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Article 3: Supply Guidance on identifying mercury stocks (COP-1)

Trade Guidance and format for import consent (COP-1)
Article 4: Products
Article 12: Contaminated sites Article 5: Processes
Guidance on management (COP-3) _ Article 7: ASGM NAP guidance (COP-1)
Life cycle of
mercury
Article 8: Emissions BAT/BEP and inventory guidance
Article 11: Waste (COP-1)
Basel Convention guidelines Article 9: Releases Inventory guidance (expected COP-4)
Article 10:
Storage

Interim storage guidelines (COP-2)




The Minamata Convention is supported by a Financial Mechanism

Global Environment Specis qrs e
Facility (GEF)

Assessments, Inventories,
national action plans, Specific International
iImplementation projects... Programme

‘; Capacity building and
technical assistance UN & Eﬂﬁ'ﬂﬁﬂ'ﬁ N\
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gEf GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT FACILITY
INVESTING IN DURE PLAMNET

programme FROGRAMME
CONVENTION

ON MERCURY

~ Relatedfund

Financial mechanism to implement the Minamata Convention on Mercury



Global Environment Facility

GEF-7 portfolio: USD206 million indicatively allocated to Minamata

Solid progress on programming in 2019 and 2020: by mid-2020 55% of the
indicative allocation has been programmed
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Date: April 23, 2020 Ver" planetGOLD
E—
Dear GEF Council Members, Operational Focal Points and GEF Agencies, . . Update
Making a world of difference

You may recall that | informed you by mail dated March 21, 2020 of our decision to extend by three months the : . s A snapshot of

' Jou By | e in small-scale gold mining P .
deadlines for CEO Endorsements and Approvals for projects approved after the effectiveness date of the updated GEF COVID-19 and its
Policy on Cancellation (March 1, 2019). '

g ( } planetGOLD works to make sm lmpaCt on
| am writing to inform you that | have decided to apply the same three month extension of deadlines to all projects Elfeggﬁrff;ﬂ ;";;ﬁﬁ’;ﬂﬂ}jﬂ?ng‘ Guyana's ASGM
approved to date. The previous GEF Policy on Cancellation contains provisions for extensions under extraordinary sector
circumstances that are identical to those in the updated Policy. The current situation with COVID-19 fits within these Where we are making a difference Our project team in Guyana

reports that as the country is in
the relatively early stages of the
COVID-19 outbreak, gold prices
have increased, including at the
local level, and that the mining
sector has been declared an
essential service. They also note
that as oll prices collapse and the
gold price 1s expected to rise
further, this will likely drive an
expansion in the country's ASGM
sector. d

circumstances. The extension communicated in my earlier message applies to deadlines for all such projects seeking
CEO Endorsement or Approval.

We will continue to monitor the situation and will come back to you in due course if more time needs to be added to
this extension, in the event that the extraordinary conditions of the pandemic affecting the work continue to prevail.
As noted also in my earlier communication, there is no need to submit any notification signed by either the GEF OFP or

the Agency.

Naoko Ishi, GEF CEOQ and Chairperson
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Specific International Programme

Steady Implementation of projects approved in the First Round (2018)

Good progress to initiate implementation of projects approved in the

Second Round (2019)
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Argentina: Capacity Building Programme for the implementation of the Minamata Convention. Read more
about the project here.

Armenia: Strengthening capacity to promote phasing-out of mercury-added products (lamps) in Armenia. Read
more about the project here.

Benin: Improvement of management framework for mercury-containing products and wastes. Read more about
the project here.

Iran: Implementing of Minamata Convention on Mercury Management in Chlor-Alkali Flants in the
Petrochemical Industry

Lesotho: Strengthening institutional capacity in the development of a phase-out and phase down strategy for
mercury-added products in Lesotho. Read more about the project here.

