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¥ ONMERCURY  Intersessional work on products and processes

Minamata Convention COP-3 launched an intersessional process to review the list of products and

processes using mercury controlled under the Convention. The Minamata Secretariat convenes an online

Information session on the progress of this work, with call for submission of information.
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1. Introduction

Takafumi Anan 2. Intersessional work on products and
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3. Questions and answers



https://unep.webex.com/unep/onstage/g.php?MTID=ecdd6e5a1df2b95e27322d8dd1dc4ffc8
https://unep.webex.com/unep/onstage/g.php?MTID=e49cddb66d706a5cce3180078877f15b9

Article 3: Supply Guidance on identifying mercury stocks (COP-1)

Trade Guidance and format for import consent (COP-1)
Article 12: Contaminated sites
Guidance on management (COP-3) _ Article 7: ASGM NAP guidance (COP-1)
Life cycle of
mercury
Article 8: Emissions BAT/BEP and inventory guidance
Article 11: Waste (COP-1)
Basel Convention guidelines Article 9: Releases Inventory guidance (expected COP-4)
Article 10:
Storage

Interim storage guidelines (COP-2)



Intersessional work on the review of Annexes A and B
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Annex A
7 7
4 Mercury-added products
The following products are excluded from this Annex:
MINAMATA CONVENTION ON MERCURY e . . _
(a) Products essential for civil protection and military uses;

TEXT AND (b) Products for research, calibration of instrumentation, for use

/ AI‘tiCle 4 as reference standard;
r Mercury-added products  vable,switches anirlays, cod <athode luorescent amps
/ and Extl:{rna! electrode ﬂuurescf:nt Iamps (CCFL and EEFL) for
/ / 1. Each Party shall not allow, by taking appropriate measures, the electronic displays, ancimeaslring devices;
/ ’ manufacture, import or export of mercury-added products listed in Part
| of Annex A after the phase-out date specified for those products, except

(d) Products used in traditional or religious practices; and

(e) Vaccines containing thiomersal as preservatives.

; A . . . . . . i i
/ - where an exclusion is specified in Annex A or the Party has a registered Part |: Products subject to Article 4, paragraph 1
7 Y exemption pursuant to Article 6. Date after which the
manufacture, import
or export of the
7 l Mercury-added products cradct shall not ba
| Article 5 Annex B
environment
o Manufacturi ng processes In which mercu ry or e et & s Manufacturing processes in which mercury
mercu ry com pou nds are used zinc air batteries with a mercury conten or mercury compounds are used
Switches and relays, except very high ac
‘ ‘ ‘ capacitance and loss measurement brid Part |: Processes subject to Article 5, paragraph 2
1. For the purposes of this Article and Annex B, manufacturing processes high frequency radio frequency switche
) . ) relays in monitoring and control instrun Manufacturing processes using mercury or Phase-out date
in which mercury or mercury compounds are used shall not include a maximum mercury content of 20mg | mercury compounds
. . SWILCN Or relay - -
processes using mercury-added products, processes for manufacturing Compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs) for Chlor-alkali production 2025
- lighting purposes that are < 30 watts wi Acetaldehyde production in which mercury or
mercury-added products or processes that process mercury-containing mercury content exceeding 5 mg per la mercury compounds are used as a catalyst 2018
waste.

Part Il: Processes subject to Article 5, paragraph 3

2. Each Party shall not allow, by taking appropriate measures, the use of Mercuryusing | Provisions
mercury or mercury compounds in the manufacturing processes listed in process
. . Vinyl chlorid M to be taken by the Parties shall include but

Part | of Annex B after the phase-out date specified in that Annex for the monomer notbelmited tor
indivi i i production () Reduce the use of mercury in terms of per unit
individual processes, except where the Party has a registered exemption rodction by 50 mer comt by the year 2020 saint
pursuant to Article 6. 2010 use;

(ii) Promoting measures to reduce the reliance on

mercury from primary mining;




Article 4
Mercury-added products
4. The Secretariat shall, on the basis of information provided by
Parties, collect and maintain information on mercury-added
products and their alternatives, and shall make such information
publicly available. The Secretariat shall also make publicly
available any other relevant information submitted by Parties.

7. Any Party may submit a proposal to the Secretariat for listing a
mercury-added product in Annex A, which shall include
information related to the availability, technical and economic
feasibility and environmental and health risks and benefits of the
non-mercury alternatives to the product, taking into account
information pursuant to paragraph 4.

