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1. Introduction

2. Intersessional work on products and 
processes

3. Questions and answers

Please register for the WebEx session using the links above.
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Minamata Convention COP-3 launched an intersessional process to review the list of products and 
processes using mercury controlled under the Convention. The Minamata Secretariat convenes an online 

information session on the progress of this work, with call for submission of information.

https://unep.webex.com/unep/onstage/g.php?MTID=ecdd6e5a1df2b95e27322d8dd1dc4ffc8
https://unep.webex.com/unep/onstage/g.php?MTID=e49cddb66d706a5cce3180078877f15b9


Article 3: Supply Guidance on identifying mercury stocks (COP-1)
Trade Guidance and format for import consent (COP-1)

Article 4: Products – Annex A
Article 5: Processes – Annex B
Article 7: ASGM NAP guidance (COP-1)

Article 8: Emissions BAT/BEP and inventory guidance
(COP-1)

Article 9: Releases Inventory guidance (expected COP-4)

Article 10:
Storage
Interim storage guidelines (COP-2)

Article 11: Waste
Basel Convention guidelines

Article 12: Contaminated sites
Guidance on management (COP-3)

The Minamata Convention sets out measures for the whole life cycle of mercury

Life cycle of 
mercury



Information Session – Preparation for COP-4
Intersessional work on the review of Annexes A and B



Article 4
Mercury-added products

4. The Secretariat shall, on the basis of information provided by 
Parties, collect and maintain information on mercury-added 
products and their alternatives, and shall make such information 
publicly available. The Secretariat shall also make publicly 
available any other relevant information submitted by Parties.

7. Any Party may submit a proposal to the Secretariat for listing a 
mercury-added product in Annex A, which shall include 
information related to the availability, technical and economic 
feasibility and environmental and health risks and benefits of the 
non-mercury alternatives to the product, taking into account 
information pursuant to paragraph 4.

8. No later than five years after the date of entry into force of the 
Convention, the Conference of the Parties shall review Annex A 
and may consider amendments to that Annex in accordance with 
Article 27.

9. In reviewing Annex A pursuant to paragraph 8, the Conference 
of the Parties shall take into account at least:
(a) Any proposal submitted under paragraph 7;
(b) The information made available pursuant to paragraph 4; and
(c) The availability to the Parties of mercury-free alternatives
that are technically and economically feasible, taking into account 
the environmental and human health risks and benefits.

Article 5
Manufacturing processes in which mercury or 

mercury compounds are used 
4. The Secretariat shall, on the basis of information provided by 
Parties, collect and maintain information on processes that use 
mercury or mercury compounds and their alternatives, and shall 
make such information publicly available. Other relevant 
information may also be submitted by Parties and shall be made 
publicly available by the Secretariat.

9. Any Party may submit a proposal to amend Annex B in order to 
list a manufacturing process in which mercury or mercury 
compounds are used. It shall include information related to the 
availability, technical and economic feasibility and environmental 
and health risks and benefits of the non-mercury alternatives to 
the process.

10. No later than five years after the date of entry into force of 
the Convention, the Conference of the Parties shall review Annex 
B and may consider amendments to that Annex in accordance 
with Article 27.

11. In any review of Annex B pursuant to paragraph 10, the 
Conference of the Parties shall take into account at least:
(a) Any proposal submitted under paragraph 9;
(b) The information made available under paragraph 4; and
(c) The availability for the Parties of mercury-free alternatives
which are technically and economically feasible taking into 
account the environmental and health risks and benefits.

Article 26
Amendments to the Convention

1. Amendments to this Convention may be 
proposed by any Party.
2. Amendments to this Convention shall be 
adopted at a meeting of the Conference of 
the Parties. The text of any proposed 
amendment shall be communicated to the 
Parties by the Secretariat at least six 
months before the meeting at which it is 
proposed for adoption. The Secretariat 
shall also communicate the proposed 
amendment to the signatories to this 
Convention and, for information, to the 
Depositary.

