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This session will highlight the 2020 deadline on mercury added products and provide 
basic information to assist Parties in their implementation of Article 4 requirements.

10h00-11h00 CEST



Article 3: Supply Guidance on identifying mercury stocks (COP-1)

Trade Guidance and format for import consent (COP-1)

Article 4: Products

Article 5: Processes

Article 7: ASGM NAP guidance (COP-1)

Article 8: Emissions BAT/BEP and inventory guidance
(COP-1)

Article 9: Releases Inventory guidance (expected COP-4)

Article 10:

Storage

Interim storage guidelines (COP-2)

Article 11: Waste

Basel Convention guidelines

Article 12: Contaminated sites

Guidance on management (COP-3)

The Minamata Convention sets out measures for the whole life cycle of mercury

Life cycle of 
mercury



Information Session - Implementation review and support

2020 Deadline Article 4 (para 1): Mercury-added products and Annex A

Art. 4 Mercury-added products, para. 8: Review of Annex A in accordance with Article 27 (Adoption and amendment of annexes)
Art. 17 Information exchange, para 1 (c) (i): Each Party shall facilitate the exchange of … information on technically and economically viable alternatives to … 
mercury-added products.
Art. 18 Public information, awareness and education, para 1 (a) (iii): Each Party shall … promote and facilitate … provision to the public of available information on 
… (mercury-added products).
Art. 21 Reporting, (para 1): Each Party shall report to the COP … on the measures it has taken to implement the provisions. Full reports due: December 2021



THIS SESSION WILL COVER
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• ARTICLE 4 AND ANNEX A (PRODUCTS)

• Annex A Coverage, Key Points

• Effective Date of Phase-Out

• Exclusions from Phase-Out Mandate

• Product Components

• Dental Amalgam Phase-down

• New Products

• SUMMARY

• ARTICLE 6 (EXEMPTION PROCESS)

• Structure of Article 6

• When to Register for Initial Exemption

• How to Register

• Duration of Initial Exemption

• TECHNICAL INFORMATION ON PRODUCTS

• Implementation Overview

• Information Resources
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WHAT IS IN ANNEX A PART I?

Batteries

Switches and Relays

Lamps

compact fluorescent (CFLs) 

Linear Fluorescent

High Pressure Mercury Vapor

CCFLs and EEFLs

Cosmetics including skin lightening 

soaps and creams

Pesticides, biocides, and topical 

antiseptics

Non-electronic measuring devices

barometers

hygrometers

manometers

thermometers

sphygmomanometers

WHAT IS IN ANNEX A PART II?

Dental amalgam -- measures to phase 

down

SECTION

ONE
PRODUCT PHASE-OUTS

...Shall not allow, by taking appropriate measures, the manufacture, 
import or export of mercury-added products listed in Part I of Annex A 
after the phase-out date specified for those products…

ARTICLE 4 PARAGRAPH 1



ANNEX A COVERAGE—KEY POINTS
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WHAT IS IN ANNEX A PART I?

Batteries

Switches and Relays

Lamps

compact fluorescent (CFLs) 

Linear Fluorescent

High Pressure Mercury Vapor

CCFLs and EEFLs

Cosmetics including skin lightening 

soaps and creams

Pesticides, biocides, and topical 

antiseptics

Non-electronic measuring devices

barometers

hygrometers

manometers

thermometers

sphygmomanometers

WHAT IS IN ANNEX A PART II?

Dental amalgam -- measures to phase 

down

All batteries, except two kinds of button cells

Lamp phase-out mostly based on concentration limits

Key biocide product is paint

Cosmetics based on concentration limit associated with intentional mercury use
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EFFECTIVE DATE OF PHASE-OUT

*UNLESS Party obtains exemption under Article 6.
The Article 6 exemption process is covered later in this session. 

WHAT IS IN ANNEX A PART I?

Batteries

Switches and Relays

Lamps

compact fluorescent (CFLs) 

Linear Fluorescent

High Pressure Mercury Vapor

CCFLs and EEFLs

Cosmetics including skin lightening 

soaps and creams

Pesticides, biocides, and topical 

antiseptics

Non-electronic measuring devices

barometers

hygrometers

manometers

thermometers

sphygmomanometers

WHAT IS IN ANNEX A PART II?

Dental amalgam -- measures to phase 

down

Product phase-out date:*

2020
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WHAT IS IN ANNEX A PART I?

