and Sustainable Developmenthasbegun to take
measures to implementarticle 4 related to mercury-added productslised in annex Ato the
Convention. Thus,in 2019 the Secretariat issued Resolution 75/2019,%! which prohibits, from 1
January2020, the import, export and trade of mercury-added productslisted in Part |, annex A.

The next gep to implement Resolution 75/2019 isto determine how bed to enforce the
Resolution, including customs codesto be controlled, and other specific measures needed. As
mentioned above, a preliminary analyssof 6-digit HS codes (included asappendix I) hasbeen
carried out by the Directorate of Substances and Chemical Productsof the Secretariat of
Environment and Sugtainable Development, but further discussons with other key government
agencies(Secretariat of Commerce; Secretariat of Industry; Secretariat forthe Modernization of
Government; General Directorate of Cusoms) are needed in order to determine:1) the best
srategy to monitor and control the different categoriesof productdisted in annex A to the
Convention, including the creation of more customs codes of more than sx digits; and 2)whether
itisadvisable to pursue the same srategy for every mercury-added product categorylised in
annexA.

Countries using different codes for similar products

Even while Uruguay creates new cusoms codes to have better data on mercury-added products
coming into the country, the challengesapparent in harmonizing these codes are evident when
comparing with the situation of Mexico, for example. Table 9 demonstratesthat at the level of 8
digitsand more, the tariff codes used by Mexico deviate from the codesused by Uruguay and
Argentina. Thisisnot uncommon. However, it reinforcesthe need to identify and harmonize
codes for annex A products before Parties create new codes and render harmonization more
difficult.

% gee <httpi//servicios.infoleg.gob.arfinfoleginternet/anexos/315000-319999/319909/norma.htm>
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Table 9. Divergent tariff codes used by Mexico, Uruguay and Argentina

Mexican tariff codes Description
9018.90.03 Devicesfor measuring blood pressure
9025.11.99 Most liquid-filled thermometers, with a few exceptions

Uruguayan tariff codes

Description

9018.90.92

Devicesfor measuring blood pressure

9025.11.10

Clinical thermometers, liquid-filled

Argentine tariff code

Description

9025.11.10.000Y

Clinical thermometers, liquid-filled

Sources:Tarifade la Ley de Impuestos Generalesde Importaciény de Exportacion,

http:/mww.siicex-caaarem.org.mx/;Table 7; Appendix G.
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6 Suggestedapproaches

6.1 The COP-2 mandate

Decison MC-2/9 requires the Secretariat of the Minamata Convention to sugges “approaches
for customs codesto identify and distinguish non-mercury-added and mercury-added products
liged in annex A to the Convention, including approachesfor their possble harmonization.”

Thisreques is examined intwo parts.

1. Possble approachesfor cusoms codes to identify and diginguish non-mercury-added
and mercury-added productslised in annex Ato the Convention; and

2. Possble approachesfor the harmonization of these cusoms codes (i.e., approachesthat
enable Partiesto use the same codes, to the extent possible).

6.2 Suggested approaches toidentify and distinguish Annex A products

—With respect to “approaches’ for cusoms codesto identify and disinguish non-mercury-added
and mercury-added products,four main optionswere identified, any of which are likely to require
furtherdiscusson at COP-3:

A. Develop internationally harmonized HS codes of 6-digitspursuant to the established
WCO process,

B. Develop gatigtical codes of more than 6 digits (these could be developed invariousways
depending on the desired level of harmonization);

C. Deliver some combination of the two approachesabove (e.g., develop interim satigtical
codes of more than 6 digits, some or all of which could be superseded by 6-digit HS
codes created according to the formal WCO procedure); or

D. Do not create new cusgoms codes, butingead focus on the mercury-added productsthat
are already in commerce using any existing 6-digit cusoms codes (Note: inherentin this
option isthe expectationthat enhanced monitoring and other measures may be needed in
order to betterimplement the Convention obligationsrelated to the mercury-added
products lised in annex Ato the Convention).

Based on the previousresearch and analyss, each of these approacheswill be briefly assessed
againg several non-mutually exclusve factors, such as feasbility, complexity, implementation
time and/or other criteria.

A. New 6-digit HS codes for all annex A listed products

Using 6-digit HS codes for differentiating mercury-added from non-mercury-added products— as
discussed in section 2.2 —would build on the established WCO structure and formal procedures
(e.g., rules of origin, monitoring of controlled goods, etc.). In line with HS practice, thisapproach
would imply “automatic” intemational harmonization, since all countriesusing the HS system
would be obliged underthe WCO process to adopt the same HS codes. International
harmonization would enhance collection of data (for better responding to reporting obligationsin
accordance with article 21)and comparisons with other Parties, including data cross-checking
between imports and exports. Consderation would also need to be given to howto bes to
convey in the context of the WCO process the identification of the mercury-added productslisted
in annex A within the HS codes.

Regarding timing and complexity, thisapproach would be subject to the regimented and
resource-intensve WCO process for creating and amending 6-digit HS codes, as described in
section 2.4, which operateson a 5-year cycle for proposal, review, approval, and
implementation. For example, because the recently completed sixth Harmonized System review
cycle istargeting January 2022 for entry into force, the earliest possible year for adopting HS
codes for differentiating mercury-added from non-mercury-added productswould be 2027,
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assuming timely cooperation by all sakeholders. In addition, the WCO process does not easly
accommodate additional productsthat may be added to annex A once the WCO process is
underway. Finally, if there isa long delayin developing 6-digit HS codes, many Parties are likely
to create national gatigtical codesof more than sx digitsin the interim, possibly with little
international harmonization.

B. Customs codes of more than six digits for all annex A listed products

Developing statistical codesof more than six digitsforidentifying and differentiating mercury-
added from non-mercury-added products— as described in section 2.5 — allows national
governmentsand regional entitieson their own initiative to add two or more digits (typically fora
total of eight to ten digits) to an exigting 6-digit HS code. Thisapproach is already frequently
used by countries for tariff and gatigtical purposes. For thisapproach to be mog effective to
support the Minamata Convention, itisadvisable to maximize the level of harmonization (see
section 6.3 for additional discusson of harmonization)so that as many countriesas possible are
using the same codes for the same products.

Delegating thistask to some sort of expert group, or soliciting a recommendation from the WCO,
would permit the Partiesto fairly rapidly develop appropriate satigtical codesfor the annex A
products. Such an approach would also imply less of a burden on national governmentsand
regional entitiesthat would not have to each separately develop their own product definitions
and codes. National governmentswould then work with their cusoms authoritiesand implement
the new codes according to their own procedures, although it should be foreseen that some
Parties would need consder whetherto adjust their exising codes somewhat in order to
accommodate new codes for the annex A products.

C. Hybrid approach

Combining the more formal 6-digit (asin A above) and more dynamic greater-than-6-digit (asin
B above) approaches could offer a way to seize some of the attributes of both approachesfor
differentiating mercury-added from non-mercury-added products As discussed in section 6.2.B.,
relatively little time would be required for national governmentsto go through the process of
developing andimplementing interim codesof more than six digits. In parallel, the lengthier HS
6-digit process described in section 6.2.A. could be launched under the WCO, with the
expectation that new 6-digit codeswould ultimately replace some or all of the interim codes of
more than six digits.

The COP could more effectively encourage Partiesto work toward harmonization of interim
codes with more than six digitsknowing that that 6-digit HS codes are likely to follow. On the
other hand, it would likely be a challenge to replace the interim codesafter they have beenin
place for several years and Parties have grown accusomed to usng them. Moreover — as
mentionedin section 6.2.A. —the formal WCO process takes consderable time, and thiswould
be in addition to the initial process of developing and implementing interim codes Whether the
final step of adopting the 6-digit WCO codes would prove to be necessary may depend upon the
level of harmonization achieved in the interim.

D. No new customs codes

The fourth option relieson the exigting 6-digit HS code structure while encouraging Partiesto
use available toolsand resources more effectively to implement Minamata Convention
redrictions on mercury-added productsin Part | of annex A. Under thisoption, Partieswould
focus on trade of mercury-added productsin existing 6-digit codesand, where already in use,
codes of more than 6 digits, and they could further develop such toolsas regulations, monitoring
procedures, labelling requirements, etc., to identify and control mercury-added products. The
use of exiging HS codesto differentiate mercury-added from non-mercury-added products
would result in quicker, smpler, and less expensive implementation, although Cusoms
involvementwould probably be greater than with the previousthree options. In addition,
individual Partieswould be more able to redtrict their focusto national interests and priorities
with regard to which, if any, productslisted in annex Ato address further at the national level.
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On the other hand, Parties could be expected to act with little coordination and highly variable
degrees of implementation—some targeting certain product groupsand devoting less attention
to others, some relying heavily on certain measures and less on others, some involved in
intensive monitoring and othersless s, etc. Moreover, new or amended legidation might be
used by some Parties to develop specific domestic tracking/monitoring mechanisms and, if those
mechanisms are not the same (or subgtantially congruent) for all Parties, then implementation
would be even less comprehensive or consistent. Thiswould place a heavier burden on
Cugtoms to deal with a larger volume of products. Finally, these mechanisms are available to
national governmentsat any time should governmentsfind these mechanisms useful to facilitate
Convention implementation.

6.3 Suggested approaches for harmonization of new customs codes

Regardless of particular approachesto identify and digtinguish annex A products, itisalso
important to consgder effortsto harmonizecusoms codes, in which Partieswould be encouraged
to use the same codesfor the same mercury-added products. Harmonization — whether
mandatory or voluntary — poses both opportunitiesand challenges.