Article 27
Adoption and amendment of annexes

1. Annexes to this Convention shall form an 
integral part thereof and, unless expressly 
provided otherwise, a reference to this 
Convention constitutes at the same time a 
reference to any annexes thereto.
2. Any additional annexes adopted after 
the entry into force of this Convention shall 
be restricted to procedural, scientific, 
technical or administrative matters.
3. The following procedure shall apply to 
the proposal, adoption and entry into force 
of additional annexes to this Convention:
(a) Additional annexes shall be proposed 
and adopted according to the procedure 
laid down in paragraphs 1–3 of Article 26;





 Intersessional work on Review of Annexes A and B
Decision MC-3/1
Ad hoc group of experts
Submissions and extended deadline

 Dental Amalgam
Decision MC-3/2
Submissions and extended deadline

 Customs codes
Previous work presented to COP-3
Decision MC-3/3

This session will cover:



Review on Annexes A and B

Outline of Decision MC-3/1
The Conference of the Parties:

 Decides to establish an ad hoc group of experts on 
Review of Annexes A and B.

 Requests the Secretariat to call for submissions from 
Parties by 31 March 2020, including information on 
the uses of mercury in products and processes, and 
on the availability, technical and economic feasibility 
and environmental and health risks and benefits to 
non-mercury alternatives.

 …. (Procedure of work to be explained later)

 Requests the Secretariat to prepare a report on the 
work of the ad hoc group of experts by 30 April 2021.



 Mandate: to prepare a document in which it will enhance and organize the information for each use 
submitted by Parties in accordance with decision MC-3/1, taking into account further information 
available to the experts.

 18 experts were nominated from 5 regions (still two seats vacant)

 Co-chairs were elected at its second online meeting: Ms. Gwenetta Fordyce (Guyana) and Mr. 
Darren Byrne (Ireland)

 10 observers to be invited by the group.

 So far, the group has selected 6 observers with “horizontal” expertise.

 Observers with “vertical” expertise on specific categories of product/process (e.g. lamps, 
batteries, etc.) will also be invited to group calls to discuss these categories.

 Partner organisations (UNEP, WHO) and Parties that submitted information are also invited.

Review on Annexes A and B
Ad hoc group of experts on review of Annexes A and B



Roadmap in Decision MC-3/1 Current plan of the Ad hoc Group
• 31 March 2020: Submissions from Parties
• 30 April 2020: Submissions from non-parties and 

others
• June 2020: Face-to-face meeting
• August 2020: Make available enriched and 

organized information to Parties that submitted 
information.

• November 2020: Revised information from 
Parties

• April 2021: Secretariat to prepare a report on the 
work of the ad hoc group of experts reflecting its 
activities, including all the information gathered 
from the group, parties and others, for 
presentation at COP-4.

• 7 May 2020: first online meeting
• 3 June 2020: second online meeting
• 1 July 2020: third online meeting
• 31 July 2020: Extended deadline for submissions 

from Parties, non-parties and others
• Sep-Oct 2020: A series of group calls on specific 

categories of products and processes
• After November 2020: Further timeline to be 

discussed by the Group

Review on Annexes A and B
Roadmap in MC-3/1 and the current plan of the Ad Hoc Group



 Parties were invited to submit information on the 
uses of mercury and non-mercury alternatives by 
31 March 2020 (once extended to 15 April)

 7 submissions have been received. (posted on the 
website)

 Further submissions will be accepted until 31 
July. Templates for submissions agreed by the ad 
hoc group of experts are available on Minamata 
website.

http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Portals/11/docume
nts/meetings/COP4/submissions/Templates_for_prod
ucts_and_processes.docx

Review on Annexes A and B

Submissions from Parties

http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Meetings/Intersessionalwork/tabid/8279/language/en-US/Default.aspx
http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Portals/11/documents/meetings/COP4/submissions/Templates_for_products_and_processes.docx


 Non-parties and others were invited to provide 
further information on the use of mercury and on 
non-mercury alternatives referred to in the 
submissions by the Parties by 30 April 2020. (Once 
extended until 15 May)

 5 submissions have been received. (posted on the 
website)

 Further submissions will be accepted until 31 
July. Templates for submissions agreed by the ad 
hoc group of experts are available on Minamata 
website.

http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Portals/11/docume
nts/meetings/COP4/submissions/Templates_for_prod
ucts_and_processes.docx

Review on Annexes A and B

Submission from non-parties and others

http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Meetings/Intersessionalwork/tabid/8279/language/en-US/Default.aspx
http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Portals/11/documents/meetings/COP4/submissions/Templates_for_products_and_processes.docx


Dental amalgam

Outline of Decision MC-3/2



Dental amalgam
Information on non-mercury alternatives to dental amalgam 
Submissions from governments
 Parties and others were invited to provide information 

including that related to the availability, technical and 
economic feasibility and environmental and health 
risks and benefits of the non-mercury alternatives to 
dental amalgam by 1 July 2020.