Batteries

Switches and Relays

Lamps

compact fluorescent (CFLs) 

Linear Fluorescent

High Pressure Mercury Vapor

CCFLs and EEFLs

Cosmetics including skin lightening 

soaps and creams

Pesticides, biocides, and topical 

antiseptics

Non-electronic measuring devices

barometers

hygrometers

manometers

thermometers

sphygmomanometers

WHAT IS IN ANNEX A PART II?

Dental amalgam -- measures to phase 

down

EXCLUSIONS FROM PHASE-OUT MANDATE

Essential military/police use

R+D/calibration

Replacements

Vaccines

Traditional/religious practices



DENTAL AMALGAM PHASE DOWN MEASURES:  Part II Annex A

• Parties must take at least two of the listed measures:

• National prevention objectives

• Use minimization objectives

• Mercury-free alternatives promotion

• Promoting R&D on mercury-free materials

• Encouraging education and training

• Discouraging favoring amalgam in insurance 

• Encouraging alternatives in insurance 

• Restricting use to encapsulated form

• Promoting best environmental practices in dental facilities

• Deadline is not specified

9
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PRODUCT COMPONENTS

• What if phased out product is part of a larger 
product (e.g., a switch, lamp, 
battery, etc., in electronic device)?

• Obligation to take measures to prevent 
incorporation into larger product

WHAT IS IN ANNEX A PART I?

Batteries

Switches and Relays

Lamps

compact fluorescent (CFLs) 

Linear Fluorescent

High Pressure Mercury Vapor

CCFLs and EEFLs

Cosmetics including skin lightening 

soaps and creams

Pesticides, biocides, and topical 

antiseptics

Non-electronic measuring devices

barometers

hygrometers

manometers

thermometers

sphygmomanometers

WHAT IS IN ANNEX A PART II?

Dental amalgam -- measures to phase 

down
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NEW PRODUCTS

• “Discourage” previously unknown products

• “Discourage” undefined

WHAT IS IN ANNEX A PART I?

Batteries

Switches and Relays

Lamps

compact fluorescent (CFLs) 

Linear Fluorescent

High Pressure Mercury Vapor

CCFLs and EEFLs

Cosmetics including skin lightening 

soaps and creams

Pesticides, biocides, and topical 

antiseptics

Non-electronic measuring devices

barometers

hygrometers

manometers

thermometers

sphygmomanometers

WHAT IS IN ANNEX A PART II?

Dental amalgam -- measures to phase 

down
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No manufacture, import, or export of phased out products after 2020

Dental amalgam phase down measures

Prevent mercury components going into larger products

Discourage mercury-added products previously unknown

SUMMARY

WHAT IS IN ANNEX A PART I?

Batteries

Switches and Relays

Lamps

compact fluorescent (CFLs) 

Linear Fluorescent

High Pressure Mercury Vapor

CCFLs and EEFLs

Cosmetics including skin lightening 

soaps and creams

Pesticides, biocides, and topical 

antiseptics

Non-electronic measuring devices

barometers

hygrometers

manometers

thermometers

sphygmomanometers

WHAT IS IN ANNEX A PART II?

Dental amalgam -- measures to phase 

down
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• Exemptions covered by Article 6

• Limited to products/processes

• Only extension of time provided

SECTION
TWO

ARTICLE 6 EXEMPTION PROCESS
ARTICLE 6 EXEMPTIONS
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STRUCTURE OF ARTICLE 6

• Two separate processes

• Each provides up to five years

• First is registration

• Second requires COP approval 



HOW TO REGISTER
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• Use forms provided by Secretariat

• Specificity requested as to product category, 
and products within that category

• Public listing of registrations created

http://mercuryconvention.org/Convention/Formsandguidance/tabid/5527/language/en-US/Default.aspx.
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ALL PRODUCT-RELATED
EXEMPTIONS END:

2025

Duration of initial exemption is up to five years. (Parties may 
register for shorter extensions.)

All product-related initial exemptions expire by 2025, 
regardless of when a government became a Party. (For this 
reason, extensions are shorter for post-2020 Parties.)



17

• Implementation Overview

• Information Resources

SECTION
THREE

TECHNICAL INFORMATION ON MERCURY-CONTAINING PRODUCTS



Article 4 – implementation overview

Parties will report on the implementation of Article 4 in their report to COP pursuant to Article 21 

(Reporting) by 31 December 2021.