8. No later than five years after the date of entry into force of the
Convention, the Conference of the Parties shall review Annex A
and may consider amendments to that Annex in accordance with
Article 27.

9. In reviewing Annex A pursuant to paragraph 8, the Conference
of the Parties shall take into account at least:

(a) Any proposal submitted under paragraph 7;

(b) The information made available pursuant to paragraph 4; and
(c) The availability to the Parties of mercury-free alternatives

that are technically and economically feasible, taking into account
the environmental and human health risks and benefits.

Article 5
Manufacturing processes in which mercury or
mercury compounds are used

4. The Secretariat shall, on the basis of information provided by
Parties, collect and maintain information on processes that use
mercury or mercury compounds and their alternatives, and shall
make such information publicly available. Other relevant
information may also be submitted by Parties and shall be made
publicly available by the Secretariat.

9. Any Party may submit a proposal to amend Annex B in order to
list a manufacturing process in which mercury or mercury
compounds are used. It shall include information related to the
availability, technical and economic feasibility and environmental
and health risks and benefits of the non-mercury alternatives to
the process.

10. No later than five years after the date of entry into force of
the Convention, the Conference of the Parties shall review Annex
B and may consider amendments to that Annex in accordance
with Article 27.

11. In any review of Annex B pursuant to paragraph 10, the
Conference of the Parties shall take into account at least:

(a) Any proposal submitted under paragraph 9;

(b) The information made available under paragraph 4; and
(c) The availability for the Parties of mercury-free alternatives
which are technically and economically feasible taking into
account the environmental and health risks and benefits.
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Article 26

Amendments to the Convention
1. Amendments to this Convention may be
proposed by any Party.
2. Amendments to this Convention shall be
adopted at a meeting of the Conference of
the Parties. The text of any proposed
amendment shall be communicated to the
Parties by the Secretariat at least six
months before the meeting at which it is
proposed for adoption. The Secretariat
shall also communicate the proposed
amendment to the signatories to this
Convention and, for information, to the
Depositary.

Article 27

Adoption and amendment of annexes
1. Annexes to this Convention shall form an
integral part thereof and, unless expressly
provided otherwise, a reference to this
Convention constitutes at the same time a
reference to any annexes thereto.
2. Any additional annexes adopted after
the entry into force of this Convention shall
be restricted to procedural, scientific,
technical or administrative matters.
3. The following procedure shall apply to
the proposal, adoption and entry into force
of additional annexes to this Convention:
(a) Additional annexes shall be proposed
and adopted according to the procedure
laid down in paragraphs 1-3 of Article 26;
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UNEP/Mc/icop.3/23 Decisions adopted by the Conference of the Parties to the Minamata
Convention on Mercury at its third meeting

Distr.: General

7 January 2020 , )
MC-3/1: Review of annexes A and B 32
Original: English
MC-3/2:  Dental amalZam ........coooevemriiiiiiieiir s s e sns s ss s s s eee e S0
Environment
MC-3/4:  Releases O METCUTY ...oooeveiriiciiee e e sn s en FOD
Programme v
Conference of the Parties to the MC-3/5:  Mercury waste thresholds ...........ucimiminmmenmnmemmemmmem e 31
Minamata Convention on Mercury : : :
'l_ ll| 5 “
Third meeting MC-3/6:  Guidance on the management of contaminated SIES ........covvvevevvvemecesciscie i 38
Geneva, 25-29 November 2019 . . . .
MC-3/7: First review of the financial mechanism ... e e 43
REpl}l“t of the Conference of the Parties to the Minamata MC-3/8:  Article 14: Capacity-building, technical assistance and technology transfer.................... 44
Convention on ME]‘EII]'}F on the work of its third meetmg MC-3/9: Implementation and Complhiance Commuittee: terms of reference and template
. for written submissions from parties with respect to their own compliance ..................... 45
Introduction
1 The third meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Minamata Convention on Mercury MC-3/10:  Arrangements for the first effectiveness evaluation of the Minamata Convention on

was held at the Geneva International Conference Centre from 25 to 29 November 2019, L% L e ) U OSSP |
I 0 . fth . MC-3/11:  Enhanced cooperation between the secretariat of the Minamata Convention and the
. pening of the meeting secretariat of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions ..........cooocvveicncnnenn 38

