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Objectives:

¢ Inform participants on the intersessional process (IP) for SAICM and the sound management of chemicals
and waste beyond 2020 and the journey towards the fifth session of the International Conference on
Chemicals Management (ICCM5)

e Moderate a discussion on strengthening coordination and engagement for the sound management of
chemicals and waste beyond 2020 in response to the SAICM independent evaluation and in line with the 2030
Agenda.

Background:

¢ SAICM is a global multi-sectoral and multi-stakeholder, voluntary policy framework aimed at minimizing
significant adverse effects of chemicals on human health and the environment by 2020. The SAICM platform
has provided a space to convene actors and to coordinate and catalyze collective actions. It has built
capacity at country and regional level for addressing basic elements for the sound management of chemicals
and has addressed emerging issues such as chemicals in products, electronics and pharmaceutical
pollutants.

e One of the key strengths of SAICM is that it has provided the opportunity for governments and non-
government actors, to discuss and deliberate on the management of chemicals throughout their life cycle in
an atmosphere of trust and cooperation.

e A new overarching approach for SAICM and the sound management of chemicals and waste beyond 2020 is
currently being deliberated by an intersessional process and key decisions will be taken at the fifth session of
the International Conference on Chemicals Management in Bonn, Germany from 5-9 October 2020.

Key Policy Questions for Discussion:

e How has the Minamata Convention on Mercury community at large benefited from the implementation of
SAICM to date?

e How the Minamata community could participate closer in the intersessional process?

e How do the Minamata National Focal Points and SAICM National Focal Points work together at national level?
What is working well? What can be improved?

e How can we maximize benefits of each other’s efforts?
e What can be improved in relation to information sharing and collaboration?

e How can we foster a multi-stakeholder and multi-sectoral approach, including partnership and mechanisms for
technical cooperation?
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