For example, harmonization could result in enhanced communication and collaboration among
Parties, thus facilitating implementation and reporting under article 21 and lead to improved
intemational comparability of the Parties manufacturing, import and export datafor annex A
products, including data crosschecking between importsand exports). If the task of developing
new cusoms codes isassigned to an expert working group, then national governmentsmay
realize a significantly reduced burden.

Mandatory approach

A mandatory approach to harmonization would encourage uniform definitionsof products, as
well as less burden on national governmentsand regional entitiesif the cussoms codes are
developedjointlyamong the Parties. However, the form in which thismandate would be created
would need to be further clarified. It also may be difficultto reach consensus in cases where
governmentshave already taken separate measures to identify annex A products.

Voluntary approach

A voluntary approach to harmonization should require consderably lesstime for codes to be
defined and implemented by the Parties, as well as be relatively smple and less resource
intensive. Partieswould need to be mindful of and encourage the involvement of Cusoms
authoritiesduring the process. Nonetheless, itis gill possble that some Parties may develop
varying parameters for each of the annex A products and different codes.

Consequently, the result may prove to be globally incomplete. There are a number of cases in
which countriesuse different tariff or gatistical codes forthe same product, typically cases
where data are collected for countries own purposes. In cases where alegally binding
multilateral environmental agreement (such as the Minamata Convention) requiresParties to
report on certain trade activity, it would appear to be preferable for Partiesto use the same
customs codes. Where the customs codes differ, the importing Party’scustoms codes is typically
utilized.

Degree of harmonization

Since the COP decison hasrequested the development of possble approachesfor international
harmonization of cusoms codes for the productslised in annex A, then the most obvious
quegtion is How muchharmonization and/or coordination do Partieswish to pursue?

The response to that question, however, is linked to the issue of whether one isconsdering
cusoms codes of gx digitsor more than sx digits. If the WCO is requeged to develop HS codes
(i.e., 6-digit codes), then harmonization iscomplete since all Partiesare obliged to adopt these
codes underthe HS sysem. On the other hand, if a process is initiated to develop voluntary
datigtical codes of more than sx digits, then different degreesof harmonization are possble.
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Ranging from complete harmonization to none at all, different levelsof harmonization are
represented by the following options:

e Complete harmonization— A COP process is initiated to develop appropriate cusoms
codes of more than sx digitsthat Parties adopt in accordance with the Minamata
Convention procedures.

e Harmonization at the level of regional trade organizations — A working group
developsa range of appropriate cusoms codes, and Parties to their regpective regional
trade organizationsdecide whether all Partiesin their region will adoptthe codes.

e Harmonization by countries that cooperate voluntarily — A working group developsa
range of appropriate cusoms codes. Partiesare encouraged but not obliged to adopt
them.

¢ No harmonization — All Parties develop their own cusoms codes-—or not--as they
congder bes.

6.4 |mplementation and otherissuesof concern

Otherrelevantissues were identified or raised by intervieweesduring thisresearch. Some of
those issues that might be keptin mind include:

e AppendicesHand | lig a great number of relevant annex A product categoriescovered
by 6-digit HS codes It may not be realigtic or cost-effective to create cusoms codes for
all of the mercury-added productscovered by these product categories As a result,
different Partiesmay prefer to focus on different mercury-added productsor groups of
products that may be of particular concern to them. Such orientationsappeared to be
evident from the results of the Global Mercury Partnership survey.

e Although the main productsof concemn vary greatly among the Parties some may wish
to prioritize certain mercury-added product groupsfor initial attention. If so,Parties could
compare and “prioritize” certain product groupsin terms of total mercury consumed
yearly by the product group;the ease of monitoring and controlof the product group; the
number of countriesinvolved in ongoing trade of the product group; the difficulty of
controlling mercury emissons and releases from the product group; the total annual
mercury emissons and releases from the product group according to the Global Mercury
Asessment 2018; etc.

e Parties may wish to consder how to deal with assembled productsthat contain mercury-
added components, once the COP has considered thisreport with respect to cusoms
codes related to annex A products.

e Parties may be reticent to create such narrowly defined cusoms codes for mercury-
added productsthat quegionsarise concerning commercial confidentiality of trade data.

e Customs officers may expect some challengesin trying to determine whether lamps
contain more than 3,5 mg of mercury, or button zinc-air batteriescontain more than 2%

mercury, glthough many have been dealing with such battery requirementsfor several | Commented [SG20]: Good point, even cosmetics with
years already.Some Partiesdo not haveaccess to certified laboratoriesand accredited < 1ppm mercury are deemed acceptable.

testing methods.

e Parties that have more gringent limitsthan the Convention on the mercury content of
lampsmay require some additional processes when trading with countriesthat smply
meet the Minamata limits.

e Some Partiesdo not have the capacity to implement or make use of new cusoms codes,
others have considerable challengessmply in ensuring effective implementation, and
would benefit more from capacity building, human resources, etc., rather than such a
narrow focus on mercury-added products.

e There will be challengesfor Parties to deal with othersthat may have different
exemptionsor proceses in place forannex A mercury-added productssome Parties will
phase out products in 2020,0thers may apply an exemption for 5 or 10 years, etc.lt was
suggested by one interviewee that the Secretariat of the Minamata Convention should
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consder such issues in parallel with the work on cusoms codes for mercury-added
products.

6.5 Conclusion

[Condderation will be given asto whether a concluding paragraph isuseful once the comment
period has expired and the Executive Summary isprepared.]
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Appendix A—Decision MC-2/9

The Conference of the Patrties,

Acknowledging that improving the data generated by the Harmonized Sysem may be a way to
facilitate the implementation of article 4 of the Convention, improve national reporting under
article 21 and foster better communication among trading partners,

Taking into consderation the survey on the Harmonized System initiative developed by the
United Nations Environment Programme Global Mercury Partnership — Products Partnership,

Requests the secretariat, in collaboration with the ProductsPartnership and in consultation with
relevant organizations

(@) Tosuggeg, taking into account the results of the survey on the Harmonized System
Initiative developed by the UNEP Global Mercury Partnership — Products Partnership,
approaches for cusoms codesto identify and diginguish non-mercury-added and mercury-
added productslised in annex Ato the Convention, including approachesfor their possble
harmonization;

(b) To circulate to partiesand other sakeholders a draft report forcomments by May 2019;

(c) To receive commentsfrom parties and other sakeholders on the draft report until 1 August
2019;

(d) To revise the draft report, taking into account the commentsreceived in accordance with
subparagraph (c) above;

(e) To present the report to the Conference of the Parties at its third meeting for its
consideration.
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Appendix B—Minamata Convention—annexA

[to be replaced with a less blurry verson]

Annex A

Mercury-added products
The following products are excluded from this Annex:

(a) Products essential for civil protection and military uses,

(b) Products for research, calibration of mstrumentation, for use as reference standard:

() Where no feasible mercury-free alternative for replacement is available, switches and relays,
cold cathode fluorescent lamps and external electrode Muorescent Jamps (CCFL and EEFL) for
electronic displays, and measunng devices:

() Products used in traditional or religious practices; and

(e) Vaceines containing thiomersal as preservatives.

Part I: Products subject to Article 4, paragraph 1

Date after which the
manufacture, Impore or
Mercury-added products export of the product
shall not be allowed
(phase-out date)
Bateries, except for bugon 2 sitver oxide baneries with 3 mercury content = 2% amd 2020
button zinc air batieries with a mercury content < 2%
Switches and relays, except very high accuracy capaci and loss meas 2020
bridges and high frequency radio frequency switches and relays in monitoring and
comltrol msir wilh a 1 METCUry ¢ ol 20 myg per bridge, swilch or
relay
Compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs) for general lighting purposes that are < 30 watts with 2020
a mercury content exceedmg 5 mg per lamp burner
Linear fluorescent lamps (LFLs) for general lighting purposes: 2020
(a) Triband phosphor < 60 watts with a mercury content exceeding 5 mg per lamp.
(b) Halophosphate phosphor < 40 watts with a y content fing 10 mg per
lamp
High pressure mereury vapour lamps (HPMV) for general lighting purposes 2020
Mercury in cold cathode fluorescent lamps and external electrode fluorescent lamps 2020
(CCFL and EEFL) for electronic displays:
(u) short length (< 500 mm) with v ding 3.5 mg per lamp
(b) medium length (> 500 mm and < 1 S00 mm) with mercury content exceeding § mg
pet lamp
(c) long length (= | 500 mm) with mercury content exceeding 13 mg per lamp
Cosmetics (with mercury content above 1ppm), including skin hghtening soaps and 2020
creams, and not including eye area cosmetics where mercury is used as a preservative
and no effective and safe substitute prescrvatives are available™
Pesticrdes, biocides and topical antiseptics 2020
The following non-clectronic measuring devices except non-clectronic measuring 2020
devices mstalled in larg le e or those used for high precision measurement,
where no suitable mercury-free alternative 1s available:
(a) barometers;
(b) hygrometers;
(C) manometers,
(d) thermomcters;
(¢) sphygmomanometers.

¥ The intention is not to cover cosmetics, soaps or creams with trace contaminants of mereury.