2. The Director of the Europe Office of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP),

Bruno Pozzi, welcomed participants at 10.20 a.m. on Monday, 25 November. MC-3/12:  Programme of work and budget for the biennium 2020-2021 .....cocooviiiiiiiiiiicnnnenn 60

A. Opening remarks MC-3/13:  Guidance for completing the national reporting format..........ccocevciiiii i viccie e 08
3. Following a performance of Swiss traditional music and a video presentation about the

Minamata Convention, opening remarks were delivered by Marc Chardonnens, State Secretary,

Federal Office for the Environment, Switzerland; Inger Andersen, Executive Director of UNEP;

Rossana Silva Repetto, Executive Secretary of the Minamata Convention on Mercury; and

David Kapindula (Zambia), President of the Conference of the Parties at its third meeting.

4. In his opening remarks, Mr. Chardonnens welcomed participants to Geneva, noting that the
cumrent gathering was the third successive meeting of the Conference of the Parties held in Geneva
since the Convention’s entry into force in 2017. Reviewing the history of the Convention’s creation
and the significant progress already made i its implementation, he drew attention to challenges facing
the parties at the current stage, in particular in the areas of waste thresholds, contaminated sites and
inventories. To confront those and other challenges, concerted collective action and collaboration were
needed by and between all parties and stakeholders and, to that end, considerable advantages flowed
from the location of the Convention secretariat in Geneva, the host city of a number of international
instruments and organizations active in the field of global chemicals and waste governance. Resolute
implementation of the Convention and assuring the capacities required to that end were crucial to
making mercury history, as was the efficient use of resources, which was exemplified by the
cooperation between the secretariat of the Minamata Convention and the secretariat of the Basel,
Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions. In closing, he wished participants fruitful deliberations,
thanking them for taking up the global chemicals and waste challenge for a detoxified future.

5. In her statement, Ms. Andersen said that, as the youngest member of the family of
environmental conventions, the Minamata Convention had immense potential to deliver beneficial
results to people and the environment, in the campaign to make mercury history. Among the
achievements of the Convention to date, she drew attention to the establishment of'a fully funded
financial mechanism with a 5206 million indicative allocation under the seventh replenishment of the
Global Environment Facility (GEF). Outlining tasks before the parties at the current meeting, she
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» |ntersessional work on Review of Annexes A and B
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1 Ad hoc group of experts

1 Submissions and extended deadline

= Dental Amalgam
] Decision MC-3/2
] Submissions and extended deadline

= Customs codes

1 Previous work presented to COP-3
1 Decision MC-3/3




Review on Annexes A and B

Outline of Decision MC-3/1

The Conference of the Parties:

» Decides to establish an ad hoc group of experts on
Review of Annexes A and B.

» Requests the Secretariat to call for submissions from
Parties by 31 March 2020, including information on
the uses of mercury in products and processes, and
on the availability, technical and economic feasibility
and environmental and health risks and benefits to
non-mercury alternatives.

= .... (Procedure of work to be explained later)

» Requests the Secretariat to prepare a report on the

work of the ad hoc group of experts by 30 April 2021.

UNEPMC/COP.3/23

MC-3/1: Review of annexes A and B

The Conference of the Parties

1. Decides to establish an ad hoc group of experts with terms of reference as set out in the
annex to the present decision;

2, Reguests the secretariat to call for submissions from parties by 31 March 2020,
including;:

() Information on mercury-added products and on the availability, technical and

economic feasibility, and environmental and health nsks and benetits of non-mercury alternatives to
mercury-added products, pursuant to paragraph 4 of article 4 of the Convention;

(b) Information on processes that use mercury or mercury compounds and on the
availability, technical and economic feasibility and environmental and health risks and benefits of
mercury-free altematives to manufacturing processes in which mercury or mercury compounds are
used, pursuant to paragraph 4 of article 5:

3. Also requests the secretariat to make the submissions received publicly available and
to invite non-parties and others to provide, by 30 April 2020, further information on the uses of
mercury and on non-mercury alternatives referred to in the submissions;

4, Further requests the secretariat to provide to the ad hoc group of experts a compilation
of the submissions and information received pursuant to paragraphs 2 and 3 of the present decision
and w convene a meeting of the group, by no later than 30 June 2020. The ad hoc group of expers is
to prepare a document in which it will enrich and organize the information received for each use
covered by the submissions from parties, taking into account further information available to the
experts, and in which it will clearly identify the sources of its information;