Antigua and Barbuda: Facilitating capacity-building with technical assistance and technology transfer for
managing mercury in the Caribbean

Ecuador: Project to strengthen capacities in the implementation of the Minamata Convention in Ecuador

Ghana: Strengthening Ghana's Health Sector for the implementation of the Minamata Convention on
Mercury

Indonesia: Improving Health Risk Control of Mercury Exposure in Artisanal and Small-5cale Gold Mining
(ASGM) and Surrounding Areas by Developing the "Participatory Approach”™ Model

Iran: Capacity Building for Effective Implementation of Minamata Convention Focusing on Mercury
Inventory

Moldova: Support to post-ratification of the Minamata Convention to the Republic of Moldova by building
phase down capacities and reducing risks associated with mercury

Migeria: Capacity strengthening for the implementation of the Minamata Convention on Mercury in Nigeria
Peru: Strengthening capacities to control emissions and releases of mercury in Peru

5ri Lanka: Strengthening Mational Capacity for Phasing Out Mercury Added Products and Environmentally
Sound Mercury Containing Waste Management in 5ri Lanka

Zambia: To strengthen the Institutional Capacity for Zambia to implement the obligations of the Minamata

Convention by reducing the presence of mercury in vulnerable populations as provided for under Articles
16 and 16



S p eC I a,I P r O g ram m e Time left to apply for Special Programme funding
99 day(s) 15:33:07

Applying for funding through the Special Programme

Please note that in light of the current COVID-19 situation, the Executive Board of the Special
Programme has made the decision to extend the deadline for the submission of applications to 4
September 2020.

The Special Programme Secretariat has prepared a Guidance on the Sound Management of o improves chemicals
: . . . : i mainstreami management to mitigage
Chemicals and Waste in the context of COVID-19 to provide information to countries that may i negative impact
wish to submit projects that focus on the implementation of activities which address existing
. . ilds longterm / Multi- al involvemen
systemic weaknesses and gaps related to the sound management of chemicals and waste that i I“ - o Q’;m;“’”““ ‘

have been highlighted following the COVID-19 pandemic.

The fourth round of applications was launched on 29 November 2019 in the margins of e R
mechanism
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Minamata Convention third Conference of the Parties. Governments that are interested In

Enablipg environment for the implementation of the BRS
submitting an application during the fourth round of applications are invited to prepare & SR S
their project concept, ahead of the 4 September 2020 deadline, by consulting with ministries and oenestiiion of solcies stmbiciis e Addinel
. . . - e -y programmes for the sound management of
stakeholders to identify national priorities, gaps and challenges to facilitate and enable the chemicals and waste

implementation of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions, the Minamata Convention
and the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management ... read more
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Article 3: Trade Article 8: Emissions