Part I1: Products subject to Article 4, paragraph 3

Mercury-added products

Provisions

Dental amalgam

Measures 1o be taken by a Party to phase down the use of dental amalgam shall
take into account the Party’s domestic circumstances and relevant international
guidance and shall include two or more of the measures from the following list:

(i)

(i)
(iii)

()

W)

)

(vil)

Setting national objectives aiming at dental caries prevention and health
ion, thereby minimizing the need for dental restoration:

r
Setting national objectives aiming at minimizing 1ts use;

Promoting the use of cost-effective and clinically effective mercury-free
alternatives for dental restoration;

Promoting rescarch and development of quality mercury=free materials
for dental restoration;

Encouraging representative professional organizations and dental schools
10 educate and train dental professionals and students on the use of
mercury-free dental restoration alternatives and on promoting best
management practices;

Discouraging insurance policies and programmes thit tavour dental
amalgam use over mercury-free dental restoration;

Encouraging insurance policies and programmes that favour the use of
quality alternatives to dental amalgam for dental restoration;

(Vi) Resricting the use of dentil amal 2am 10 its encapsulated form;

(x)

Promoting the use of best environmental practices in dental facilities to
reduce releases of mereury and mercury compounds to water and land.
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Appendix C—Mexicantrade in thermometersand pyrometers

HE code 02511 Thamometars and pyromeiers; Boguld filled, for direct mcding, not oo ined with o ther insmemanis

Sauce Cormerads dsis s censd S My 019
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Appendix D—WCO recommendation of statistical codes (morethan 6
digits)

RECOMMENDATION OF THE CUSTOMS CO-OPERATION COUNCIL*
ON THE INSERTION IN NATIONAL STATISTICAL NOMENCLATURES OF
SUBHEADINGS TO FACILITATE THE COLLECTION AND COMPARISON OF
TRADE DATA ON HAND-MADE PRODUCTS
(7 July 2000)

THE CUSTOMS CO-OPERATION COUNCIL,

NOTING that the Harmonized System has been widely adopted by countries and Customs or
economic unions,

RECOGNIZING that hand-made products represent a significant share of trade and tounsm
revenues for developing countries as well as developed countries,

CONSIDERING that hand-made products have not been separately identified in the
Harmonized System,

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the request by the International Trade Centre (UNCTAD/WTO) for
the collection and comparison of trade data on hand-made products with a view to
formulating trade promotion strategies at international level for such products,

RECOMMENDS that Member administrations, Contracting Parties to the Harmonized

System Convention and countries using Harmonized System-based statistical
nomenclatures take all appropriate action to :
(1) lay down, in their statistical nomenclatures, a definition of hand-made products;

(2) lay down, in their statistical nomenclatures, provisions in respect of the
certification of hand-made products as such, if they deem it necessary;

(3) insertin their stafistical nomenclatures, as soon as possible, as many additional
subdivisions for hand-made products as they deem necessary;

and

REQUESTS Member administrations and Contracting Parties to the Harmonized System
Convention to notify the Secretary General of :

(1)  the definition of hand-made products laid down in their statistical nomenclatures;

(2) the provisions in respect of the certification of hand-made products, if any, laid
down in their statistical nomenclatures;

(3) the list of subdivisions in their statistical nomenclatures for hand-made products;
and

(4) their acceptance of this Recommendation and the date of its application.

* The Customs Co-operation Council is the official name of the World Customs Organization.

2000 Word Customs Organization
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Appendix E—SomeHS codes used for the Rotterdam Convention

Harmonized System Codes assigned to chemicals in Annex lll to the Rotterdam

Convention

Annex lll chemicals and
pesticides

CAS number(s)

HS code:
Pure substance

HS code:

Mixtures,
preparations

containing substance

2,4,5-T and itssaltsand esters| 93-76-5 291891 3808.50
Alachlor 15972-60-8 Not indicated
Aldicarb 116-06-3 Not indicated
Aldrin 309-00-2 2903.52 3808.50
Binapacryl 485-31-4 2916.16 3808.50
Captafol 2425-06-1 2930.50 3808.50
Chlordane 57-74-9 2903.82 3808.50
Chlordimeform 6164-98-3 2925.21 3808.50
Chlorobenzilate 510-15-6 2918.18 3808.50
DDT 50-29-3 2903.92 3808.50
Dieldrin 60-57-1 2910.40 3808.50
DNOC anditssalts(such as
ammonium salt, pot(assi um salt 233755612222(1’26‘7‘657 2908.92 3808.50
and sodium salt) ’
Dinoseb and its salts 88-85-7 2908.91 3808.50
Dinoseb acetate 2813-95-8 2915.36 3808.50
. 3808.50,
1,2-dibromoethane (EDB) 106-93-4 2903.31 381111, 3811.19
Endolsulfan 115-29-7 Not indicated
Ethylene dichloride 107-06-2 2903.15 3808.50
. 3808.50,
Ethylene oxide 75-21-8 2910.10 382481
Fluoroacetamide 640-19-7 2924.12 3808.50
HCH (mixed isomers) 608-73-1 2903.81 3808.50
Heptachlor 76-44-8 2903.82 3808.50
Hexachlorobenzene 118-74-1 2903.92 3808.50
Lindane 58-89-9 2903.81 3808.50
Mercury compoundsincluding See also:
g}(k)\;?;ngcmrzg%;gln@?:; http:/fwww. picinyen/CasNum |, g 380850
alkyloxyalkyl and aryl mercury (l))erslm er%ury%20com pounds
compounds (CAS numbers) ARSI SR
Monocrotophos 6923-22-4 2924.12 3808.50
Parathion 56-38-2 2920.11 3808.50

Source:<http:/Mmww.pic.int/TheConvention/Chemicals/AnnexllIChemicals’HamonizedSystemCodes
/tabid/1159/language/en-US/Default.aspx>
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Appendix F—Customs codes country survey

Survey on the Harmonized System Initiative of the UNEP
Global Mercury Partnership —Products Partnership

Email request to country representatives

Global Mercury

From: MEA-Minamata Secretariat <mea-minamatasecretariat@un org> Partnership
Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2018 6:40 AM
Subject: Proposal and Survey for Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System Enhancements for
Mercury-Added Products

Dear COP1 attendee,

Through a brief survey, the Products Partnership of the UNEP Global Mercury Partnership is assessing whether
there is sufficient interest by governments to consider the development of common enhanced Harmonized
Commedity Description and Coding System (Harmonized System or HS) of the World Customs Organization to
facilitate implementation of Minamata Convention on Mercury (the Convention) and to consider this matter for
discussion at COP 2.

The attached document addresses the opportunity for Parties to the Convention, as well as other countries, to
develop extended and globally-coordinated HS commodity codes. If implemented, this initiative could help to
facilitate the phase out of the mercury-added products listed in Part 1 of Annex A of the Convention by 2020.
Enhancing the data generated by the Harmonized System to allow for the collection of information that can
distinguish between mercury-added and non-mercury added products would facilitate implementation of Article
4 of the Convention, ease and improve overall reporting, and foster better communication among trading
partners.

The following link to a Google Forms survey is intended to collect country-specific information regarding the
level of interest in this initiative, PLEASE SUBMIT ONLY ONE SURVEY PER COUNTRY.

Link: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/11BSdIwghE 22QxW0S5a 3ogfimUDIK8yz EFrm8WNXn-Di/edit

Thank you in advance for your consideration — please reply by 15 August 2018. If you have questions or
concerns, please contact Thomas Groeneveld at groeneveld. thomas@epa . gov.

Best regards -
Sheila Logan, on behalf of

Thomas Groeneveld (UNEP Global Mercury Partnership - Products Partnership)

Sheila Logan

Programme Officer

Secretariat of the Minamata Convention on Mercury
UN Environment Programme

International Environment House 1

Geneva, Switzerland

Tel 441 22 917 8511

Fax #41 22 797 3460

sheila.logan@un.org

www.mercuryconvention.org
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Online survey text and questions

Thissurvey seeks to obtain information related to a proposed initiative to address an opportunity
for Partiesto the Minamata Convention on Mercury (the Convention) to develop extended and
globally-coordinated commodity codesunder the Harmonized Commodity Description and
Coding System (Harmonized System or HS) of the World Customs Organization. If
implemented, thisinitiative could help to facilitate the phase out of the mercury-added products
liged in Part 1 of Annex A of the Convention by 2020. Enhancing the data generated by the
Harmonized System to allow for the collection of information which can digtinguish between
mercury-added and non-mercury added productswould facilitate implementation of Article 4 of
the Convention, ease and improve overall reporting, and foser better communication among
trading partners.

With the objective of obtaining more complete and mercury-specific information relevantto the
Minamata Convention, please provide, where possble, additional country-specific information in
reponse to the following general questions (**PLEASE SUBMIT ONLY ONE SURVEY PER
COUNTRY**¥):

1. Is yourcountry discussng or presently considering modifying or adding HS codes for the
purposes of obtaining better information on mercury-added products?

2. Ifyou answvered noto Quedtion 1, would your country likely be interested in participating in
such an initiative?

3. Ifyou answered yesto Quedtion 1, what changesto HS codes have been planned or carried
out, and what further changes are expected?

4. Which agency oragenciesin your country (often the cusoms authoritiesin collaboration with
the environment ministry) would be responsble for adapting or creating HS commodity
codes at the 8- and 10-digit levels?

5. Is yourcountry presently usng data generated by the HS codesto identify or quantify trade
in any mercury-added products?

6. Ifyou ansnered yesto Quedtion 5, which codes and/or which products has your country
been tracking?

Comments in response to individual survey questions

General commentsoffered by the repondents to the survey quegions are presented below,
with minor editing for purposes of clarity. Country names are not identified.

Question 1: Is your country discussing or presently considering modifying or adding HS
codes for the purposes of obtaining better information on mercury-added products?

Relevant comments to Question 1

e We have identified thisas a need in fulfilling inventory obligations

e Discusson of HS codes utilization hasmainly been on ozone depleting substances, a
universal coding system ... is used fortracking import and export

e The Minigry of Environment discussed modifying or adding HS codes with the members
of our National Committee to implement the Minamata Convention, and especially with
the cusgoms department

¢ WWe have submitted a request for an exemption for 5 years while considering
implementing a srategy to phase down and phase out mercury added products One of
the major concemns has been identification of these products. As a result, our Cusoms
counterparts have consdered the option of adding the two lagt digitsof the HS codes to
identify mercury-added products.

e The un-harmonized HS codeswere identified during the MIA and recommendations
made to modify it. Engagement with sakeholders appeared to sugges that it can only be
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done at a global level. The National Drug Authority isin the processing of modifying HS
codes for medicines.