5. Requests the secretariat to make available, by 31 August 2020, to the parties that
submitted information pursuant to paragraph 2 of the present decision, the information received
pursuant to paragraph 4 of the present decision;

6. Also requests the secretariat to invite those parties to submit any revised information
by 30 November 2020;
7. Further requests the secretariat to make publicly available the submissions made by

parties pursuant to paragraph 6 of the present decision, by 31 December 2020, in accordance with
paragraph 4 of article 4 and pamgraph 4 of article 5 of the Convention;

8. Reguests the secretariat to prepare, by 30 April 2021, a report on the work of the
ad hoc group of experts reflecting its activities, including all the information gathered from the group,
parties and others, for presentation at the fourth meeting of the Conterence of the Parties;

9, Requests parties that notified the secretariat at the time of their becoming a party to the
Convention that they would implement various measures or strategies to address products listed in part
I of annex A to the Convention to report, by 30 June 2020, on the measures or strategies they have
implemented, including a quantification of the reductions achieved;

10, Reguests the secretariat to compile the submissions made by parties pursuant to
paragraph 9 of the present decision for consideration during the effectiveness evaluation with respect
to article 4 of the Convention;

11. Also requesis the secretariat o present the compilation of final submissions pursuant to
paragraphs 7 and 9 of the present decision for consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its
fourth meeting.

Annex to decision M(C-3/1

Terms of reference of the ad hoc group of experts

I. Mandate

l. The Conference of the Parties to the Minamata Convention on Mercury, at its third meeting,
by decision MC-3/1, established an ad hoc group of expers to prepare a document in which it will
enhance and organize the information for each use submitted by parties in accordance with decision




Review on Annexes A and B
Ad hoc group of experts on review of Annexes A and B

/

Mandate: to prepare a document in which it will enhance and organize the information for each use
submitted by Parties in accordance with decision MC-3/1, taking into account further information
available to the experts.

18 experts were nominated from 5 regions (still two seats vacant)

« Co-chairs were elected at its second online meeting: Ms. Gwenetta Fordyce (Guyana) and Mr.
Darren Byrne (Ireland)

10 observers to be invited by the group.
» So far, the group has selected 6 observers with “horizontal” expertise.

» Observers with “vertical” expertise on specific categories of product/process (e.g. lamps,
batteries, etc.) will also be invited to group calls to discuss these categories.

Partner organisations (UNEP, WHQO) and Parties that submitted information are also invited.



Review on Annexes A and B

Roadmap in Decision MC-3/1 Current plan of the Ad hoc Group

* 31 March 2020: Submissions from Parties
* 30 April 2020: Submissions from non-parties and

others * 7 May 2020: first online meeting

* June 2020: Face-to-face meeting * 3 June 2020: second online meeting

 August 2020: Make available enriched and * 1 July 2020: third online meeting
organized information to Parties that submitted |* 31 July 2020: Extended deadline for submissions
information. from Parties, non-parties and others

* November 2020: Revised information from  Sep-Oct 2020: A series of group calls on specific
Parties categories of products and processes

* April 2021: Secretariat to prepare a report on the |* After November 2020: Further timeline to be
work of the ad hoc group of experts reflecting its discussed by the Group

activities, including all the information gathered
from the group, parties and others, for
presentation at COP-4.




Review on Annexes A and B

Submissions from Parties

Argentina
Canada

« Parties were invited to submit information on the

uses of mercury and non-mercury alternatives by
31 March 2020 (once extended to 15 April)

Colombia

European Union

Norway - Lamp - Satellite

Japan

United States of America Front page, doc 1, doc 2.1, doc 2.2, doc 3.1, doc 3.2, doc 4.1,

« 7 submissions have been received. (posted on the  “**~
website)

» L * » * * »

Information to support the review of Annex A to the Minamata Convention

1. Category of mercury-added product! (1 Batteries [] Pesticides, biocides and topical antiseptics
(] Switches and relays [] Non-electronic measuring devices

» Further submissions will be accepted until 31 3 comets S |

2. Further description ofthe product (ifany)

July. Templates for submissions agreed by the ad L
hoc group of experts are available on Minamata & nformtionon the svafabtyof mereury e

(or less-mercury) alternatives

We b S i te . 5.(i) Information on the technical feasibility of

alternatives

5.(ii) Information on the economic feasibility of
alternatives

http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Portals/11/docume |aicdecmmie
nts/meetings/COP4/submissions/Templates for prod | e e

the Convention not addressedabove (e.g.

u CtS an d PDrocesSses. d OCX manufacture, generaltrade information, etc.)

