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Meeting of the Group of Technical Experts on 
Waste Thresholds to be Established Pursuant to 
Paragraph 2 of Article 11 
Minamata Convention on Mercury

Osaka, Japan, 27-29 May 2019
Annotations to the provisional agenda

Item 1

Opening of the meeting

1. The meeting Group of Technical Experts on Waste Thresholds to be Established Pursuant to Paragraph 2 of Article 11 will be opened at 9 a.m. on Monday, 27 May 2019. The co-chairs of the group, Ms. Oluwatoyin Olabanji (Nigeria) and Mr. Andreas Gössnitzer (Switzerland), will preside over the meeting. 
2. Welcoming remarks will be delivered by the host government.
Item 2
Organizational matters

(a)
Adoption of the agenda

3. The group may wish to adopt the agenda of the meeting on the basis of the provisional agenda set forth in document UNEP/MC/WT.1/1.


(b)
Organization of work
4. The group may wish to invite the secretariat to briefly present the work done in preparation for the second meeting of the Conference of the Parties and the mandate given by the Conference in its decision MC-2/2, set out as an annex to document UNEP/MC/WT.1/2.

5. In view of the need for in-depth discussion on specific matters included in the mandates from the Conference of the Parties, and the need for dedicated drafting work by members and observers, the group may wish to consider a format of the meeting that allows plenary discussions on key issues and in-depth discussion and writing by smaller groups, with occasional reporting back from the smaller groups to the plenary.
6. The group may wish to have three working groups: first one on the listing of mercury waste falling under subparagraph 2 (a), (b) and (c) of article 11
, second one on establishing mercury waste threshold as discussed under agenda item 5, and third one on mining waste as detailed under item 6.
7. The group may wish to meet daily starting on Monday, 27 May until Wednesday, 29 May, from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Although optimum efforts will be made to conclude all the work by Wednesday, 29 May, the group may wish to take a flexible approach to allow some drafting work by small groups and brief plenaries on Thursday, 30 May and Friday, 31 May, in the margins of a workshop held back-to-back with this meeting. 
8. The group may wish to refer to a proposed timetable as set out in the annex to this document, with changes as appropriate.
9. The group may also wish to connect electronically to the members who could not participate in the meeting in person for the plenary sessions.

Item 3


Clarification and refinement of the coverage of each of the three categories of mercury waste listed in paragraph 2 of article 11

10. The group has before it a compilation of comments on the clarification and refinement of the coverage of each of the three categories of mercury waste listed in paragraph 2 of article 11 (UNEP/MC/WT.1/3).
11. The group may wish to develop and agree on texts clarifying the coverage of these three categories.
Item 4


Listing of mercury waste
12. The group may wish to note that the Conference of the Parties in its decision 2/2 requested the group to develop the following lists:
a) Comprehensive list of mercury waste falling under subparagraph 2 (a) of article 11;

b) Indicative list of mercury waste that might fall under subparagraphs 2 (b) and (c) of article 11.
13. The group has before it a compilation of comments on the lists included in the document UNEP/MC/COP.2/8 (UNEP/MC/WT.1/4).
14. The group may wish to review the comments in plenary, and task relevant working groups to further review the comments and develop revised lists.
Item 5

Establishing mercury waste thresholds
15. The group may wish to note that the Conference of the Parties in its decision 2/2 requested the group to undertake the following tasks:
a) Develop, as a priority, relevant approaches and methodologies for establishing thresholds for mercury waste falling under subparagraph 2 (c) of article 11;

b) Develop, if possible, recommendation of specific thresholds for this waste; and

c) Consider relevance of thresholds for categories of waste falling under subparagraphs 2 (a) and 2 (b) of article 11
16. The group has before it a compilation of comments on the establishment of mercury thresholds (UNEP/MC/WT.1/5).
17. The group may wish to review the comments in plenary, and task relevant working groups to further review the comments and develop approaches, methodologies and thresholds.