The HS codes for mercury-added products were identified during the MIA project and it
was recommended that they should be reviewed and adjusted accordingly. We have yet
to contact the Cusoms Department to initiate the process.

We have taken the firs geps towards accesson to the Minamata Convention through
the implementation of the project,"Strengthen National Decison Making Towards
Becoming a Party to the Minamata Convention and Build Capacity for Implementation of
Future Provisons." The project wasimplemented from 2016 to 2018 by the national
UNDP office in cooperation with the Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic
Relations. The Federal Ministry of Environment and Tourism, the Ministry of Spatial
Planning, Civil Engineering and Ecology of a neighboring country, and the Government
of Spatial Planning and Property Affairs are also involved in the implementation of the
Project. The Projectisfunded by the Global Environmental Facility (GEF). The main
objective of the Project isto support us in the process of developing the Minamata Initial
Asssment Report (MIA Report), to determine the requirementsfor becoming a party to
the Convention and egtablish the bass for future implementation of the Convention. An
Implementation Plan with a detailed description of priority activities (ingitutional,
technical orlegidative) that will ensure the conditionsfor full compliance with the
requirementsof the Minamata Convention, hasbeen prepared as part of the general
report, based on the result of the legal and ingtitutional assessment, in consultation with
the inditutionsinvolved in implementing the Convention. However, modifying or adding
HS codesfor the purpose of obtaining betterinformation on mercury added productswas
not considered under priority measures for the implementation of Article 3of the
Minamata Convention: Mercury supply sources and trade.

In discusson stage. We will followthe guidance.

We have currently no plan for changesin HS codes for mercury-added products. On the
other hand, ifimported mercury-added productslisted in Part | of Annex A become
diginguishable by HS codes, it will be useful for undersanding domestic distribution of
mercury-added products. Thereforewe would like to be kept updated on any such
initiative.

According to the preliminary results of our MIA (which is gill ongoing) there are codes
that include productswith and without mercury, some others that include more than one
type of product, and productsthat are divided into different categories. Therefore, itis
very difficult to clearlyidentify mercury added products (MAPs) as liged in Annex A (Part
1) of the Convention.

At the moment we are analyzing the different HS codes and collecting information on
imports.

The World Cusoms Organization (with the participation of approximately 160 member
gatesimanages the Harmonized System codes which are used in our country. We are
not able to modify oradd HS codes at the 6-digit level.

Question 2: If you answered no to Question 1, would your country likely be interested in
participating in such an initiative?

Relevant comments to Question 2

The 6-digit HS codes are revised only every 5 years.

Our country isready to take part.

Our country iswilling to participate in such an initiative.

In our country there is only a 6-digit HS coding system for all chemicals.

We believe the HS coding data assgned to mercury importsis not unique.

Thiswill help trackmercury added projects.

The measures will be helpful to usin providing continuousand smple monitoring of
imported mercury-added products, and also in getting more accurate and reliable data for
planning the future implementation of the Convention.
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We would like to point out that it ismore problematic for Partiesto identify asssmbled
products into which mercury-added productslisted in Part | of Annex A are incorporated
than to identify those mercury-added productsthemselves, in order to implement not only
paragraph 1 of Article 4 of the Convention, but also paragraph 5 of the same Atticle. The
scope of the initiative should be extended to deal with such a problem.

At the moment, we are not discussing this matter. However, itis an important issue to
promote Minamata Convention implementation. So, in the near future it may be
discussed in ourcountry.

Itis necessary to create ecific tariff codesfor controlling and tracking mercury-added
products.

The Minisry of Environment organized a workshop on the General Harmonized System
inJuly 2017. A survey was carried out on chemical productsand toxic wastes by officers
of the Minigry of the Environment. It was evident from thisinvestigation that the
protection of human health and the environment from mercury remainsa major challenge
for the Ministry.

We are gtarting to apply the globally harmonized syssem for finished products. Currently,
we have arule that regulatesthe maximum limitsof mercury in batteries, classfies them
by type of technology and requireslabeling.

We are currently working towards acceding to the Minamata Convention by December
2018. Consaultationson the phasing-out of mercury-added productswill be held in
September 2018. We believe thisproject will be beneficial and support our
implementation of the Minamata Convention.

We do not need thisinitiative due to our regulationsthat prohibit the import and
manufacture of productscontaining mercury or any of its compounds, with some
exemptionsfor essential products that have no technically or economically viable
alternatives(e.g., certain medication applications). In the case of lamps, such as
fluorescent lamps, rather than prohibiting them, ourregulationsset a limit on the amount
of mercury that they can contain. Proposed amendmentsto the regulationswould fully
align the mercury permitted in lampswith the requirementsof the Minamata Convention.
Wewould be interested in participatingin the development of HS codes (as we are
already doing). In general, we have some experience in controlling mercury-added
products due to our general mercury ban.

Ifitis deemed necessary by the UN Conference of the Parties to amend and develop HS
codes, participationin thisinitiative will be provided by our country.

We areinterested to facilitate the identification of chemical productsat the border by
Customs.

We would like to improve our HS codes in view of implementing the Convention.

We are open to consdering this.

As the national mercury inventory indicates, there is a 6-digit code including both
mercury and non-mercury containing thermometersused in health facilities. For that
reasonwe are interested in initiativesfor modifying HS codes for implementation of the
Minamata Convention.

Question 3: If you answered yes to Question 1, what changes to HS codes have been
planned or carried out, and what further changes are expected?

Relevant comments to Question 3

Once adopted at the international level, we will apply the codesat the national level.
The HS code does not exig in our country; capacity building of cusoms agents to
identify productscontaining mercury are most useful.

There is presently no plan for this. It should nevertheless be noted that itisurgent to
identify productswith added mercury for our country to respect the Minamata
Convention. We confirm our availability to participate in all initiativesto fight againgt
mercury pollution like harmonization of HS codesfor the Minamata Convention.

We are in the stage of thinking and preparing to adopt thissysem.
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We discussed and planned thisin the National Action Plan for the implementation of the
Minamata Convention, but it hasnot yet been carried out.

We need to have more information on mercury-added productsand non-mercury-added
products.

Our discussons about what can be done are ill at a preliminary sage; however, one of
our optionsis to use the lagt two digitsof the HS codes for the identification of mercury-
added products.

We need to meet with gakeholders and plan for the review of the HS codes.

We plan to lig mercury and its productsonthe cusoms prohibitedlists

Under the MIA project, the Ministry of Environment and Sudtainable Development has
preliminarily identified relevant codesand categories, andiscurrently evaluating whether
they should be modified for a betterimplementation of Article 4.

After the result of the analys's, we could propose to open a subheading; the country can
do thisup to 12 digits.

Two more digitshave been added to the HS codes with the purpose of usng them for
gatigtical and control purposes.

We have submitted to Customs a set of national codesto address different typesof
mercury-added products.

We don't have any suggested codes but will harmonize with the onesothers consder
mogt useful.

Question 4: Which agency or agencies in your country (often the customs authorities in
collaboration with the environment ministry) would be responsible for adapting or
creating HS commodity codes at the 8- and 10-digit levels?

Relevant comments to Question 4

National Revenue Authority (NRA), Cusoms and Excise Department

Minigries (environment, agriculture, health, trade, indudtry, etc.), NGOs, private sector
Council of Minigers of the East Africa Community (EAC)

Ministry of the Environment, Water and Fisheries, Minisiry of Finance in collaboration
with the Customs service

General Directorate of Cusoms and Excise in collaboration with the Ministry of the
Environment and other relevant services

Revenue and Customs Authority

National Antipollution Center, a public ingitution under the authority of the Ministry of the
Environment, will be the leader of thisharmonization activity. Other agenciessuch as the
national Normalization Agency and the Ingtitute of Public Health and Sanitation will
participate in the process.

Cugoms and Excise Department; Minigry of Trade; and National Environment Agency
Revenue Authority (Customs), Minigtry of Trade and Industry, Minigtry of Finance
Bureau of Cusomsunder the National Revenue Authority in collaboration with the
Minisgtry of Commerce, Trade and Industry and the Environmental Protection Agency
Cugoms and environmentare regponsble for adapting or creating HS commodity codes,
and sometimesthe Ministry of Petroleum and the Ministry of Industry.

Revenue Authority (Customs)

National Revenue Authority (NRA) and Environment Protection Agency

Revenue Authority together with the Environment Authority

Trade minigry, industry ministry

Ministry of Water and Environment, National Environmental Management Authority,
Revenue Authority, Minigry of Finance Planning and Economic Development, Ministry of
Trade Industry and Cooperatives, National Bureau of Standards

Revenue Authority and Environmental Management Agency

Indirect Taxation Authority would be responsible body for adapting or creating HS
commodity codesin close cooperation with the following authorities: 1) Inspection
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authorities Federal Ingpection Administration, digtrict Ingpection Adminigrations; 2)
Minigriesresponsble for environmental protection: Federal Ministry of Environment and
Tourism; Ministry of Spatial Planning, Civil Engineering and Ecology; local District
Government for Spatial Planning and Property Affairs, 3) Ministries responsible for health
consdering their authorizationrole in the process of chemical imports (Ministry of Civil
Affairs, Authority for Plant Protection, Federal Minigtry of Health, local Minidries of Health
and Social Welfare); 4) national Agency for Medication and Medical Devices.