8. Other relevant information pursuant to Decision
MC-3/1

9. References



http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Meetings/Intersessionalwork/tabid/8279/language/en-US/Default.aspx
http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Portals/11/documents/meetings/COP4/submissions/Templates_for_products_and_processes.docx

Review on Annexes A and B

Submission from non-parties and others

o Non-parties and others were invited to prOVide « Battery associations of Japan, Europe, North America and
: : Latin America
further information on the use of mercury and on .
non-mercury alternatives referred to in the . NRDC
submissions by the Parties by 30 April 2020. (Once . Zero Mercury Working Group

extended until 15 May) + CLASP

y

= 5 submissions have been received. (POSted ON the  iemontoswponthermienstamesasotheminamata conventio

- 1. Category of mercury-added product! [] Batteries [] Pesticides, biocides and topical antiseptics
We b s I te ) (] Switches and relays [] Non-electronic measuring devices
(] Lamps [] Others (Please specify: )
L] Cosmetics

2. Further description ofthe product (ifany)

» Further submissions will be accepted until 31 > ermston o the e ofheprodc

July. Templates for submissions agreed by the ad |

5.(i) Information on the technical feasibility of

hoc group of experts are available on Minamata
we bS |te ] ::]r I::::::atinn on the economic feasibility of

6. Information on environmental and health risks
and benefits of alternatives

7. If any, additionalinformation being submitted on

http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Portals/11/doCume | mrmeirrrm s

manufacture, generaltrade information, etc.)

nts/meetings/COP4/submissions/Templates for prod |z eastimson pussanetoDeceio

MC-3/1

ucts and processes.docx 5 Reference



http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Meetings/Intersessionalwork/tabid/8279/language/en-US/Default.aspx
http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Portals/11/documents/meetings/COP4/submissions/Templates_for_products_and_processes.docx

Dental amalgam

UNEP/MC/COP.3/23

MC-3/2: Dental amalgam

The Conference of the Parties

1. Encourages Parties to take more than the two required measures 1in accordance with
annex A, part II, of the Convention to phase down the use of dental amalgam:

2. Requests the secretariat to request mformation from parties on the implementation ot
any such additional measures taken by parties related to annex A, part II, of the Convention;

ﬂ

3. Also requests the secretariat to request information from parties and others pursuant to
paragraph 7 of article 4 of the Convention by 1 July 2020;

4. Further requests the secretariat to compile the information recerved pursuant to
paragraph 3, clearly identifying the sources of the information 1t contains, and provide that information
to parties no later than 1 December 2020;

-

5. Requests the secretariat to prepare, by 30 April 2021, a document containing the
information received from parties pursuant to paragraph 2 of the present decision and the compilation
of mmformation pursuant to paragraph 4 of the present decision, respectively, for consideration by the
Conference of the Parties at its fourth meeting.



Dental amalgam
Information on non-mercury alternatives to dental amalgam

Submissions from governments

,

Parties and others were invited to provide information Submissions from governments

iIncluding that related to the availability, technical and | _ |
African region (=nglish / French)

economic feasibility and environmental and health ' | |
_ | _ « Argentina (Spanish)
risks and benefits of the non-mercury alternatives to . Canada
dental amalgam by 1 July 2020. I e
o | « Norway
« 6 submissions have been received. (posted on the « Moldova

website)

Upon the request from some Parties, deadline was
extended until 15 August.


http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Meetings/Intersessionalwork/tabid/8279/language/en-US/Default.aspx

Dental amalgam

Information on non-mercury alternatives to dental amalgam

Submissions from other organisations

« 21 submissions have been received. (posted
on the website)

« Upon the request from some Parties,
deadline was extended until 15 August.