Article 21 reporting format

Article 4: Mercury-added products
1. Has the party taken any appropriate measures to not allow the manufacture, import or export 
of mercury-added products listed in Part I of Annex A of the Convention after the phase-out date 
specified for those products? 
(If the party is implementing paragraph 2, please skip to question 2.)
 Yes
 No
If yes, please provide information on the measures.
If no, has the party registered for an exemption pursuant to article 6?
 Yes
 No
If yes, for which products (please list)? 

http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Countries/Parties/Reporting/tabid/8189/language/en-US/Default.aspx


Notifications

Some Parties have submitted notifications when they 

became Parties or thereafter, pursuant to specific 

provisions of the Convention, including:

• Exemptions pursuant to Article 6

• Measures to implement the Convention pursuant to 

Paragraph 4 of Article 30.

These notifications are available on the Convention 

website. 

http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Countries/Parties/Notifications/tabid/3826/language/en-US/Default.aspx


Registered exemptions on mercury-added products

Party Category/subcategory
Expiry date for 

the exemption

Argentina Manufacture of clinical thermometers 2025

Botswana Import for all mercury-added products, as listed in Part I of Annex A 2025

Canada

Manufacture, import and export of 

Linear fluorescent lamps (CFLs) for general lighting purposes (triband phosphor < 60 watts with a mercury 

content exceeding 5 mg per lamp)

Cold cathode fluorescent lamps and external electrode fluorescent lamps (CCFL and EEFL) for electronic 

displays (short length (≤ 500 mm) with mercury content exceeding 3.5 mg per lamp, medium length (> 500 

mm and ≤ 1 500 mm) with mercury content exceeding 5 mg per lamp)

2025

China (Province 

Macao S.A.R.)
Import and export for all mercury-added products, as listed in Part I of Annex A . 2025

China Manufacture of: clinical thermometers and sphygmomanometers 2025

Eswatini (Kingdom 

of)
Import of batteries, switches and relays, lamps, measuring devices 2025

Ghana Manufacture, import and export for all mercury-added products, as listed in Part I of Annex A 2025

India Manufacture, import and export for all mercury-added products, as listed in Part I of Annex A 2025

Iran (Islamic 

Republic of)

Import of batteries

Manufacture, import and export of switches and relays, lamps

Manufacture and export of measuring devices

2025

Madagascar Import for all mercury-added products, as listed in Part I of Annex A 2025

Peru Manufacture, import and export of thermometers and sphygmomanometers 2025

Thailand Manufacture, Import and Export of switches and relays, lamps, tropical antiseptics and measuring devices 2025



Implementation overview
Canada, Japan, Suriname, Thailand and US reported on their measures when they became Parties 

pursuant to Article 30(4). 

Submission from Canada Submission from ThailandSubmission from Japan

http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Countries/Parties/Notifications/tabid/3826/language/en-US/Default.aspx


Implementation overview

European Union reported 

on Regulation (EU) 

2017/852 of the European 

Parliament and the Council 

of 17 May 2017 on 

mercury, as a part of its 

declaration on its 

competency pursuant to 

Article 30(3).

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2017/852/oj


Implementation overview
Some Parties describe their current or planned measures in Minamata Initial Assessment reports. 

(Example from Nigeria below)

http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Countries/Parties/MinamataInitialAssessments/tabid/6166/language/en-US/Default.aspx


Information Exchange

• Article 4 (4) requests the Secretariat to collect and 

maintain information on mercury-added products and 

their alternatives, on the basis of information provided by 

Parties, and to make such information publicly available.  

It also requests the Secretariat to also make publicly 

available any other relevant information.

• Currently information is being collected as part of the 

intersessional process on the review of Annexes A and B.

• Article 17 requests the Secretariat to facilitate cooperation 

in the exchange of information between parties and with 

relevant organizations. 

• As the Secretariat receives information, the website will 

be updated.

http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Meetings/Intersessionalwork/tabid/8279/language/en-US/Default.aspx
http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Implementation/InformationExchange/tabid/8081/language/en-US/Default.aspx


Information Resources

• Global Mercury Partnership products area

• WHO Developing national strategies for phasing out mercury-containing thermometers and 

sphygmomanometers in health care

• NEWMOA Mercury-Added Product Fact Sheets

• Zero Mercury Working Group mercury in products

• EEB/ZMWG/NRDC Guide and Checklist for Phasing Out Mercury-added Products

https://web.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/our-work/mercury-products
https://www.who.int/ipcs/assessment/public_health/WHOGuidanceReportonMercury2015.pdf?ua=1
http://www.newmoa.org/prevention/mercury/imerc/factsheets/
https://www.zeromercury.org/about-mercury/mercury-in-products/
https://web.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/guide-and-checklist-phasing-out-mercury-added-products-under-minamata-convention-mercury


WEB www.mercuryconvention.org

E-MAIL MEA-MinamataSecretariat@un.org

TWITTER @minamataMEA

#MakeMercuryHistory

THANK YOU!