Minisgtry of Finance (Customs), National Standardization Authority and National
Environmental Protection Agency

Minigry of Finance, in collaboration with Ministriesresponsible for specific commodities
Department of Cusoms under the Ministry of Finance

General Department of Customs (in cooperation with Ministry of Industry and Trade)
Cugtoms Service (Technical Department), Ministry of Environment and Ministry of Health
Minigry of the Environment and the cusoms authoritiesare regponsble for the
adaptation and creation of product codesat 8- and 10-digit levels.

Secretary of Economy isempowered to propose the creation of codesto 8 digits, with the
input of the cusoms authorities; however, itisnecessary to have the support and
involvement of others such as the Federal Commission for Protection Againg Sanitary
Risk the Secretariat of Environment and Natural Resources, the Secretariat of
Agriculture and Rural Development, among others.

Cugoms and Excise Department, Department of Finance

Department of Home Affairs (Cusoms) and Department of Environment and Energy
Thenational Border ServicesAgency is a member of the World Customs Organization’s
Harmonized Sysem Review Sub-Committee. ThisSub-Committee examinesproposals
to amend the HS nomenclature.

Directorate General Trade, Taxation and Customs Union

Cugoms, and for enforcing our mercury ban, the regponsible agency is our Chemicals
Agency

Question 5: Is your country presently using data generated by the HS codes to identify or
quantify trade in any mercury-added products?

Relevant comments to Question 5

The authoritiesin our country use (HS) commodity codesfor chemical substances (at 8-
digitlevels) including "Organic Chemical Products, Acids, Hydrocarbons, Alcohols,
Phenols’ but not formercury-added products.

Mercury added products are not separated from mercury free products in our country
with the HS codespresently used by cusoms.

The present coding (sx digits) does not allow usto differentiate between mercury-added
and non-mercury-added products.

Our department of Cusoms and Excise uses the Automated System for Cusoms Data
(ASYCUDA).

Unfortunately thissysem does not segregate the data; For example,for different skin
care productsand batteries, they are lumped together irrespective of the mercury
content.

We used HS codes during ourMinamata Initial Assessment (MIA).

We tried to do it but the same HS code was used for itemswith and without mercury, and
we would like to deal with thisby introducing preferably 10-digit codes.

The Minigtry of Environment and Sustainable Developmentisworking jointly with the
General Cusoms Directorate to develop anagreement that will allow the exchange of
relevant information related to the international trade of chemicalsin general, and
mercury in particular.

Our countryand Mercosur (Economic Agreement of South America) follow the guidelines
of the HS codes However, itis not possble to secifically identify quantitiesof mercury
added productsimported & exportedbecause the HS codes do not differentiate mercury-
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added products from others. In thiscase, the data does not reflect the productslised in
the Minamata Convention.

We are dill collecting the information and trying to organize it.

Although a general statigtical analysis of our tariff codes has been carried out, there are
no 8-digit tariff codesthat identify individual productsthat contain mercury, beyond the
diginction that exigs at the 6-digit level.

The primary source of data comesfrom the reporting requirementsthat are contained
within our existing Mercury Regulations. However, HS codes may be used for
compliance promotion purposes to identify importersthat are importing productsthat may
contain mercury.

The European Commission is not directly involved in border control, which isdone by the
EU Member States.

To identify ormeasure trade in mercury-added products, there is no particular work going
on in our country.

Question 6: If you answered yes to Question 5, which codes and/or which products has
your country been tracking?

Relevant comments to Question 6

All mercury-added productscoming intothe country.

Batteries, thermometers, cosmetic products, electrical snitchesand relays, light sources,
paints biocidesand pegticides.

Batteries, sin lightening creamsand thermometers.

All mercury added productslisted in the Minamata Convention.

HS Code 8506.30: Primary cellsand batteries mercuric oxide.

Bascally, cusom codes for lamps.

We mainly track the four following categoriesthat are exempted under national
regulations 1) dental cementsand other dental fillings, 2) diagnostic or laboratory
reagents, 3) certain lampscontaining mercury; and 4) ultraviolet or infrared ray apparatus
used in medical, surgical, dental or veterinary sciences.

Batteries are traced through the (KN) code 8506.30.00: mercury oxide cellsand batteries
(excl. spent batteries).
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Appendix G—Product codes submitted by survey respondents

Specific codesand/or productsidentified by countriesresponding to the UNEP Global Mercury
Partnership — Products Partnership survey

Argentina

Customs code

3815.19.00.000N
3815.90.99.900Z

3815.90.10.000D

8506.10.10.110W
8506.10.10.190X
8506.10.20.190G
8506.10.30.190R
8506.40.10.000E
8506.40.90.000H
8506.60.10.000
8506.60.10.000H
8506.60.90.000L
8535.10.00.110E
8535.21.00.000X
8535.29.00.000T

8535.30.13.000G

8535.30.18.000V
8535.30.19.000C

8535.30.27.000X

8535.30.28.000E

8535.40.10.000Y
8535.40.90.000B

8535.90.00.190U
8536.61.00.200H
8539.31.00.100Q
8539.31.00.110U
8539.31.00.111W
8539.31.00.119N
8539.31.00.190V

Product or product category

Catalizadoressobre soporte
Iniciadores, aceleradoresde reaccion o preparacionescataliticas

Iniciadores, aceleradoresde reaccion o preparacionescataliticas, para
craqueo de petroleo

Pilas de dioxido de manganeso

Pilas alcalinasde diéxido de manganeso

Pilas de dioxido de manganeso

Baterias de pilasde di6xido de manganeso

Pilas de 6xido de plata, con volumen exterior inferior o igual a 300 cm?®
Pilas de 6xido de plata

Pilas primariasaire zinc (con volumen exterior inferior o igual a 300 cm?)
Pilas de aire-cinc, con volumen exteriorinferior o igual a 300 cm?
Pilas de aire-cinc

Fusblesy cortacircuitosde fusble

Disyuntores para unatension inferiora 72,5 kv

Disyuntores

Interruptores para corriente nominal inferiorigual 1600A, de corte en vacio
sin dispositivo de accionamiento (botellaso ampollasen vacio)

Seccionadorese interruptores para corriente nominal inferiorigual 1600A
los demas con digpostivo de accionamiento automatico excepto de
contactosinmersos en medio liquido

Seccionadorese interruptores para corriente nominal hasa 1600A
Interruptores para corriente nominal superior 1600A losdemas con
dispositivo de accionamiento no automatico

Interruptores para corriente nominal superior 1600A losdemas con
dispositivo de accionamiento automatico excepto de contactosinmersos en
medio liquido

Pararrayos para proteccion de lineasde transmision de electricidad
Limitadoresde tens6n y supresores de sobretenson transitoria

Tomasde corriente y cajas de empalme para una tensiéon superior a 1000
voltios

Portaldmparaspara una tensén hasta 1000 voltios
Lamparas fluorescentes, de catodo caliente
Lamparas fluorescentes, de catodo caliente
Lamparas fluorescentes, de catodo caliente
Lamparas fluorescentes, de catodo caliente
Lamparas fluorescentes, de catodo caliente
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Customs code
8539.31.00.900J

Product or product category
Lamparas fluorescentes, de catodo caliente

8539.32.00.000X Lamparas de vapor de mercurio o sodio y ldmparasde halogenuro metalico

9025.11.10.000Y Termometrosde liquido, con lectura directa, clinicos

Partes y accesorios de densimetros, areémetros, pesaliquidose
ingrumentos flotantessimilares, pirometros, barometros, higrometrosy

9025.90.90.200N  sicrémetros

Partes y accesorios de densimetros, areémetros, pesaliquidose
ingrumentos flotantessimilares, pirometros, barometros, higrometrosy

9025.90.90.300U  sicrémetros

9026.20.10.100Z
9026.20.10.900T

Ingrumentos y aparatos para medida o control de presién, mandémetros

Ingrumentos y aparatos para medida o control de presién, mandémetros

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Customs code Product or product category

2805.40.10

2805.40.90
2843.90.10

2852.10

2852.29

8506.10
8506.30
8506.40
8506.60
8506.80
8539.31
8539.32
8539.49

9025.11.00

Mercury in flasks of a net content of 34, 5 kg " sandard weight" of a fob value
per flask of <=euro 224

Mercury (excl. in flags of a net content of 34,5 kg "sandard weight", of a fob
value per flask of <=euro 224)

Amalgamsof precious metals

Compounds, inorganic or organic, of mercury , chemically defined (excl.
amalgams)

Compounds, inarganic or organic, of mercury, not chemically defined (excl.
amalgams)

Manganese dioxide primary cell

Mercury oxide cellsand batteries(excl. spent)
Silver oxide primary cells

Air-zinc primary cells

Other primary cellsand batteries

Fluorescent, hot cathode lamps

Mercury or sodium vapor lamps, metal halide lamps
Ultra-violet orinfra-red lamps

Liquid thermometers
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Burundi

Customs code

2620.6000000

2805.4000000

2852.1000000

2852.9000000

8506.3000000
8539.3200000

Canada

Customs code

3006.40

3822.00

8539

8539.10
8539.31
8539.32
8539.39
8539.41
8539.49
8539.90

9018.20

Product or product category

Cendres et résdus contenant de I'arsenic, du mercure, du thallium ou leurs
COMpOosESs

Mercure

Compos2s, inorganiquesou organiques, du mercure, a I'excluson des
amalgamesde cong. chim. définie

Composts, inorganiquesou organiquesdu mercure a I'excluson des
amalgamesautres que du n°2852.10

Piles et batteriesde pilesélectriquesa |'oxyde de mercure
Lampesa vapeur de mercure ou de sodium, lampesa halogénure métallique

Product or product category
Dental cementsand other dental fillings

Diagnodgtic or laboratory reagents

General category:

Electric filament or discharge lamps, including sealed beam lamp unitsand
ultra-violet orinfra-red lamps; arc-lamps.