Submissions from other organisations

AGENDA for Environment and Responsible Development (AGENDA), Tanzania
American Dental Association (ADA), International Association for Dental Research (IADR)
Ban Toxics Letter / AOZ0

Center for Public Health and Environmental Development (CEPHED), Nepal

Chicago Declaration for Ending Mercury Use in the Dental Industry Letier1 [ Letter?
Children’'s Environmental Health Foundation (CEHF), Zambia

Consumers for Dental Choice, United States

Environment and Social Development Organization (ESDO), Bangladesh

European Center for Environmental Medicine

Action Group for Promotion and Protection to Flora and Fauna (GAPROFFA), Benin
International Academy of Oral Medicine and Toxicology (IAOMT)

Kisiwani Conservation Network, Kenya

Latin American Centre for Environmental Health

Timis County College of Dentists, Romania Letter 1 (Romanian / English) Letter 2 (Romanian / English)

Vietnam Odonto-Stomatology Association (VOSA) and Center for Community Health and Injury
Prevention (CCHIP), Viet Nam

World Alliance for Mercury Free Dentistry - A Comparison of Availability, Affordability, Effectiveness,
Risks and Benefits of Dental Matenal

World Alliance for Mercury Free Dentistry - Arab States

World Alliance for Mercury Free Dentistry - Dentists’ Committee for A Mercury Free Africa submissiont /
submission? / submission3 / submissiond

World Alliance for Mercury Free Dentistry - Island States Campaign
World Alliance for Mercury Free Dentistry - Model Provinces Committee
World Alliance for Mercury Free Dentistry - Scientific literature review


http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Meetings/Intersessionalwork/tabid/8279/language/en-US/Default.aspx

Dental amalgam
Information on implementation

of additional measures

« COP in its decision MC-3/2 encourages Parties
to take more than the two required measures to
phase down the use of dental amalgam.

« Parties are invited to provide information on the
implementation of any additional measures taken
in accordance with part Il of Annex A to the
Convention by 31 January 2021.

= Three submissions have been received so far.
(posted on the website)

Submissions from governments

+ Cameroon
+ Cote d'lvoire
« Japan

Part ll: Products subject to Article 4, paragraph 3

Mercury-added
products

Provisions

Dental amalgam

Measures to be taken by a Party to phase down the use
of dental amalgam shall take into account the Party's
domestic circumstances and relevant international
guidance and shall include two or more of the
measures from the following list:

(1)

(i)

(11}

(iv)

(V)

(vi)

(vil)

Setting national objectives aiming at dental
caries prevention and health promotion, thereby
minimizing the need for dental restoration;

Setting national objectives aiming at minimizing
its use;

FPromoting the use of cost-effective and clinically
effective mercury-free alternatives for dental
restoration:

Promoting research and development of quality
mercury-free matenals for dental restoration;

Encouraging representative professional

organizations and dental schools to educate and
train dental professionals and students on the use
of mercury-free dental restoration alternatives and
on promoting best management practices;

Discouraging insurance policies and programmes

that favour dental amalgam use over mercury-free
dental restoration;

Encouraging insurance policies and programmes
that favour the use of quality alternatives to dental

amalgam for dental restoration;

(viii) Restricting the use of dental amalgam to its

(i)

encapsulated form;

Promoting the use of best environmental practices
in dental facilities to reduce releases of mercury
and mercury compounds to water and land.



http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Meetings/Intersessionalwork/tabid/8279/language/en-US/Default.aspx

Customs codes

Use of customs codes to distinguish mercury- /
added products

COP2 requested the secretariat to suggest approaches for customs codes to identify and distinguish
non-mercury added products and mercury added products listed in Annex A, including approaches
for their possible harmonization, in collaboration with Products Partnership and in cosultation with
relevant organizations (MC-2/9).

Report was developed and presented to COP-3 (MC/COP.3/5, INF/12)

Four basic approaches have been identified in the report:
A. Develop internationally harmonized six-digit HS codes pursuant to the establishd WCO process
B. Develop statistical codes of more than six digits
c. Deliver some combination of the two above mentioned approaches

D. Do not explore new customs codes under the Convention



Customs codes

|to XX Section (21}
International 2 digt (0110 97)° Chapter (36
— b
HS
A digit (01,01 to 97.06) Heading (1222}
Gdigt (010121 to9706.00) | Subheadng(3) - e
| rl-ll-.l-.--.--l --------- d.l-.-l-ll--l-l-l-ll- ---------- .
Neonafegond 1 beyond gt (e, 8,,or 0 ““‘:””,i}i{ﬁ"j"’”“ I
e dlliT LOGES [
SURCIVISIONS L _______________________________________________________ _,I