Global mercury trade
Tonnes
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il E ¥ Quantities of mercury emitted to air from anthropogenic sources in 2015, by different sectors.
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2010 2012 2014 - .
= - 100 Sector b e ey
.N.-.-D;,-I;DI-?.!-.E:::EEE:;.::-D:-I;:-.?:.-I:I:l-‘;::l'tl:-l; ; Lr;fherla nds United A.nisanal and Asmall-smlc golé minin»g (ASGM) . 838 (675-1000) 377
-— .:“_:@ :""_:__'-'r: ng I:":_I'lel"h Comtrade Database E Arab Eing apore @ Biomass burnlng.(domcsnc.md.unnaland power p-le) 519(443-62.1) 233
[H5 Z80540—Mercury). E Germanf Emirates @ Cement production (raw materials and fuel, excluding coal) 233(117-782) 105
- Cremation emissions 377(3.51-4.02) 0.17
L] Eulumhla = Poland India ® Chlor-alkali produc (m ercury process) 15.1 (12.2-18.3) 068
p r O g r a m m I n g Switzerland E e n donema B ® Non-ferrous met |pmd on (primary Al, Cu, Pb, Zn) 228(154-338) 103
= Large-scale gold product 84.5(72.3-974) 38
C d = Ukralne Japan = [ Mercury production 13.8(7.9-19.7) 062
anada = Oil refining 14.4(115-17.2) 065
E Han g Pig iron and steel production (primary) 29.8(19.176.0) 134
e X t e n e t O United é ang Stationary combustion of coal (domestic/residential, transportation) 55.8(36.7-69.4) 251
States = Stationary combustion of gas (domestic/residential, transportation)  0.165(0.13-0.22) 0.01
- Stationary combustion of oil (domesticfresidential, transportation)  2.70(2.33-3.21) 0.12
l ' Stationary combustion of coal (industrial) 126 (106-146) 567
I ' l Stationary combustion of gas (industrial) 0.123(0.10-0.15) 0.01
e C e e r Stationary combustion of oil (industrial) 1.40(1.18-1.69) 0.06
GUFEHH Stationary combustion of coal (power plants) 292(255-346) 131
Sudal‘l pﬂklﬂtﬂl‘l Stationary combustion of gas (power plants) 0.349(0.285-0.435) 0.02
L Tu.g E“'anha Stationary combustion of oil (power plants) 245(2.17-2.84) 0.11
2 O 2 1 Peru Bﬂll'ﬂa Secondary steel production * 101 (7.65-18.1) 0.46
Mala}rsla ﬁu&trﬂhﬂ @ Vinylchloride monomer (mercury catalyst) * 58.2(28.0-88.8) 26
@ Waste (other waste) 147 (120-223) 6.6
SDUth Africa @ Waste incineration (controlled burning) 15.0(8.9-32.3) 067
Total 2220(2000-2820) 100

2019 Workshop to share knowledge among Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, 2019 Asia-Pacific regional workshop on the reduction of mercury emissions
Mexico, Panama and Peru on mercury trade from coal combustion in Viet Nam

2020-2021 Workshops for Asia, Africa (anglophone), Africa (francophone) 2020-2021 Workshops for Africa, Latin America, Central and Eastern Europe
National pilot on confiscated mercury (Peru) National pilots on identified emissions control challenges
Additional national pilot(s) on identified trade challenges
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Looking forward: Strengthening Digital Learning
and Knowledge Exchange

Delivering capacity building and technical assistance support to the Minamata Parties in light
of COVID-19 restrictions has prompted the Minamata Secretariat to engage with donors and
experts on how to best strengthen the Secretariat’s ability to deliver more digital learning and

knowledge exchange opportunities for 2020-2021.

Reflection and Insights gained so far

“Cost effectiveness “Digital learning is more | “Well-designed options “Transparency in “Teaching is much more
means more people can | gender equitable than | allow for active learning knowledge sharing than presenting
access the training” face-to-face learning” ... but offline and low- supports overall information .... Space
bandwidth options need | implementation efforts” | need to be provided for
to be carefully designed experiential learning”

So as not to lower the
learning and exchange
experience’
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Article 3: Supply Guidance on identifying mercury stocks (COP-1)

Trade Guidance and format for import consent (COP-1)
Article 4: Products
Article 12: Contaminated sites Article 5: Processes
Guidance on management (COP-3) _ Article 7: ASGM NAP guidance (COP-1)
Life cycle of
mercury
Article 8: Emissions BAT/BEP and inventory guidance
Article 11: Waste (COP-1)
Basel Convention guidelines Article 9: Releases Inventory guidance (expected COP-4)
Article 10:
Storage

Interim storage guidelines (COP-2)

* See



http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Convention/Formsandguidance/tabid/5527/language/en-US/Default.aspx

Select COP-3 decisions

« MC-3/1 Review of Annexes A and B
« MC-3/2 Dental amalgam

« MC-3/3 Customs codes

« MC-3/4 Releases of mercury

« MC-3/5 Mercury waste thresholds

« MC-3/10 Arrangements for the first effectiveness evaluation

* See COP-3 report



http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Meetings/COP3/tabid/7854/language/en-US/Default.aspx

Review of Annexes A and B

y

* Annex A lists mercury-added products to be phased out by 2020 — batteries,
switches, lamps, cosmetics, thermometers, etc.