Sealed beam lamp units

Fluorescent, hot cathode lamps

Mercury or sodium vapour lamps, metal halide lamps

Otherelectric filament or discharge lamps

Arc-lamps

Otherlampsin thisgeneral category

Parts for lampsin this general category

Ultraviolet orinfrared ray apparatus[used in medical, surgical, dental or
veterinary sciences|

47



Mexico

Customs code Product or product category

2843.90.99
2853.00.01

3304

3304.10.01
3304.20.01
3304.91.01
3304.99.01
3304.99.99

3401
3401.11.01
3401.20.01

3401.30.01

3808

3808.50.01

8504.40.99

8506

8506.30.01
8506.40.01
8506.50.01
8506.60.01
8506.80.01

8535
8535.30.01

amalgamasde metal precioso.
amalgamas, excepto lasde metal precioso.

Categoria general:

Preparacionesde belleza, maquillaje y para el cuidado de la piel, excepto los
medicamentos, incluidaslas preparacionesantisolaresy lasbronceadoras,
preparacionespara manicuras o pedicuros.

Preparacionespara el maquillaje de loslabios.

Preparacionespara el maquillaje de losojos.

Polvos incluidoslos compactos.

Lechescutaneas.

Las demés.

Categoria general:

Jabon, productosy preparacionesorganicostensoactivos, en barras, panes,
trozos o piezastroqueladaso moldeadas, y papel, guata, fieltro y tela sin tejer,
impregnados, recubiertoso revegidos de jabdn o de detergentes.

De tocador (incluso los medicinales).

Jaboén en otras formas.

Productos y preparacionesorganicos tensoactivos para el lavado de la piel,
liquidoso en crema, acondicionadospara la venta al por menor, aunque
contengan jabon.

Categoria general:

Insecticidas, raticidasy demas antirroedores, fungicidas, herbicidas,
inhibidoresde germinaciény reguladoresdel crecimiento de lasplantas,
desnfectantesy productos similares, presentados en formas o en envases
para la venta al por menor, 0 como preparacioneso articulos tales como
cintas, mechasy velas, azufradas, y papelesmatamoscas.

Productos mencionadosen la Nota 1 de subpartida de este Capitulo,
[whichincludes] compuestos de mercurio.

Convertidores egaticos. Los demas.

Categoria general:

Pilasy baterias de pilas, eléctricas.

De 6xido de mercurio.

De 6xido de plata.

De litio.

De aire-cinc.

Las demaspilasy bateriasde pilas.

Categoria general:

Aparatos para corte, seccionamiento, proteccion, derivacion, empalme o
conexion de circuitoseléctricos (por ejemplo: interruptores, conmutadores,
cortacircuitos, pararrayos, limitadoresde tensén, supresores de sobretension
trangtoria, tomas de corriente y demas conectores, cajas de empalme), para
unatenson superior a 1,000 voltios.

Interruptores.
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Customs code Product or product category

8535.30.05
8535.90.04
8535.90.05
8535.90.06
8535.90.13

8535.90.14

8535.90.22

8536.41

8536.41.01
8536.41.02
8536.41.03
8536.41.04

8536.41.05

8536.41.06

8536.41.07
8536.41.08

8536.41.09
8536.41.10

8536.41.11
8536.41.99

8536.49

8536.49.01
8536.49.02
8536.49.03

8536.49.04

Interruptores de navajascon carga.

Relevadores de arranque.

Relevadores térmicos o por induccién.

Relevadores de alta sensibilidad, con nudcleo laminado, monopolo inversor,
reconociblescomo concebidosexclusvamente para equipostelefénicos.
Relevadores secundarios electromagnéticos, alimentadosexclusvamente a
través de transformadores de intensidad y/o tensién.

Relevadores automaticosdiferenciales hasta de 60 amperios con proteccion
diferencial hasta 300 miliamperios.

Relevadores, excepto lo comprendido en lasfracciones 8535.90.04,
8535.90.05, 8535.90.06, 8535.90.13 y 8535.90.14.

Categoria general:

Aparatos para corte, ssccionamiento, proteccion, derivacion, empalme o
conexion de circuitoseléctricos (por ejemplo: interruptores, conmutadores,
relés, cortacircuitos, supresores de sobretensién transtoria, clavijasy tomas
de corriente (enchufes), portalamparasy demas conectores, cajasde
empalme), para una tension inferior o igual a 60 voltios; conectores para
fibras 6pticas, haceso cablesde fibras 6pticas.

Para bocinas.

Solenoidesde 6y 12V, para motores de arranque de uso automotriz.
Térmicoso por induccion.

Reconociblespara naves aéreas.

De alta sensbilidad, con nicleo laminado, monopolo inversor, reconocibles
como concebidosexclusvamente para equipostelefénicos.
Secundarioselectromagnéticos, alimentadosexclusvamente a travésde
transformadores de intensdad y/o tenson.

Automaticosdiferenciales, hasta de 60 amperioscon proteccion diferencial
hagta de 300 miliamperios.

Relevadores fotoeléctricos.

Intermitentespara luces direccionalesindicadorasde maniobras, para uso
automotriz.

De arranque, excepto lo comprendido en la fraccion 8536.41.02.

Relevadores auxiliaresde bloqueo de contactosmultiples, de reposicién
manual o eléctrica, con capacidad inferior o igual a 60 amperes.

Los demés.

Categoria general:

Aparatos para corte, ssccionamiento, proteccion, derivacion, empalme o
conexion de circuitoseléctricos (por ejemplo: interruptores, conmutadores,
relés, cortacircuitos, supresores de sobretensién transtoria, clavijasy tomas
de corriente (enchufes), portaldmparasy demas conectores, cajasde
empalme), para unatension > 60y inferior o igual a 1,000 voltios;
conectores para fibras 6pticas, haces o cablesde fibras 6pticas.

De arranque.

Térmicoso por induccion.

Secundarioselectromagnéticos, alimentadosexclusvamente a travésde
transformadores de intensdad y/o tension.

Automaticosdiferenciales, hasta de 60 amperioscon proteccién diferencial
hagta de 300 miliamperios.
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Customs code Product or product category

8536.49.05
8536.49.99

8536.50

8536.50.01
8536.50.05
8536.50.06

8536.50.07
8536.50.08

8536.50.10

8536.50.11

8536.50.15
8536.50.16

8539

8539.31.01
8539.31.99

8539.32.02

8539.32.99
8539.39.02
8539.39.03
8539.39.05

8539.39.06
8539.39.99

8548.10.01

9018
9018.90.03

Relevadores auxiliaresde bloquesde contactos multiples, de reposicion
manual o eléctrica, con capacidad inferior o igual a 60 amperesy tensén
méaxima de 480 V.

Los demas.

Categoria general:

Los demasinterruptores, seccionadoresy conmutadores.

Interruptores, excepto loscomprendidosen la fraccion 8536.50.15.
Reconociblespara naves aéreas.

Interruptores, por preson de liquidospara controlesde nivel en lavarropasde
uso domeéstico.

Interruptores automaticos, termoeléctricos, para el cebado de la descarga en
laslamparas o tubos fluorescentes.

Interruptores de navajascon carga.

Interruptores reconociblescomo concebidos exclusvamente para radio o
televison, excepto lo comprendido en la fraccion 8536.50.16.

Conmutadores sueltos o agrupados, accionadospor botones, con peso hasta
de 250 g, o interruptores smples o multiplesde botén o de teclado,
reconociblescomo concebidosexclusvamente para electronica, excepto lo
comprendido en la fraccién 8536.50.16.

Interruptores para dual, de pie o de jalén para luces botdn de arranque;
reconociblescomo concebidosexclusvamente para uso automotriz.
Microinterruptoresde botén para aparatos electrodomésticos.

Categoria general:

Lamparasy tuboseléctricosde incandescencia o de descarga, incluidoslos
faros o unidades“sellados’ y laslamparasy tubos de rayos ultravioletaso
infrarrojos, ldmparasde arco.

Fluorescentes, de catodo caliente: Lamparasfluorescentes tubularesen forma
de “O” ode “U".

Fluorescentes, de catodo caliente: Lasdemas.

Lamparas de vapor de mercurio o sodio; lamparasde halogenuro metalico:
Lamparasde vapor de mercurio.

Lamparas de vapor de mercurio o sodio; lamparasde halogenuro metalico:
Los demas.

Los demas Reconaociblespara naves aéreas.

Los demas: Lamparas fluorescentes tubulares en forma de “O” o de “U’".

Los deméas Lamparasde nedn.

Los demas Lamparasde descarga de gases metalicosexclusvamente
mezcladoso combinados, tipo multivapor o smilares.

Los deméas Los demas.

Desperdicios y desechos de pilas, baterias de pilaso acumuladores,
eléctricos, pilas, bateriasde pilasy acumuladores, eléctricos, inservibles.

Categoria general:

Ingrumentos y aparatos de medicina, cirugia, odontologia o veterinaria,
incluidoslos de centellografiay demasaparatos electromédicos, asi como los
aparatos para pruebasvisuales.

Aparatos para medirla preson arterial.
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Customs code

9025.11.01
9025.11.99
9025.19.01

9025.19.02

9025.19.99
9025.80.02
9025.80.03
9025.80.99

9026.20.02

9026.20.05

9026.20.06

Uruguay

Customs code

8539.3
8539.31.00
8539.31.00.10

8539.31.00.20

8539.31.00.30
8539.31.00.90
8539.32.00
8539.39.00

Product or product category

Termoémetrosy pirbmetros, Sn combinar con otrosinsrumentos. De liquido,
con lectura directa: Eshozos para la elaboracion de termémetrosde vidrio, sin
graduacion, con o sn vacio, con o Sh mercurio.