Source: WCO, Structure of the Harmonized System codes (HS 2017)

/

Customs [Purpose Product definition
code
90 Chapter Optical, photographic, cinematographic,
measuring, checking, precision, medical
or surgical instruments and apparatus;
parts and accessories thereof
9025 Heading Hydrometers and similar floating
instruments, thermometers, pyrometers,
barometers, hygrometers and
psychrometers, recording or not, and
any combination of these instruments
9025.1 |[HS Subheading |-Thermometers and pyrometers, not
(5-digit) combined with other instruments
9025.11 [HS Subheading - -Liquid filled, for direct reading
(6-digit)
9025.11. |National - - -Clinical thermometers
10 subdivision
(typically
determines duty)
9025.11. |National — |----- Containing mercury
10.10 subdivision

(statistical suffix)

Source: Based on codes developed by Uruguay




Customs codes /

Outline of Decision MC-3/3

The Conference of the Parties:

» Requests the secretariat, in collaboration with Products Partnership and relevant experts, to draft
a guidance document on the work, including:

1 For mercury-added products listed in Annex A, a list of possible customs nomenclature
codes of more than six digits that could be used by Parties;

2 For mercury-added poducts not listed in Annex A, a compilation of examples provided by
national experts of customs nomenclature codes of more than six digits currently in use by
Parties;

1 Examples of good practice where the use of customs nomenclature codes at the national
level has been supplemented by the use of other control tools for the purpose of
Implementing trade provisions.

Requests the secretariat to prepare a report including the above-mentioned elements and submit
it to COP4 for its consideration.



Customs codes

Outline of Decision MC-3/3 (cont.)

- Requests the secretariat to circulate an open call to all
Parties, non-parties and others to identify experts to
participate in the open-ended process, and to call for
submissions by such experts by 31 March 2020 on the
relevant information of the work.

- Information was submitted by one party (posted on the
website)

.- The Secretariat will work with the Global Mercury
Partnership to develop a guidance document.

UNEP/MC/COP.3/23

MC-3/3: Customs codes

The Conference of the Parties

1. Requests the secretariat, in collaboration with the United Nations Environment
Programme Global Mercury Partnership—Mercury in Products partnership area (hereafter “Products
Partnership™) and involving relevant experts, to:

(a) Draft a guidance document that includes:

1) For the mercury-added products listed in annex A to the Convention, a list of
ry P
possible customs nomenclature codes of more than six digits that could be used
by parties;

(i) For mercury-added products not listed in annex A to the Convention, a
compilation of examples provided by national experts of customs nomenclature
codes of more than six digits currently in use by parties;

(iii)  Examples of good practice where the use of customs nomenclature codes at the
national level has been supplemented by the use of other control tools for the
purpose of implementing trade provisions, such as those found in article 4 to
the Convention;

(b)  Provide an assessment of whether the subsequent development of six-digit harmonized
codes would be a useful complement to the outcome of the work undertaken under subparagraph
1 (a) (i) of the present decision for the mercury-added products listed in annex A or under
subparagraph 1 (a) (ii) for mercury-added products not listed in annex A. The assessment shall, where
possible, include several examples of the use of such codes for both listed and unlisted mercury-added
products, taking into account experience concerning such codes under other international
environmental conventions;

2. Also requesis the secretariat to:

(a) Circulate an open call to all parties, non-parties and other stakeholders, including
relevant organizations, to identify experts familiar with the use of national customs codes to
participate in the open-ended process;

(b)  Call for submissions by such experts by 31 March 2020; such submissions should
include information relevant for the work related to subparagraphs 1 (a) (i)—(iii) of the present
decision;

(¢)  Prepare, in collaboration with the Products Partnership, a draft report covering the three
elements referred to in subparagraph 1 (a) of the present decision;

(d) Make the draft report available on the Convention website and invite parties and others
to provide comments by 30 January 2021;

(e) Revise, in collaboration with the Partnership, the draft report, taking due account of the
further input received from parties and others;

(f)  Submit the final report to the Conference of the Parties at its fourth meeting for its
consideration.



http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Meetings/Intersessionalwork/tabid/8279/language/en-US/Default.aspx

THANK YOU!

WEB www.mercuryconvention.org
E-MAIL MEA-MinamataSecretariat@un.org

TWITTER @minamataMEA
#MakeMercuryHistory
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