* Annex B lists industrial processes using mercury to be addressed — chlor-
alkall production, vinyl chloride monomer production, etc.

e COP Is to review these annexes no later than 2022.

 COP-3 established an Ad hoc Group of Experts for the review, which would
meet In June 2020.

* The group met online on 7 May 2020, and decided to continue to work
electronically, reviewing the information on alternative products and
processes submitted by Parties and others.

* The group will meet online again on 3 June 2020. It will consider the
pOSSlblIlty of a face-to-face meeting for 2021. * See Web page on intersessional work



http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Meetings/Intersessionalwork/tabid/8279/language/en-US/Default.aspx

Mercury releases /

» Article 9 requires parties to control releases of mercury to land and water from
relevant point sources.

 COP-2 established a Group of Technical Experts to develop guidance on
release inventories, best available techniques (BAT) and best environmental
practices (BEP)

 COP-3 requested the group to develop:
» Guidance on release inventories
» Proposed category of relevant point sources

» Road map for developing BAT/BEP guidance

* The group met online on 7 May 2020, and decided to continue to work
electronically. It will meet online again on 30 June 2020.

* See Web page on intersessional work



http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Meetings/Intersessionalwork/tabid/8279/language/en-US/Default.aspx

Mercury waste thresholds

y

Article 11 requires COP to establish thresholds for mercury waste. Parties are

obliged to manage waste above those thresholds in an environmentally
sound manner.

COP-2 established a Group of Technical Experts to develop thresholds.

Based on the report of the group, COP-3 decided that no thresholds are
needed for waste “consisting of” or “containing” mercury.

COP-3 requested the group to develop thresholds for waste “contaminated
with” mercury, convening one face-to-face meeting.

The group met online on 12 May 2020, and decided to continue to work
electronically.

The group will meet online again on 18 June 2020. It will consider the
pOSSlblIlty of a face-to-face meeting for 2021. * See Web page on intersessional work



http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Meetings/Intersessionalwork/tabid/8279/language/en-US/Default.aspx

Effectiveness evaluation

» Article 22 requires COP to evaluate the effectiveness of the Convention,
beginning no later than 2023 and periodically thereafter.

 COP-1 established an Ad hoc Group of Technical Experts to develop
effectiveness evaluation framework and monitoring arrangements.

 COP-3 requested the Secretariat to:
» Complile the views of Parties on the proposed indicators
» Work on monitoring guidance

» Work on a mercury trade, supply and demand report and a synthesis report of
national reporting under Article 21.

* The Secretariat, In consultation with the Bureau, developed work schedules
for Indicators and monitoring guidance

* See Web page on intersessional work



http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Portals/11/documents/meetings/COP4/submissions/Plan_of_work_indicators_evaluating_effectiveness_MC.pdf
http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Portals/11/documents/meetings/COP4/submissions/Roadmap_for_developing_monitoring_guidance_FINAL.pdf
http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Meetings/Intersessionalwork/tabid/8279/language/en-US/Default.aspx

/

Indicators

Monitoring guidance

Mid Sep 2020: Online information session
on proposed indicators

30 Nov: Submission of Parties’ initial views

Jan 2021: Exchange session on the Initial
VIEWS

31 Mar: Submission of Parties’ views

Jul: COP-4 document on proposed
Indicators finalized.

10 June 2020: Online iInformation session
on annotated outline

Early Sep: First webinar of experts
contributing to the drafting

Sep-Dec: Thematic online and face-to-face
meetings of identifled experts

Jan-Mar 2021. Commenting on the draft
guidance

May-Jun: Final consultation meeting

Jul: Draft guidance finalized for COP-4