Termémetrosy pirbmetros, sn combinar con otrosingrumentos: De liquido,
con lectura directa: Losdemas.

Termoémetrosy pirbmetros, Sn combinar con otrosinsrumentos. Los demas:
De vehiculosautomoviles.

Termoémetrosy pirbmetros, Sn combinar con otrosinstrumentos. Los demas:
Reconociblespara naves aéreas.

Termémetrosy pirdmetros, sn combinar con otrosingrumentos Los demas.
Los demas.

Los demasinsrumentos. Higrometros.

Los demasinsrumentos. Reconociblespara naves aéreas.

Los deméasingrumentos Los demas.

Ingrumentos y aparatos para medida o control de presén: Manometros,
vacudmetros o manovacuémetroscon rango de medicién igual o inferiora 700
Kg/cm? con elemento de deteccion de tubo y diametro de caratula igual o
inferiora 305 mm, excepto de uso automotriz.

Insrumentos y aparatos para medida o control de presén: Reconociblespara
naves aéreas.

Ingrumentos y aparatos para medida o control de presén: Manémetros,
vacuémetros o0 manovacuoémetros, excepto lo comprendido en lasfracciones
9026.20.01 [de funcionamiento eléctrico o electrdnico]y 9026.20.02.

Product or product category

Lamparasy tubos de descarga, excepto losde rayos ultravioletas.
Fluorescentes, de catodo caliente

Tubos fluorescentes de catodos calientes

Lamparasde uso doméstico con equipo auxiliarincorporado en lasmisnasy
cagquillo incluido E 27 (casquillo)

Lamparasde uso doméstico con equipo auxiliarincorporado en lasmisnasy
cagquillosincluidosE 14y E 40 (caquillos)

Las demas

Lamparas de vapor de mercurio o sodio; lamparasde halogenuro metalico
Los demas
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Vietnam

Customs code

8506.30.00

8535

8536

9025.11.00

9026.10

Product or product category

Mercury oxide cellsand batteries(excl. spent)

Electrical apparatusfor saitching or protecting electrical circuits, or for making
connectionsto or in electrical circuits(for example, switches, fuses, lightning
arregters, voltage limiters, surge suppressors, plugsand other connectors,
junction boxes), for a voltage exceeding 1,000 volts.

Electrical apparatusfor saitching or protecting electrical circuits, or formaking
connectionsto or in electrical circuits (for example, switches, relays, fuses,
surge suppresors, plugs, sockets, lamp-holdersand other connectors,
junction boxes), for a voltage not exceeding 1,000 volts, connectorsfor optical
fibers, optical fiber bundlesor cables.

Liquid thermometers

Ingruments and apparatusfor measuring or checking the flow or level of
liquids
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Appendix H—6-digit HS codes covering annex A products

6-digit HS codes corresponding to mercury-added products
listed in annex A to the Minamata Convention

Mercury-added products listed in Minamata
Convention,annex A, Partl

Corresponding 6-digit HS codes and descriptions

Batteries, except for button zincsilver oxide batteries
with a mercury content<2%andbutton zincair
batteries with a mercury content<2%

8506.10: Manganese dioxide cells and batteries
8506.30: Mercuricoxide cellsandbatteries
8506.40: Silver oxide cellsandbatteries

8506.50: Lithium cells and batteries

8506.60: Air-zinccellsandbatteries

8506.80: Other primary cells and primary batteries

Switches and relays, exceptvery high accuracy
capacitanceandloss measurementbridgesandhigh
frequency radiofrequency switches andrelaysin
monitoring and control instruments with a maximum
mercury content of 20 mg perbridge, switch orrelay

8535.30: Isolating switches and make-and-break
switches, voltage > 1000V

8535.40: Lightning arresters, voltage limiters and
surge suppressors, voltage > 1000V

8535.90: Others

8536.41: Relays, voltage<=60V

8536.50: Switches, voltage <= 1000 V

8536.90: Other electrical apparatus, excluding above

Compactfluorescent lamps (CFLs) for general lighting
purposes thatare <30 watts with a mercury content
exceeding5 mgperlampburner

8539.31: Discharge lamps, fluorescentand hot
cathode

Linearfluorescent lamps (LFLs) forgeneral lighting
purposes:

(a) Triband phosphor <60 watts with a mercury
contentexceeding 5 mg perlamp;

(b) Halophosphate phosphor <40 watts with a mercury
contentexceeding 10mg perlamp

8539.31: Discharge lamps, fluorescentand hot
cathode

High pressure mercury vapor lamps (HPMV) for
general lighting purposes

8539.32: Mercury or sodium vapor lamps, metal
halide lamps

Mercury in cold cathode fluorescent lamps and
external electrode fluorescent lamps (CCFLand EEFL)
for electronicdisplays:

(a) shortlength (€500 mm) with mercury content
exceeding3.5mgperlamp

(b) medium length (>500mm and <1500 mm) with
mercury content exceeding 5 mg perlamp

(c) long length (>1500 mm)with mercury content
exceeding 13 mgperlamp

8539.39: Cold-cathode fluorescent lamps (CCFLs)
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Mercury-added products listed in Minamata
Convention,annex A, Partl

Corresponding 6-digit HS codes and descriptions

Cosmetics (with mercury contentabove 1ppm),
including skin lightening soaps and creams, and not
including eye area cosmetics where mercury isusedas
a preservative and no effective and safe substitute
preservatives areavailable

3304.10: Lip make-up preparations

3304.99: Beauty or make-up, orskin care preparations
(otherthan medicaments)

3401.11: Soap; organicsurface-active products and
preparations for use as soap, in the formsof bars,
liquid or cream for toilet use

3401.19: Soap; organicsurface-active products and
preparations foruse as soap, in the formsof bars,
liquid orcream otherthan toilet use

3401.20:in the form of flakes, granules, powder, soft
soap orliquid soap

3401.30: liquid orcream for washing skin

Pesticides, biocides andtopicalantiseptics

3808: Insecticides, rodenticides, fungicides,
herbicides, anti-sprouting products and plantgrowth
regulators, disinfectants and similar products

The following non-electronic measuring devices except
non-electronic measuring devices installed in large-
scale equipment orthose used for high precision
measurement, where no suitable mercury-free
alternativeisavailable:

(a) barometers;

(b) hygrometers;

(c) manometers;

(d) thermometers;

(e) sphygmomanometers.

9018: Instruments and appliances used in medical,
surgical and veterinary sciences

9025: Hydrometers, aerometers andsimilar floating
instruments, thermometers, barometers,
hygrometers

Mercury-added products listed in Minamata
Convention,annex A, Partll

Corresponding 6-digit HS code and description

Dental amalgam

3006.40: Dental cements and other dental fillings;
bone reconstruction cements

Source:Developed from initial research carried outin 2019 by Mr. Shariful ISsam, intern, UN Environment.
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Appendix | —6-digit HS codes coveringannex A products

6-digit HS codes identified by Argentina for categories of mercury-
added productslisted in annex Ato the Minamata Convention

Harmonized
ANNEX A PRODUCTS Coding Commodity description
System
(HS) 2017
Batteries, exceptfor | 85.06 Primary cellsand primary batteries; partsthereof:
button zinc silver oxide | 8506.10 Manganese dioxide
batterieswith a 8506.30 Mercuric oxide
mercury content <2% . .
and button zinc air 8506.40 Silver oxide
batterieswith a 8506.50 Lithium
mercury content <2% | 8506.60 Air-zinc
8506.80 Other primary cellsand primary batteries
8506.90 Parts
Switchesand relays, 85.35 Electrical apparatus for switching or protecting electrical circuits, or
except very high for making connectionsto or in electrical circuits (for example,
accuracy capacitance switches, fuses, lightning arresters, voltage limiters, surge
and lossmeasurement suppressors, plugsand other connectors, junction boxes), for a
bridgesand high voltage exceeding 1,000 volts.
frequency radio 8535.10 Fuses
frequency switches Automatic circuit breakers
and relaysin
monitoring and control 8535.21 For a voltage of lessthan 72.5 KV
instrumentswith a 8535.29 Other
maximum mercury 8535.30 Isolating switchesand make-and-break switches
contentof 20mgper | 853540 Lightning arresters, voltage limitersand surge suppressors
bridge, switch or relay 8535.90 Other
85.36 Electrical apparatusfor switching or protecting electrical circuits, or
for making connectionsto or in electrical circuits (for example,
switches, relays, fuses, surge suppressors, plugs, sockets, lamp-
holdersand other connectors, junction boxes), for a voltage not
exceeding 1,000 volts; connectors for optical fibres, optical fibre
bundlesor cables.
8536.10 Fuses
8536.20 Automatic circuit breakers
8536.30 Other apparatusfor protecting electrical circuits
8536.4 Relays:
8536.41 For a voltage not exceeding 60 V
8536.49 Other
8536.50 Other switches
8536.6 Lamp-holders, plugsand sockets:
8536.61 Lamp-holders
8536.69 Other
8536.70 Connectorsfor optical fibres, optical fibre bundlesor cables
8536.90 Other apparatus
1. Compact fluorescent | 85.39 Electric filament or discharge lamps, including sealed beam lamp
lamps (CFLs) for unitsand ultra-violet or infra-red lamps; arc-lamps; light- emitting
general lighting diode (LED) lamps.
purposesthat are <30 | 8539.10 Sealed beam lamp units
wattswith amercury | gg3g Other filament lamps, excluding ultra-violet or infra-red lamps
contentexceeding5 | g5 59 Tungsten halogen
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Harmonized