Item 6

Approaches for establishing thresholds for overburden, waste rock and tailings, except from primary mercury mining
18. The group may wish to note that the Conference of the Parties in its decision 2/2 requested the group to work, as a separate and differentiated matter from the matters under items 3 to 5, to identify approaches for establishing thresholds for overburden, waste rock and tailings, except from primary mercury mining.
19. The group has before it a compilation of comments on these approaches (UNEP/MC/WT.1/6).

20. The group may wish to review the comments in plenary, and task relevant working groups to further review the comments and identify relevant approaches.

Item 7

Preparation of the report on the outcomes of the group for the Conference of the Parties
21. The group may wish to note that the Conference of the Parties, in its decision MC-2/2, requested the secretariat to report to the Conference at its third meeting on the outcomes of the work of the group.
22. The group may wish to develop the contents of the report based on the deliberations on items 3 to 6.

Item 8
Other matters
23. The group may wish to consider how it should develop a report of the meeting, which may consist of a brief report on the proceeding of the meeting and a draft report to be submitted to the Conference of the Parties at its third session.

24. The group may wish to consider and agree on the process for finalizing the report. In so doing, it may wish to note that the documents for the third meeting of the Conference of the Parties need to be submitted to the UN Environment’s headquarters for translation by 9 August 2019.

25. The group may wish to consider other matters raised during the meeting. 
Item 9
Closure of the meeting
26. It is expected that the meeting will conclude its work by 6 p.m. on Wednesday, 29 May 2019 unless the group decides to continue their work until Friday, 31 May 2019, in the margins of a workshop held back-to-back with this meeting. 

ANNEX: Suggested timetable

	DAY 1: Monday, 27 May 2019

	9.00 a.m. – 9.15 a.m.
	Item 1: Opening of the meeting.

	9.15 a.m. – 9.30 a.m.
	Item 2: Organizational matters

	9.30 a.m. – 10.30 a.m.
	Item 3: Clarification and refinement of the coverage of each of the three categories of mercury waste listed in paragraph 2 of article 11

	Coffee/tea break

	11.00 a.m. – 1.00 p.m.
	Item 4: Listing of mercury waste

	Lunch break

	2.00 p.m. – 4.00 p.m.
	Item 5: Establishing mercury waste thresholds

	Coffee/tea break

	4.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	Item 6: Approaches for establishing thresholds for overburden, waste rock and tailings, except from primary mercury mining

	5.30 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.
	Summary of day 1 – identification of agreed issues, remaining issues and homework

	DAY 2: Tuesday, 28 May 2019

	9.00 a.m. – 9.30 a.m.
	Recapturing day 1 discussion – report on the homework

	9.30 a.m. – 1.00 p.m.
	Discussion on items 3-6 in working groups (with one coffee/tea break)

	Lunch break

	2.00 p.m. – 2.30 p.m.
	Items 3-6: Plenary feedback from the working groups

Item 7: Preparation of the report on the outcomes of the group for the Conference of the Parties

	2.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	Drafting of the report in working groups (with one coffee/tea break)

	5.30 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.
	Summary of day 2 – identification of agreed issues, remaining issues and homework

	DAY 3: Wednesday, 29 May 2019

	9.00 a.m. – 9.30 a.m.
	Recapturing day 2 discussion – report on the homework

	9.30 a.m. – 1.00 p.m.
	Drafting of the report in working groups (with one coffee/tea break)

	Lunch break

	2.00 p.m. – 2.30 p.m.
	Item 7: Plenary feedback from the working groups

	2.30 p.m. – 5.00 p.m.
	Drafting of the report in working groups (with one coffee/tea break)

	5.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.
	Item 7: Adoption of the report, identification of remaining work, and agreement on the way forward

Item 8: Other matters

	6.00 p.m.
	Item 9: Closure of the meeting


� This document has not been formally edited.


� Paragraph 2 of article 11of the Convention provides that mercury wastes means substances or objects:


(a) Consisting of mercury or mercury compounds;


(b) Containing mercury or mercury compounds; or


(c) Contaminated with mercury or mercury compounds,


in a quantity above the relevant thresholds defined by the Conference of the Parties, in collaboration with the relevant bodies of the Basel Convention in a harmonized manner, that are disposed of or are intended to be disposed of or are required to be disposed of by the provisions of national law or this Convention.
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