 6 submissions have been received. (posted on the 
website)

 Upon the request from some Parties, deadline was 
extended until 15 August.

http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Meetings/Intersessionalwork/tabid/8279/language/en-US/Default.aspx


Dental amalgam
Information on non-mercury alternatives to dental amalgam 
Submissions from other organisations
 21 submissions have been received. (posted 

on the website)

 Upon the request from some Parties, 
deadline was extended until 15 August.

http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Meetings/Intersessionalwork/tabid/8279/language/en-US/Default.aspx


Dental amalgam
Information on implementation 
of additional measures
 COP in its decision MC-3/2 encourages Parties 

to take more than the two required measures to 
phase down the use of dental amalgam.

 Parties are invited to provide information on the 
implementation of any additional measures taken 
in accordance with part II of Annex A to the 
Convention by 31 January 2021.

 Three submissions have been received so far. 
(posted on the website)

http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Meetings/Intersessionalwork/tabid/8279/language/en-US/Default.aspx


 COP2 requested the secretariat to suggest approaches for customs codes to identify and distinguish 
non-mercury added products and mercury added products listed in Annex A, including approaches 
for their possible harmonization, in collaboration with Products Partnership and in cosultation with 
relevant organizations (MC-2/9).

 Report was developed and presented to COP-3 (MC/COP.3/5, INF/12)

 Four basic approaches have been identified in the report:

A. Develop internationally harmonized six-digit HS codes pursuant to the establishd WCO process

B. Develop statistical codes of more than six digits

C. Deliver some combination of the two above mentioned approaches

D. Do not explore new customs codes under the Convention

Customs codes

Use of customs codes to distinguish mercury-
added products



Customs codes

Use of customs codes to distinguish mercury-added 
products Customs 

code
Purpose Product definition

90 Chapter Optical, photographic, cinematographic, 
measuring, checking, precision, medical 
or surgical instruments and apparatus; 
parts and accessories thereof

9025 Heading Hydrometers and similar floating 
instruments, thermometers, pyrometers, 
barometers, hygrometers and 
psychrometers, recording or not, and 
any combination of these instruments

9025.1 HS Subheading 
(5-digit)

-Thermometers and pyrometers, not 
combined with other instruments

9025.11 HS Subheading 
(6-digit)

- -Liquid filled, for direct reading

9025.11.
10

National 
subdivision 
(typically 
determines duty)

- - -Clinical thermometers

9025.11.
10.10

National 
subdivision 
(statistical suffix)

- - - - -Containing mercury

Source: WCO, Structure of the Harmonized System codes (HS 2017)
Source: Based on codes developed by Uruguay



The Conference of the Parties:

 Requests the secretariat, in collaboration with Products Partnership and relevant experts, to draft 
a guidance document on the work, including:

 For mercury-added products listed in Annex A, a list of possible customs nomenclature 
codes of more than six digits that could be used by Parties;

 For mercury-added poducts not listed in Annex A, a compilation of examples provided by 
national experts of customs nomenclature codes of more than six digits currently in use by 
Parties;

 Examples of good practice where the use of customs nomenclature codes at the national 
level has been supplemented by the use of other control tools for the purpose of 
implementing trade provisions.

• Requests the secretariat to prepare a report including the above-mentioned elements and submit 
it to COP4 for its consideration.

Customs codes

Outline of Decision MC-3/3



• Requests the secretariat to circulate an open call to all 
Parties, non-parties and others to identify experts to 
participate in the open-ended process, and to call for 
submissions by such experts by 31 March 2020 on the 
relevant information of the work.

• Information was submitted by one party (posted on the 
website)

• The Secretariat will work with the Global Mercury 
Partnership to develop a guidance document.

Customs codes

Outline of Decision MC-3/3 (cont.)

http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Meetings/Intersessionalwork/tabid/8279/language/en-US/Default.aspx


WEB www.mercuryconvention.org
E-MAIL MEA-MinamataSecretariat@un.org

TWITTER @minamataMEA
#MakeMercuryHistory

THANK YOU!
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