Coding . I
ANNEX A PRODUCTS System Commodity description
(HS) 2017
mg perlamp burner 8539.22 Other, of a power not exceeding 200 W and for a voltage
2. Linear fluorescent exceeding 100
lamps(LFLs) for 8539.29 Other
general lighting . 8539.3 Discharge lamps, other than ultra-violet lamps
purposes: (@) Triband | ggag 5 Fi t, hot cathod
phosphor < 60 watts : uorescent, hot cathode ,
with a mercury content | 8539.32 Mercury or sodium vapour lamps; metal halide lamps
exceeding 5 mg per 8539.39 Other
lamp; (b) 8539.4 Ultra-violet or infra-red lamps; arc-lamps
Halophosphate 8539.41 Arc-lamps
pht%sF’hor <40 Wa“ts |8539.49 Other
with a mercury conten ; ", .
exceeding 10 mg per 8539.50 Light-emitting diode (LED) lamps
3. High pressure 85.40 Themionic, cold cathode or photo-cathode valvesand tubes (for
mercury vapour lamps example, vacuum or vapor or gasfilled valvesand tubes, mercury
(HPMV) for general arc rectifying valves and tubes, cathode-ray tubes, television
lighting purposes camera tubes).
4. Mercuryin cold 8540.1 Cathode-ray television picture tubes, including video monitor
cathode fluorescent Cathode.ray tubes
lampsand external 8540.11 Color
electrode fluorescent
lamps (CCFL and 8540.12 Monthrome - _ o
EEFL) for electronic 8540.20 Television camera tubes; image convertersand intensifiers; other
displays: (a) short photo-cath(_)deltubes o
length (< 500 mm) with | 8540.40 Data/graphic display tubes, monochrome; data/graphic display
mercury content tubes, color, with a phosphor dot screen pitch smaller than 0.4 mm
exceeding 3.5_; mg per | 8540.60 Other cathode-ray tubes
lamp (b) medium 8540.7 Microwave tubes (for example, magnetrons, Kystrons, travelling
I<ength (> 500 mm and wave tubes, carcinotrons), excluding grid-controlled tubes
;:e S:?j?yrg?rzt\elvrﬁh 8540.71 Magnetrons
exceeding 5mg per | 824079 Other
lamp (c) long length (> | 8540.8 Other valvesand tubes
1 500 mm) with 8540.81 Receiver or amplifier valvesand tubes
mercury content 8540.89 Other
exceeding 13 mg per |8540.9 Parts
lamp 8540.91 Of cathode-ray tubes
8540.99 Other
Cosmetics (with 33.04 Beauty or make-up preparationsand preparationsfor the care of
mercury content above the skin (other than medicaments), including sunscreen or sun tan
1ppm), including skin preparations, manicure or pedicure preparations.
lightening soapsand | 3304.10 Lip make-up preparations
creams, and not 3304.20 Eye make-up preparations
including eye area . . .
cosmeticswhere 3304.30 Manicure or pedicure preparations
mercuryisused asa | 3304.9 Other
preservative and no 3304.91 Powders, whether or not compressed
effective and safe 3304.99 Other
substitute . . . .
reservativesare 34.01 Soap; organic surface-active productsand preparationsfor use as
pres soap, inthe form of bars, cakes, molded piecesor shapes, whether
available L . - .
or not containing soap; organic surface-active productsand
preparationsfor washing the skin, in the form of liquid or cream and
put up for retail sale, whether or not containing soap; paper,
wadding, felt and nonwovens, impregnated, coated or covered with
soap or detergent.
3401.1 Soap and organic surface-active productsand preparations, in the
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form of bars, cakes, molded piecesor shapes, and paper, wadding,
felt and nonwovens, impregnated, coated or covered with soap or
detergent
3401.11 For toilet use (including medicated products)
3401.19 Other
3401.20 Soap in other forms
3401.30 Organic surface-active productsand preparationsfor washing the
skin, in the form of liquid or cream and put up for retail sale,
whether or not containing soap
Pegticides, biocides 38.08 Insecticides, rodenticides, fungicides, herbicides, anti-sprouting
and topical antiseptics productsand plant-growth regulators, disinfectantsand similar
products, putup in fomsor packingsfor retail sale or as
preparationsor articles (for example, sulphur-treated bands, wicks
and candles, and fly-papers)
38085 Goods specified in Subheading Note 1 to this Chapter :
3808.52 DDT (ISO) (clofenotane (INN)), in packings of a net weight content
not exceeding 300 g
3808.59 Other
3808.6 Goods specified in Subheading Note 2 to this Chapter
3808.61 In packingsof a net weight content not exceeding 300 g
3808.62 In packingsof a net weight content exceeding 300 g but not
exceeding 7.5 kg
3808.69 Other
3808.9 Other:
3808.91 Insecticides
3808.92 Fungicides
3808.93 Herbicides, anti-sprouting productsand plant-growth regulators
3808.94 Disinfectants
3808.99 Other
The following non- 90.18 Instrumentsand appliancesused in medical, surgical, dental or
electronic measuring veterinary sciences, including scintigraphic apparatus, other
devicesexcept non- electro-medical apparatusand sight-testing instruments.
electronic measuring | 9018.1 Electro-diagnostic apparatus (including apparatus for functional
devicesinstalledin exploratory examination or for checking physiological parameters)
large-scale equipment | g578 99 Electro-cardiographs
or those used for high ; .
precision 9018.12 Ultrasonic scanning apparatus
measurement, where |9018.13 Magnetic resonance imaging apparatus
no suitablemercury- (9018.14 Scintigraphic apparatus
free alternative is 9018.19 Other
E\;?(I)Ir?ﬁt()alte ér(;)(b) 9018.20 Ultra-violet or infra-red ray apparatus
hygrometers; () 90183 Syringes, needles, catheters, cannulae and the like :
manometers; (d) 9018.31 Syringes, with or without needles
thermometers, (e) 9018.32 Tubular metal needlesand needlesfor sutures
sphygmomanometers. |g44g 39 Other
90184 Otherinstrumentsand appliances, used in dental sciences
9018.41 Dental diill engines, whether or not combined on a single base with
other dental equipment
9018.49 Other
9018.50 Other ophthalmic instrumentsand appliances
9018.90 Otherinstrumentsand appliances
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90.25

9025.1

9025.11
9025.19
9025.80
9025.90
90.26

9026.10
9026.20
9026.80
9026.90

Hydrometersand similar floating instruments, thermometers,
pyrometers, barometers, hygrometersand psychrometers,
recording or not, and any combination of these instruments.

Themometersand pyrometers, not combined with other
instruments:

Liquid-filled, for direct reading

Other

Other instruments

Partsand accessories

Instrumentsand apparatus for measuring or checking the flow,
level, pressure or other varniablesof liquids or gases (for example,
flow meters, level gauges, manometers, heat meters), excluding
instrumentsand apparatus of heading 90.14, 90.15, 90.28 or 90.32.
For measuring or checking the flow or level of liquids

For measuring or checking pressure

Other instrumentsor apparatus

Partsand accessories

Source: Directorate of Substances and Chemical Products of the Secretariat of Environment and

Sustainable Development
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AppendixJ—Customs codes identified in various Caribbean M1As

Customs code Description

8471.30 Laptops

8506.10.00 Manganese dioxide primary cellsorbatteries

8506.30.00 Mercuricoxide primary cells or batteries

8506.40.00 Silveroxide primary cells or batteries

8506.50.00 Lithium primary cells or batteries

8506.60.00 Air-zincprimary cells orbatteries

8506.80.00 Otherprimary cells/batteries

8517.12 CellPhones

8528.59.00 LCD Screens

8528.73.90 LC Screens

8539.31.10 Discharge lamps, fluorescent, hot cathode with double ended cap

8539.31.90 Discharge lamps, fluorescent, hot cathode excluding with double ended cap

8539.32.00 Mercury orsodium vapour lamps; metal halide lamps

8539.39.10 Low energy consumption lamps

8539.39.90 Discharge lamps, otherthan ultra-violet, low energy and fluorescent lamps

8539.49.00 Ultra-violet orinfra-redlampsexcl. arclamps

9025.11.20 Clinical thermometer containing mercury

9025.11.80 Industrial and specialapplication thermometers containing mercury

9025.11.80 Glass thermometers with Hg for laboratories

9025.11.80 Ambientairthermometer containing mercury

9025.19.20 Clinical thermometer mercury free

9025.19.20 Ambientairthermometer mercury free

9025.19.20 Glass thermometers Hg free forlaboratories

9025.80.20 Barometers/manometers containing mercury

9025.80.20 Barometers/manometers mercury free

9025.80.20 Sphygmomanometers mercury free (medical blood pressure gauges)

9025.80.20 Sphygmomanometers containing mercury (medical blood pressure gauges)

9025.80.40 Hydrometers, pyrometers, hygrometers, etc., mercury free and combinations excl. 9025
1920

9025.80.80 Hydrometers, pyrometers, hygrometers, etc., containing mercury and combinations excl.
90251120and9025 1180

9026.20.00 Instrument/apparatus to measure or check the pressure of liquids/gases mercury free

9026.20.00 Instrument/apparatus to measure or check the pressure of liquids/gases containing mercury

9027.30.00 Spectrometers, spectrophotometers and spectrographs using optical radiations, such as UV,
visible, IR

9027.50.00 Instruments and apparatusfor physical or chemical analysis, using UV, visible or IR optical

radiations (exlc. spectrometers, spectrophotometers, spectrographs and gasorsmoke
analysis apparatus)
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9032.10.00 Thermostats mercury free

9032.10.00 Thermostats containing mercury

Cosmetics containing mercury

Paint containing mercury

Pesticides andbiocides containing mercury

Pharmaceuticals containing mercury

Source:“*Annex IlI: Stakeholder Questionnaires,” Jamaica: Minamata Initial Assessment Report,
November 2018.







